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Nightclub fire: A California judge
has dismissed a $10 million slander
lawsuit filed against a former publicist
for the rock band Great White, whose

pyrotechnics caused The Station night-
club fire in Rhode Island.

Great White’s lead singer, Jack Russell,
had sued the publicist, Charrie Foglio, for
saying he and the band’s manager embez-
zled money raised during a benefit concert
tour for those affected by the deadly blaze.
Russell alleged Foglio made the statements
after she was fired as the band’s publicist
and was refused a severance payment.

Truck bodies case: The driver of a trac-
tor-trailer in the nation’s deadliest smug-
gling attempt was an inexperienced pawn of
a smuggling ring who didn’t know 17 immi-
grants were dying in the airless truck, the
defense said in closing arguments.

Tyrone Williams’ lawyer said Friday that
his client didn’t speak Spanish and couldn’t
hear the immigrants banging on the walls to
get out.

The immigrants died after succumbing to
the heat in the sweltering trailer, which was
packed with more than 70 people. Two oth-
ers died later.

Michael Jackson trial: Michael Jackson’s
lawyers will be allowed
to question witnesses
about allegations that
the boy accusing the
singer of molestation
once claimed comedi-
an George Lopez stole
$300 from his wallet.

Defense attorneys
have tried to raise the
matter during Jack-
son’s trial, but have
been blocked by objec-
tions that Superior
Court Judge Rodney
Melville has upheld. After reviewing re-
ports about the incident, Melville said Fri-
day he would allow questions about it.

Stepfather rape: An Ohio woman whose
stepfather was convicted of impregnating
her with a syringe was awarded more than
$4.3 million in damages Friday.

A Summit County, Ohio, jury ruled that
John Goff, 43, is liable for more than $3.3
million in compensatory damages and
$750,000 in punitive damages. Goff is serv-
ing a 20-year prison sentence after being
convicted in 2002 of rape, sexual battery
and child endangerment.

The jury also ordered Akron (Ohio) City
Hospital to pay $224,000 in damages to
Shenna Grimm, 22, of Kent.

Nuclear lab management: Members of
Congress on Friday again criticized the Uni-
versity of California for its management of
Los Alamos National Laboratory, saying the
university should bear at least some of the fi-
nancial burden of a recent lengthy shutdown
at the UC-run nuclear weapons facility.

Los Alamos was the main focus of a hear-
ing on security at the nation’s nuclear sites,
held Friday by the investigations panel of

the House Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee. UC has managed the New Mexico lab
for the Energy Department for more than
six decades.

Farmers’ market crash: A judge Friday
refused to dismiss manslaughter charges
against an 88-year-old man whose car bar-
reled through a farmers’ market in Santa
Monica, Calif., killing 10 people and injur-
ing 63.

Lawyers for George Russell Weller had
argued that he was not grossly negligent,
but simply panicked when he stepped on
the gas instead of the brake, traveling near-
ly 1,000 feet through the pedestrian market
at up to 60 mph.

Bush book lawsuit: A freelance writer
has asked a court to dismiss his $5 million
lawsuit accusing author Kitty Kelley of pla-
giarism in her best-selling book about Presi-
dent Bush and his family.

Glynn Wilson said Friday that he decided
to drop the suit, filed in November, because
he feared that U.S. District Judge U.W.
Clemon was about to rule that copyright law
didn’t cover his story on the Internet about
Bush’s days in Alabama when he was in the
National Guard in the early 1970s.

Such a ruling by Clemon would erode the
legal protections that cover Web-based writ-
ers, Wilson said.

Clinton’s pardons: The Bush administra-
tion blacked out almost all the information
in hundreds of documents before releasing
them to a conservative organization looking
into President Clinton’s controversial par-
dons four years ago on his last day in office.

The only items not deleted from the mate-
rial are the names of the person who wrote
the document and the person it was sent to.

The government accountability group Ju-

dicial Watch said Friday that it received the
Justice Department documents following a
court battle that featured a Republican ad-
ministration fighting to keep secret docu-
ments generated by its Democratic prede-
cessor.

Business

WorldCom scandal: Eleven former board
members of WorldCom Inc. have agreed to
pay $20.25 million of their own money to set-
tle a lawsuit by former investors in the com-
pany, New York State Comptroller Alan
Hevesi said Friday.

The deal follows a federal judge’s prelimi-
nary approval of another plan under which
JPMorgan Chase & Co. will pay $2 billion to
settle a class-action lawsuit brought by
former WorldCom investors.

World

Recovering pope: Pope John Paul II’s
doctors are optimistic about his health, an
Italian cardinal who is
a top Vatican official
was quoted as saying
Saturday.

“The Holy Father is
hanging in there, hang-
ing in there,” Cardinal
Giovanni Battista Re
told journalists on the
sidelines of a ceremony
at a Catholic university,
the Italian news agency
ANSA reported from
the southern Italian
city of Campobasso.

“The doctors above all are optimistic and
this is a beautiful thing, a good sign,” Re
was quoted as saying.

Stories and photos from wire services

Pope John Paul II

George Lucas
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West Bank settlements: An injured Palestinian is carried after he was shot with a rubber

bullet by Israeli border police. The incident happened when clashes erupted during a protest

against the construction of a section of Israel’s separation barrier in the ourskirts of the

West Bank village of Bil’in on Friday. The army is barring Israeli citizens from moving to four

West Bank settlements slated for evacuation later this year, military officials said Saturday,

following a similar ban on relocating to the Gaza Strip. The plan, scheduled to begin in late

July, would uproot roughly 9,000 Jewish settlers from their homes.
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BY STEVE MRAZ

Stars and Stripes

When their boots hit combat
soil, they’ll find themselves in an
ancient, war-damaged nation in
places such as Bagram, Kanda-
har and Kabul.

And they won’t be returning for
a year.

Roughly 170 soldiers under the
umbrella of the 21st Theater Sup-
port Command loaded onto a com-
mercial jet at Ramstein Air Base,
Germany, on Saturday afternoon
and departed for a yearlong Af-
ghanistan deployment.

Their mission: To provide logis-
tical support and force protection
for all U.S.-friendly forces in Af-
ghanistan.

Soldiers heading out Saturday
represented the 330th Rear Oper-
ations Center and the 29th Sup-
port Group Headquarters and
Headquarters Company. Those el-
ements are part of the 21st TSC,
which by July will have deployed
about 1,100 troops to Afghanistan
for its joint logistics command
mission.

While waiting to depart Satur-
day, several troops said they were
excited and ready to go. Troops
used the long wait to catnap, fid-
dle with their iPods and get in a
few games on a Sony PlayStation.

Also with the group Saturday
were 54 soldiers with the 208th Fi-
nance Battalion under the com-
mand of Lt. Col. Kathryn Hall.
The unit “brings the cash to the
battlefield” to pay soldiers and
contractors, Hall said.

“[The the 208th soldiers] have
certainly earned their place on
this team,” she said.

All the troops will fly to Kyr-
gyzstan and from there will de-

part to several locations in Af-
ghanistan.

Staff Sgt.
Renee Walk-
er of the 29th
Support
Group HHC
is keeping an
open mind
about her
yearlong de-
ployment,
but is reas-
sured by the
ability of her

troops in vehicle maintenance.

“It’s almost like I’m with family

and soldiers at the same time,”
she said. “I know their capabili-
ties, and they know my capabili-
ties.”

After looking into the eyes of
his soldiers, Col. Walter J. Saw-
yer, commander of the 29th Sup-
port Group, knew his troops were
ready for their Afghanistan de-
ployment.

“What they are getting ready to
do is not only important to the guy
or gal next to them but to the en-
tire mission,” he said.

E-mail Steve Mraz at:

mrazs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany —
When he was in the fourth grade,
Calvin Lau placed fourth in the annual
European spelling bee. And so he as-
sumed he would return the following
year a bit wiser on the words.

That was four years ago, and Calvin
didn’t get another crack at winning it all
until Saturday, when he bested 42 other
contestants to win the 23rd annual Euro-
pean PTA Spelling Bee.

“I thought I could
make it,” Calvin said
after the bee. “This
time my dad was telling
me to stay confident.”

The Schweinfurt Mid-
dle School student won
when Alexis Claflin of
Würzburg Middle School misspelled
the word “obstetrician” and Calvin cor-
rectly recited the letters for “appel-
late.”

The win came in the 14th round,
which started with just Calvin and Alex-
is remaining.

For winning the bee, Calvin gets to

represent the U.S. military community
in Europe in the Scripps Howard Na-
tional Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C.,
May 31 through June 2. He also re-
ceived a $100 savings bond and a $25
gift certificate from the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service.

“It feels incredible,” Calvin said of
his victory. “This morn-
ing, I was praying to
God” for divine guid-
ance.

When Calvin finished
fourth in 2001 as a
fourth-grader, he fig-
ured he would return to

the bee the next year. But he lost in his

own school’s spelling bee the following

year and Schweinfurt Middle School

didn’t take part in the European bee in

2003 and 2004.

This year’s annual spelling bee, host-

ed by the European Parent-Teachers

Association, was held at Kaiserslautern

High School. In all, 45 students be-
tween the third and eighth grades quali-
fied for the bee, although two contes-
tants didn’t show.

By the end of the fourth round, more
than half of the students were sitting in
the audience, having misspelled a word
given to them by moderator Alice
Owen. The last 30 minutes moved quick-
ly as the final eight began to drop out in
fairly rapid succession.

“I didn’t think I would get that far,”
Alexis said of her second-place finish.

Calvin said his strategy was fairly
simple: He repeatedly asked Owen for
definitions and to use the word in a sen-
tence, as permitted by the rules.

He also studied like a fiend on the
drive to Kaiserslautern.

Said Calvin: “I just wanted to be care-
ful.”

E-mail Kevin Dougherty:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

PHOTOS BY STEVE MRAZ/Stars and Stripes

Above: Soldiers with the 21st Theater Support Command load onto a commercial airliner Saturday at

Ramstein Air Base, Germany, to depart for a yearlong Afghanistan deployment. Below right: Staff Sgt. Chris-

topher Valdez joins about 170 21st TSC soldiers leaving Saturday.

Walker

21st TSC troops deploy to Afghanistan

KEVIN DOUGHERTY/Stars and Stripes

Thirteen-year-old Calvin Lau, an eighth-grader at

Schweinfurt Middle School in Germany, won the 23rd

annual European PTA Spelling Bee Final on Saturday.

Calvin Lau will represent U.S. military’s
Europe community at competition in D.C.

Schweinfurt student aces spelling bee

Memorial for retiree

A memorial service will be
held noon Tuesday at the base
chapel in Landstuhl, Germany,
for a retired airman who became
an advocate for retirees and their
families in Europe.

Paul Hacker, 70 and a retired
chief master sergeant, died Feb.
28 of what medical officials be-
lieve was a heart ailment. He was
driving his car on Ramstein Air
Base, Germany, just before he
died.

The family has asked that in
lieu of flowers donations be made
to the American Heart Associa-
tion.

‘Dollar Days’ in store

Commissaries throughout Eu-
rope will roll out a new promotion
campaign later this month that
will offer multiple items for a
buck.

The stores have dubbed the
sales event “Dollar Days.” Prod-
ucts throughout the store will fea-
ture dollar pricing much like the
popular dollar stores in the Unit-
ed States.

The event runs from March 31
to April 13, said Gerri Young,
spokeswoman for the Defense
Commissary Agency in Europe.
A second Dollar Days event is
scheduled for Aug. 11-24.

Commissaries in the United
States and Far East also will par-
ticipate in the promotion.

“Customers might see
two-for-a-dollar deals, or even un-
usual deals such as three items
for two dollars,” Patrick B.
Nixon, chief executive officer and
acting director of the Defense
Commissary, said in a press re-
lease.

Customers should look for the
“Extra Savings” signs in stores to
find the Dollar Days bargains.

If the promotion is popular,
commissary officials said similar
ones could be held in the future.

From staff reports

It feels

incredible.

Calvin Lau

Spelling bee winner
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Air Force facing massive shortfalls

U.S. Air Forces in Europe officials
could not provide details on how indi-
vidual bases throughout the region
would make adjustments due to ser-
vice-wide budget cuts ordered by
the Air Force chief of staff.

Maj. Patrick Ryder, a spokesman
for the headquarters command
based at Ramstein Air Base in Ger-
many, said Friday that a final decision
on what types of areas would be cut is
still pending.

Earlier this month, Chief of Staff Gen. John Jumper ordered the
major commands to make the necessary cuts to avoid a “budget cri-
sis.” The Air Force is facing a $3 billion shortfall in maintenance
and operation and will be $733 million short in military personnel
funding by the end of the fiscal year, he told commanders in a
March 1 message.

Air Force officials have attributed the debt to spending on the war
on terrorism and the war in Iraq.

Commands have been told to “count every dollar, and prioritize
all spending,” according to Jackie Hampton, an Air Force spokes-
woman at the Pentagon. Flying operations, required maintenance
and all “war-related activities” are top priorities and will not be af-
fected by the budget reduction.

Areas that could be cut include travel, administration functions,
non-deployment related training and new contracts, Hampton said.

No budget crisis for Department of Navy

While the nation’s war on terrorism has the
Air Force cutting programs to avoid a bud-
get crisis, no such edict has come from
the Navy, officials said.

The Navy described its budget
shortfall as “marginal.”

The service is depending on Con-
gress to dole out additional dollars be-
yond the Pentagon’s regular budget
to pay for the wear and tear on Navy
assets and cost of the war, particularly
for costs incurred with the high operation-
al tempo of the Marine Corps.

“In the current fiscal year, we are having to ‘cash-flow’ a large por-
tion of the costs of war, but are planning on the U.S. Congress to ap-
prove the [fiscal year] 2005 supplemental requested by the presi-
dent,” Navy spokeswoman Lt. Pauline Pimentel said.

Of the White House’s $82 billion fiscal 2005 emergency supplemen-
tal request now before Congress, less than one-third — about $25 bil-
lion — is earmarked for the Department of the Navy, comprised of
the Navy and Marine Corps. And of that $25 billion, $20 billion would
go to the Marine Corps, according to Navy budget documents.

In its early stages, the war took a chunk out of Navy budgets, and to
compensate officials trimmed Navy Morale, Welfare and Recreation
programs. Today, the budgetary picture is much different, officials in
Europe said. They were unable to provide detailed information by
deadline, but said they were working on a comprehensive view of the
financial impact on naval facilities.

— Stars and Stripes

BY STEVE MRAZ

Stars and Stripes

While U.S. Army Europe’s roughly $2 billion an-
nual budget has not been decreased as a result of
the global war on terrorism, Army officials in Eu-
rope say they have been asked by the Department
of the Army to watch spending during the next two
months.

The tone of that message was not that the Army
was facing a budget crisis, but rather to make sure
budget officers focused on priorities, said Gary
Marlar, USAREUR’s budget officer.

Earlier this month, Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. John Jumper
ordered Air Force commands
to cut spending and delay
programs considered a
lower priority than the
war.

The military expects
funding in May from the
White House-requested
$82 billion supplemental
spending bill. About $75 bil-
lion of that is for defense-re-
lated expenditures.

In the meantime, USAREUR
has prioritized its funding to ensure
soldiers and units are adequately
equipped and trained for combat in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, Marlar said. Also of priority are quali-
ty-of-life programs for soldiers and their families,
but funding those priorities has not come without
consequences, he said.

“To ensure we can most efficiently and effective-
ly support these priorities, we have implemented
several initiatives to reduce, defer or eliminate
non-essential expenditures where possible,” Mar-
lar said in a written statement.

“To date, we have not ... canceled specific
projects or programs. In addition to the normal re-
view of day-to-day operations such as travel, over-
time, etc., we are reviewing theater maintenance
operations to ensure that we continue to perform
predeployment and reconstitution maintenance in
the most efficient, cost-effective manner.”

Other measures the Army is taking include:

� Reminding commanders not to acquire or ship

equipment their units will receive upon arrival in
theater;

� Scrutinizing contractual actions to ensure they
are essential to current operations and to deter-
mine which can be deferred or canceled with mini-
mal risk;

� Analyzing support requirements in the Bal-
kans to ensure logistical support is being accom-
plished in the most efficient, cost-effective manner
possible.

To date, USAREUR has received about half of its
annual $1 billion budget. An estimated $150

million in regular budget money will
come its way at the end of the

month. USAREUR will have to
make do with that amount until

supplemental funding ar-
rives, Marlar said.

Officials at the Army’s In-
stallation Management
Agency-Europe do not be-
lieve the agency’s essential
services are in danger as a
result of “near term cash

challenges” brought on by
the cost of the global war on

terrorism, according to a writ-
ten statement by Kim Walz, chief

of public affairs for IMA-E.

Walz said some IMA-E actions have been
scaled back. In the near term, IMA-E cannot con-
duct actions other than those absolutely necessary,
the statement read.

But when asked for specifics, another IMA-E offi-
cial was unable to provide examples of services
that have been affected. In fact, according to an
e-mail from Millie Waters, an IMA-E spokeswom-
an, the agency has “not scaled back any services.”

In the end, the Army will take care of its soldiers
and families, Walz said.

“As soon as the supplemental is passed by Con-
gress, we expect to be back to full business in all
our functional areas,” according to her statement.

“The Army, USAREUR and IMA leadership are
all committed to support the well-being of our
force and our installations.”

E-mail Steve Mraz at:

mrazs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Battling recruiting
and retention shortfalls among its
part-time soldiers, the Army is launching a
new experimental policy approving the ac-
ceptance of not-so-young recruits into the
ranks of the Army National Guard and Re-
serve.

Dubbed a three-year “test,” the new poli-
cy will bump up the maximum age for new
enlistments from 34 years to 39 years, ac-
cording to an Army announcement.

The policy applies to both men and
women joining the military for the first
time. The older recruits will be eligible for
the same enlistment bonuses and other in-
centives as younger volunteers, according
the announcement. Those with prior ser-
vice experience interested in reserves duty
remain under existing rules.

“The program will evaluate the feasibili-
ty of a permanent change to Army Reserve
Component enlistment policy,” reads the
announcement. The test program begins

immediately and will run through Septem-
ber 30, 2008. Set by law, the maximum age
for active-duty recruits will remain at less
than 35 years old.

The move comes as reserve recruiters
are struggling to convince potential re-
cruits to join even as unit leaders are fail-
ing to convince enough troops to stay in uni-
form beyond initial contracts. Hundreds of
thousands of part-time citizen soldiers
have found themselves facing full-time
duty in the combat zones, mostly under
two-year mobilization orders. Of the more
than 412,000 Guard and Reserve troops
who have been activated since Sept. 11,
2001, more than 63,000 have been mobi-
lized twice, according to Pentagon figures.

Nearly half of the forces now in the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia come from the re-
serve components, noted Charles S. Abell,

the Pentagon’s top personnel officer, in pre-
pared remarks delivered before lawmak-
ers March 16.

With that as backdrop, he wrote, “This
will be a very challenging year for recruit-
ing for the reserve components particular-
ly in the Army National Guard and Re-
serve,” which have born the vast majority
of combat deployments among reserve
forces. Both the Army Guard and Reserve,
he wrote “are at high risk of falling short of
their recruiting objectives.”

To help stem the tide, the Army National
Guard is increasing its recruiting force by
more than 25 percent, adding 1,400 new re-
cruiters. Meanwhile, the Army Reserve is
nearly doubling its recruiting ranks with
734 new recruiters.

The Army’s new policy should help their
efforts.

“Raising the maximum age for non-prior
service enlistment expands the recruiting
pool, provides motivated individuals an op-
portunity to serve, and strengthens the
readiness of Reserve units,” according to
the Army statement announcing the new
policy.

All applicants must meet the same eligi-
bility standards, to include passing the
same physical standards and medical ex-
amination.

“Experience has shown that older re-
cruits who can meet the physical demands
of military service generally make excel-
lent Soldiers based on their maturity, moti-
vation, loyalty, and patriotism,” reads the
announcement.

It’s too early to say how much the new
policy will help recruiters, but officials are
hopeful.

“The impact of the measure on meeting
enlistment goals has not been forecast, but
it is expected to contribute to the Army’s ef-
forts to recruit top-quality individuals,” ac-
cording to the announcement.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:

jon.anderson@stripes.osd.mil

Army heightens focus on budget priorities
While waiting on supplemental money,

USAREUR to trim nonessential spending

Maximum age raised for Army reserves recruits
3-year ‘test’ program meant to make up for
difficulties in enticing new GI enlistments
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BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — John Ridley doesn’t
see anything wrong with paying $9,800 for
a martini he didn’t particularly like.

“You hear about it, and it’s so insane that
you have to try it,” he said. “Some people
jump out of a plane for an adventure; I
bought an expensive drink.”

But his real explanation is that some-
times writers do crazy things for a good
story. Ridley, who penned the big screen
hits “Three Kings” and “U-Turn,” chroni-
cled his humorous $490-per-sip experi-

ence for National Pub-
lic Radio last month.

It’s the ice, not the
drink, that’s expen-
sive. At the Algonquin
Hotel in New York,
each of the special-or-
dered martinis con-
tains a several-carat
diamond submerged
in the vodka, and re-
quires the drinker to
meet with a jeweler a
day in advance to dis-
cuss the cut and clari-

ty of the stone.
So far, only two of the Algonquin’s dia-

mond-laden drinks have been ordered.
The first, purchased in December, was
used by a New York man to propose to his
girlfriend (He spent $13,000; she said yes).

Ridley’s high-society stunt had a differ-
ent but still noble cause. He sold his

1.5-carat diamond and donated the pro-
ceeds to the Walter Reed Society, which as-
sists relatives of troops under care at the
Army hospital, to bring awareness to the
charity.

“When it comes to war, most people get
in their heads one of two outcomes: Either
the troops will come back to their loved
ones, or they’ll be killed,” he said.

“But it gets out of people’s minds the
number of people injured. No matter how
you feel about the war, you have to think of
these soldiers.”

The NPR commentary, Ridley said, of-
fered a way to get that message to millions

of listeners.
And it only cost him the price of a small

car.
“I didn’t tell my wife about it ahead of

time,” he said, laughing. “I thought once it
was all done and they ran the piece, I could
explain it to her.”

Ridley said she has been very under-
standing, but has been calling him an idiot.

His drink order was a vesper martini —
the drink of choice for James Bond in Ian
Fleming’s spy novels, before Sean Connery
replaced the gin and Lillet with vermouth
for his onscreen, unstirred cocktail.

That literary angle, the debonair Bond

image and the mystery of a cocktail less-or-
dered seemed perfect for the adventure
Ridley was seeking.

Instead, it was stronger than he expect-
ed — good, but not what he would have pre-
ferred.

And the drink was plunked down on the
bar unceremoniously, just like any other al-
coholic offering.

Worse still, the diamond was nearly
thrown out by an overanxious waiter clear-
ing the bar.

That’s not exactly the experience one
would expect for a drink with a $9,000-plus
markup.

“You could tell the presentation was lack-
ing,” he said. “And, clearly, there’s nothing
in it that makes it taste better. But I did get
a nervous thrill as it came to me. You keep
thinking, ‘Is it worth writing out this check
for?’

“The next day, I kept asking myself if
that was the most insane thing I’ve ever
done. It’s a different kind of hangover.”

Still, the donation justified the experi-
ence in Ridley’s mind. He sold the dia-
mond for $7,000, got another $1,000 from
the hotel, and earmarked the money for
the Operation Iraqi Freedom Family Sup-
port Fund.

So in the end, his martini and story
ended up costing only $1,800.

“People think I’m a goofball, but it was a
fun thing to do,” he said. “I’ll be out looking
for the next thing soon. But I have a feeling
for the rest of the year, it’s going to be on
the cheap.”

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Writer sells diamond from $9,800 martini, donates proceeds to the Walter Reed Society

Good deed is a ‘different kind of hangover’

JEFFREY KATZ/NPR

A close-up view of the 1.5-carat diamond that came with John Ridley’s $9,800 martini.

Ridley
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BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The De-
fense Department announced a
new sexual assault reporting poli-
cy on Friday that allows victims
to notify authorities of the attack
and receive medical treatment
without automatically triggering
an official military investigation.

The DOD’s current policy,
which requires an official mili-
tary investigation to begin as
soon as a sexual assault is report-
ed by a servicemember, discour-
ages many victims from coming
forward, according to David Chu,
undersecretary of defense for
personnel and readiness.

Many experts believe sexual as-
sault to be “the most under-re-
ported violent crime in the nation
and in the military,” Chu told Pen-
tagon reporters.

The new policy “is a big
change,” Chu said, because vic-
tims will now have some time to
get medical treatment and to
learn about legal options before
an official investigation kicks off.

Victims will also have more
control over the release of his or
her personal information, Chu
said.

Under restricted reporting, vic-
tims will be allowed to discuss de-
tails of their attack in confidence
with a designated “sexual assault
response coordinator,” or SARC,
or with a health-care provider,
who will then notify the base’s
SARC instead of law enforce-
ment or the base commander.

Victims already have the right
to discuss sexual assaults as
“privileged communications”
with military chaplains, and the
policy does not change that pro-
tection.

The SARC then will assign a
victim advocate, whose job is to
accurately describe all of the vic-
tim’s rights and options, includ-

ing a criminal investigation.

The advocate will give victims
the sense that “Now I have some-
body with me; I’m not in this by

myself,” Brig. Gen. K.C. Mc-
Clain, commander of the Joint
Task Force Sexual Assault Pre-
vention and Response, said dur-

ing Friday’s press conference.

Unless the victim gives permis-
sion for unrestricted reporting of
his or her case, the SARC, medi-
cal provider and victim advocate
will be forbidden from discussing
any oral, written or electronic
communications with that person
with command authorities or mili-
tary or civilian law enforcement
officials.

The SARC is obligated to re-
port the general outlines of the
case to command authorities
within 24 hours of the incident, as
long as the report omits any infor-
mation that “could reasonably
lead to personal identification,”
according to the memorandum.

That requirement will ensure
that commanders will have “a
more realistic assessment of
what’s actually happening in
their jurisdictions,” because they
will receive information on
events that were previously
going unreported, Chu said.

Undersecretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz signed the memo-
randum that created the changes
March 16.

But the policy does not become
effective for another 90 days, to
give time to train all DOD person-
nel in the new policy, as well as
training for commanders, health
personnel and other key partici-
pants in sexual assault response,
Chu said.

“It’s going to take quite some
time to do this,” Chu said.

The new policy complies with a
requirement in the 2004 defense
budget authorization that con-
tained a clause requiring the Pen-
tagon address the confidential re-
porting of sexual assault.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Survey: Most academy assaults unreported

Stars and Stripes

U.S. Army Europe maintenance and
supply units were recognized last week
for excellence at the unit and organiza-
tional level.

At the Tuesday awards ceremony in
Heidelberg, Germany, Brig. Gen. Rebec-
ca S. Halstead, called logisticians “the he-
roes on the battlefield” and praised main-
tenance and supply soldiers for their
“selfless service.”

Established in 1982, the Army Award
for Maintenance Excellence was de-
signed to improve and sustain unit main-
tenance readiness; to evaluate the status
of total unit maintenance operations; to
recognize outstanding unit level accom-
plishments and initiatives; and to pro-
mote competition at the major command,

Army and Defense Department levels.

The Army Supply Excellence Program
recognizes supply excellence at the unit
and organizational level.

On the maintenance side, the winners
were:

� Large Table of Organization and
Equipment/Modification Table of Organi-
zation and Equipment: 95th Military Police
Battalion, 37th Transportation Command,
21st Theater Support Command;

� Large Table of Distribution and Allow-
ance: Maintenance Activity Kaiserslaut-
ern, General Support Center-Europe, 21st
Theater Support Command;

� Medium TOE/MTOE: Company C,
17th Signal Battalion, 22nd Signal Brigade,
V Corps;

� Medium TDA: Maintenance Activity
Pirmasens, General Support Center-Eu-

rope, 21st Theater Support Command;

� Small TOE/MTOE: Battery E, 6th Bat-
talion, 52nd Air Defense Artillery Regi-
ment, 69th Air Defense Artillery Brigade,
V Corps;

� Small TDA: Equipment Storage Site
(Expanded), 7th Army Reserve Command.

On the supply side, the winners were:

� Large Supply Support Activity: Supply
Support Activity, 5th Maintenance Compa-
ny, 191st Ordnance Battalion, 29th Support
Group, 21st TSC;

� Small Supply Support Activity: Supply
Support Activity, 147th Maintenance Com-
pany, 71st Corps Support Battalion, 7th
Corps Support Group, 3rd Corps Support
Command, V Corps;

� Small TDA: Maintenance Activity
Mannheim, General Support Center-Eu-
rope, 21st TSC;

� TOE battalion category: 421st Medi-
cal Battalion, 30th Medical Group;

� TOE company category: 51st Trans-
portation Company, 181st Transportation
Battalion, 16th Corps Support Group, 3rd
Corps Support Command, V Corps.

The Installation Management Agen-
cy-Europe winners for supply are:

� Large Supply Support Activity: Sup-
ply Support Activity, 22nd Area Support
Group;

� Small Supply Support Activity: Sup-
ply Support Activity, 80th ASG;

� Property Book: Property Book,
222nd Base Support Battalion, 104th
ASG;

� Small TDA: Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company, 98th ASG;

� TOE company: Headquarters, Head-
quarters Company, 6th ASG.

AP

Under Secretary of Defense David Chu, right, Joint Task Force Sexual Assault Prevention and Response

Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain, center, and Inspector General Joseph E. Schmitz hold a press conference at the

Pentagon on Friday to deliver the results of the sexual misconduct survey.

Credit Union donates to tsunami effort

Service Credit Union recently sent $127,632 to help re-
lief efforts associated with the 2004 tsunami that struck
southeast Asia.

The credit union matched the $63,816 donated by its
members and non-members between mid-January and
Feb. 28. The total was given to AmeriCares, a non-profit di-
saster relief and humanitarian aid organization.

The individual donations were collected at Service Cred-
it Union’s 13 branches in Germany.

“This could not have been made possible without the
generosity of our members and the non-members,” said
Natasha Blake, senior administrative assistant with the
credit union.

USAFE ‘network defenders’ take award

The “network defenders” of U.S. Air Forces in Europe
Communications and Information directorate have been
recognized as the best in information assurance.

The Pentagon recently honored the directorate for keep-

ing computer and information networks safe and for supe-
rior support to the region.

The Department of Defense Information Assurance
Award honors commands that provide exceptional sup-
port to “integrated information assurance, situational
awareness and command and control.” The assistant sec-
retary of defense for networks and information integration
issues the award.

Also, the USAFE Network Operations and Security Cen-
ter at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, was recognized for in-
tegrating alert, warning and response capabilities.

From staff reports

USAREUR hands out maintenance, supply awards

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — One female student in seven
attending the nation’s military academies last
spring said she had been sexually assaulted since
becoming a cadet or midshipman, according to a
report on the first survey of sexual misconduct on
the three campuses released Friday by the De-
fense Department.

More than half the women studying at the Naval,
Air Force and Army academies reported experi-
encing some form of sexual harassment on cam-
pus, according to survey responses. But few of
those incidents, and only a third of the assaults,
were reported to authorities.

The survey, conducted largely in response to al-
legations of widespread sexual harassment and as-

sault at the Air Force Academy in 2003, suggests a
prevailing climate at the academies that worries
military leaders. Too many students condone
off-color jokes and unwanted sexual advances. Too
few dare to confront classmates with their trans-
gressions or to report them to anyone else, the sur-
vey shows.

In March and April 2004, the Defense Depart-
ment surveyed 1,906 women, or nearly all of the
1,971 who attend the three academies, along with a
representative sample of 3,107 men.

Among the women surveyed last spring across
the three academies, 262 students reported 302 inci-
dents of sexual assault, including 94 instances of al-
leged rape. About 176 cases involved inappropriate
touching and fondling. Men reported 55 sexual as-
saults. The incidents occurred from 1999 to 2004.

DOD unveils sex assault reporting policy
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The score-
card of winners and losers in the
Iraq war is long — and far from
certain.

The final tally may not be clear
for years, as democracy takes pre-
carious hold and an insurgency
shows little sign of disappearing.
The legacy of a president, though
re-elected, still hangs on what
Iraq looks like in a few decades.

For now at least, the winner’s
circle includes defense contrac-
tors and Iraq’s ballot boxes, which
were used in free elections for the
first time in a half-century.

On the other side, the deposed
and captured Saddam Hussein
awaits trial, while a far worse fate
has befallen many others: More
than 1,500 U.S. troops and untold
thousands of Iraqis are dead.

Winner: Bush, re-elected de-
spite rising troop deaths, a mount-
ing insurgency and no evidence
of weapons of mass destruction.

Loser: Sen. John Kerry, the
Democratic presidential candi-
date whose stance(s) on Iraq led
Republicans to brand him a
flip-flopper.

Winner: Kurds and Shiites, two
ethnic groups long oppressed
under Saddam, will hold the
strings in the new Iraqi govern-
ment.

Loser: Sunni Arabs, the minori-
ty that was dominant under Sadd-
am, will struggle to have a politi-
cal voice in the new Iraq.

Winner: The ballot box, visited
by millions in January to mark
the country’s first independent
elections since opposition won
seats in 1954.

Loser: Threats of election day
violence, which failed to deter
those millions from casting votes.

Winner: Defense and civilian
contractors, who have signed
deals worth hundreds of billions to
outfit U.S. troops and help rebuild
Iraq. Halliburton alone has been
awarded billions in contracts.

Loser: Iraqi oil fields, the
once-presumed financier for re-
construction. Oil profits have not
materialized as the fields were
found in total disrepair and terror-
ist sabotage has stymied restart-
ing them.

Winner: Iraqi media, once an
organ of Saddam’s Baath party. A
plethora of freewheeling newspa-
pers, radio and television stations
emerged in his absence.

Loser: U.S. media, for failing to
fully investigate Bush administra-
tion claims about Iraqi WMD.

Winner: “Shock and awe,” the
quick and intense bombing of Iraqi
cities that sowed confusion among
Iraq’s leadership and allowed U.S.
troops to quickly advance.

Loser: “Mission Accom-
plished,” Bush’s banner back-
drop when he announced the end
of major combat operations in
May 2003. All but 138 U.S. troop
deaths have come after his air-
craft carrier declaration.

BY RICHARD WHITTLE

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — A week
after U.S. troops invaded Iraq, as
sand storms and attacks by fanati-
cal paramilitaries threatened sup-
ply lines and inflicted casualties,
the commander of the 101st Air-
borne Division betrayed misgiv-
ings.

“Tell me how this ends,” Maj.
Gen. David Petraeus challenged
a Washington Post reporter em-
bedded with his unit.

Two years after the conflict
began on March 19, 2003, no one
yet knows the answer.

More than 1,500 U.S. service
members have died and more
than 11,500 have been wounded
since the war began.

Nearly 150,000 U.S. troops are
still in the country.

“This is probably a decade-long
process,” judged Sen. Jack Reed,
D-R.I., a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and a
former Army Ranger.

The “natural lifespan” of most
insurgencies is roughly eight to
15 years, said Steven Metz, a
counterinsurgency expert at the
U.S. Army War College. But “I
would fully expect within two
years for the U.S. [troops] to be al-
most exclusively in an advisory
role,” he said.

President Bush and other key
officials avoid such forecasts.

“Our troops will come home
when Iraq is capable of defending
herself,” the president told a
news conference Wednesday.

If opinions vary on when the
troops might be withdrawn, most
analysts agree that the answer de-
pends on how long it takes to do
three things:

� Establish a new government.
� Resuscitate the economy.
� Train sufficient Iraqi securi-

ty forces to replace U.S. troops.
Here’s a look at where things

stand on the war’s second anniver-
sary:

A new government

“We’re making progress in
helping Iraq develop a democra-
cy,” Bush said in January. Four
days later, millions of Iraqis
braved insurgent threats and
went to the polls to elect a nation-
al assembly. Joyously, defiantly,
many waved ink-stained fingers
in the air to show that they’d
voted.

A poll conducted between Feb.
7 and March 5, found that 61.5
percent of 2,200 Iraqis surveyed
in 15 of the country’s 18 provinc-
es felt their country was “headed
in the right direction,” reports the
International Republican Insti-
tute(www.iri.org/03-15-05-IraqP
oll.asp).

Bush and others have been cele-
brating the Iraqis’ enthusiasm for
democracy ever since the elec-
tion. But much remains to be

done to reach the goal of a firmly
rooted democratic government.

The 275-member Transitional
National Assembly convened for
the first time in Baghdad on
Wednesday. In coming weeks it is
to elect a speaker, a prime minis-
ter and a three-member presiden-
cy council. By Aug. 15, it is to
write a constitution, then submit
it to a popular referendum by Oc-
tober.

Reviving the economy

Iraq’s economy — distorted by
30 years of dictatorship, three
wars and 10 years of U.N. econom-
ic sanctions — remains devastat-
ed and little progress has been
made in rebuilding it.

Congress voted $18.4 billion for
reconstruction in November
2003, but 16 months later, less
than $4 billion has been spent.

“The insurgency makes it very
difficult to accomplish much,”
noted James Placke, a Mideast ex-
pert with Cambridge Energy Re-
search Associates.

U.S. and Iraqi authorities had
hoped the country’s electric grid
would be producing 6,000 mega-
watts daily by last July 1. So far in
March, the level was 3,608 mega-
watts.

U.S. reconstruction officials
said at the Pentagon recently that
while they have begun hundreds
of new projects since the Jan. 30
elections, much of the money has
gone for security — fences,
guards, armored cars and the
like.

Meanwhile, inflation is raging
at 31 percent and unemployment
is somewhere between 28 and 40
percent, according to the nonpar-
tisan Brookings Institution.

Building security forces

Anthony Cordesman of the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International
Studies said in testimony to a
House subcommittee last week
that the job of establishing new se-
curity forces got off to a slow start
because of the “failure” of U.S. of-
ficials to anticipate the insurgen-
cy.

And in a February report on
Iraq’s security forces, Cordes-
man wrote that they had been
hampered by low morale, infiltra-
tion and intimidation by insur-
gents, cowardice and inexperi-
enced leadership.

But he added that much
progress has been made since
last summer, when the task of
training and equipping most of
Iraq’s forces was assigned to now
Lt. Gen. Petraeus, who won his
third star after spending a year in
Iraq leading the 101st Airborne.

“It is far too soon to claim suc-
cess, or any kind of tipping point
in the development of Iraqi forc-
es,” Cordesman said, but Iraqi of-
ficers and officials think their
forces “should be able to secure
much of the country by 2006.”

Winners and losers of the war

Analysts: Troop withdraw depends
on establishing new government,
better economy and Iraqi security

After 2 years, where does Iraq stand?
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BY EDWARD HARRIS

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Attackers
gunned down a police officer Sat-
urday in Kirkuk, then bombed a
funeral procession carrying his
corpse, killing three other police-
men and wounding two, officials
said.

The attackers sprayed automat-
ic-weapons fire from a vehicle,
killing the policeman as he made
his way to the station house early
Saturday, police Capt. Ahmed
Shinrani said. Hours later, a road-
side bomb hit mourners and secu-
rity forces transporting the
corpse for burial.

“This is a criminal act. The
mourners were doing a religious
duty. I don’t understand how
someone could blast a funeral,”
wailed Allaa Talaban, sister of
one of the officers killed in the
blast in Kirkuk, an oil-rich city
180 miles north of Baghdad.

Assailants in Baghdad also
killed police Commissioner
Ahmed Ali Kadim as he traveled
to his office in the Doura neigh-
borhood of the capital, said Falah

Al-Mohammadawi, an investiga-
tor in the precinct.

Elsewhere in Baghdad, a series
of blasts sent smoke up from the
banks of the Tigris River, a few
yards outside the heavily fortified
Green Zone. Cobra attack helicop-
ters flashed overhead.

A suicide attacker detonated a
car bomb, targeting a U.S. mili-
tary patrol on a highway north-
west of Ramadi, 70 miles west of
Baghdad in the restive region
known as the Sunni Triangle,
Iraqi police Sgt. Laith Ismael
said.

The car bomb “detonated pre-
maturely, before it could reach
the patrol,” the U.S. military said
in a statement. No casualties
were reported.

Iraqis kept up protests Satur-
day against a Jordanian man they
believe carried out a suicide
bombing that killed 125 people in
Hillah on Feb. 28. “No, no to ter-
rorism,” chanted about 200 peo-
ple in Baqouba, 35 miles north-
east of Baghdad.

The Jordanian daily Al-Ghad
had reported that the man, Raed
Mansour al-Banna, carried out the

attack, the single deadliest of the
Iraqi insurgency. The paper later
issued a correction, however, say-
ing it was not known where in Iraq
al-Banna carried out an assault.

Al-Banna’s family has denied his
involvement in the Hillah attack,
saying he was killed while carrying
out a suicide bombing in Mosul.

More than 2,000 Shiite demon-

strators marched through Bagh-
dad on Friday, raising the Iraqi
flag over Jordan’s Embassy and
demanding an apology from the
Jordanian government.

On Wednesday, the leader of
the clergy-backed United Iraqi Al-
liance claimed during Iraq’s first
National Assembly meeting that
neighboring Jordan wasn’t doing
enough to prevent terrorists from
slipping into Iraq.

A number of Iraqi politicians,
including interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi, have demanded ex-
planations from the Jordanian
government.

Jordanian government spokes-
woman Asma Khader con-
demned terrorism and stressed
her country’s solidarity with the
Iraqi people.

“The government condemns
strongly any attack against the
Iraqi people, in particular the hid-
eous massacre of Hillah which
killed scores of innocent people,”
Khader said. “We have put inten-
sive measures to track those ter-
rorists and there is security coor-
dination with Iraq to protect the
borders of both countries.”

The Associated Press

LONDON — Tens of thousands of anti-war pro-
testers marked the second anniversary of the U.S.-
led invasion of Iraq with demonstrations across Eu-
rope on Saturday.

In Britain, police said about 45,000 demonstrators
participated in a march from London’s Hyde Park
past the American Embassy and on to Trafalgar
Square.

“We got the Iraqis into this mess, we need to help
them out of it,” said protester Kit MacLean, 29.

In the southern Turkish city of Adana, home to a
Turkish military base used by American forces, pro-
testers laid a black wreath in front of the U.S. Consu-
late to protest the war, the Anatolia news agency re-
ported.

In Athens, Greece, about 3,000 protesters brought
the city center to a standstill for three hours and
painted outlines of bodies outside the U.S. Embassy.

The protests were nowhere near as big as those in
February 2003, just before the war, when millions
marched in cities around the world to urge U.S. Pres-
ident George W. Bush and his allies not to attack
Iraq.

With international forces still facing a violent op-
position in Iraq, protesters were divided about what
to demand from leaders now. While some wanted a
full troop withdrawal, others argued that that would
leave Iraqis in a worse position than before the inva-
sion.

Security was heavy outside the U.S. Embassy in
London, where cement barricades and metal fences
blocked the building, as they have since the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks.

Two former British soldiers placed a cardboard
coffin bearing the words “100,000 dead” outside the
embassy.

Iraqi policeman killed, his funeral bombed

AP

A Greenpeace activist dressed like the angel of death carries a sickle going through a baby doll during an

anti-war protest Saturday in Istanbul, Turkey. Thousands of anti-war protesters gathered around the world to

mark the second anniversary of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,519
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,155 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, according
to the Defense Department.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is six higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m.
EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 21;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the

Netherlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary, Ka-
zakhstan and Latvia one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,381 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,049 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according to
the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� A soldier was killed Friday
in small arms fire while on pa-
trol in northeast Baghdad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� No identifications reported.

Memorial held for GI who died in Afghanistan

A memorial service was held Saturday for an American soldier
killed by a land mine Wednesday in western Afghanistan.

Staff Sgt. Shane Koele of Hartley, Iowa, was assigned to the 212th
Military Police Company out of Kitzingen, Germany.

Four other soldiers were injured when the armored Humvee they
were riding in struck an anti-tank mine.

Two were treated and returned to duty and two others were taken
to the military hospital at Bagram Air Base, treated and released.

According to a news release issued by the Coalition Press Informa-
tion Center in Kabul, the military police unit had only recently ar-
rived in Afghanistan.

On Tuesday night, two vehicles were out conducting a patrol about
12 miles south of the town of Shindand when one of military police
vehicles became stuck in the mud.

During recovery attempts Wednesday, the Humvee that Koele
was riding in struck a mine.

Koele, 25, is survived by a wife and infant daughter.

From staff reports

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Protests mark invasion anniversary
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BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

BAQOUBA, Iraq — At 10 a.m.
Wednesday, the newly arrived sol-
diers were scheduled to rehearse
a mass-casualty situation at their
medical facility. Practice makes
perfect, after all.

But about an hour before the re-
hearsal was to start, a car bomb
exploded near their front gate.
The rehearsal was called off, and
a real-life drama unfolded. The
soldiers worked through the con-
trolled chaos and learned some
lessons along the way.

“You never know when it’s
going to happen or where,” said
Capt. Al Paul, commander of
“Charlie Med,” Company C,
203rd Forward Support Battal-
ion, which operates the Teal Med-
ical Facility at Forward Operat-
ing Base Warhorse.

Four Iraqi army soldiers were
killed in the blast; three died in-
stantly and the fourth died on one
of the clinic’s operating tables.

Most of the 55 soldiers who
make up Charlie Med and an addi-
tional 36 who belong to attached,
related units arrived in Iraq in
January or February as part of
the 42nd Infantry Division’s task
Force Liberty,
which now over-
sees operations
in north-central
Iraq.

Their bap-
tism by fire
began soon
after the 8:43
a.m. blast was
heard, and
radio crackle began reporting ca-
sualties.

“It’s not a scheduled event,”
Paul said. “We had personnel all
over. They still have other duties.
Some have to pull [security]. We
had others who were teaching a
class.”

Within two hours, 17 Iraqi
troops who were wounded were
stabilized. Some were evacuated
by helicopter to an Air Force The-
atre Hospital in nearby Balad.
Others were treated and returned

to duty.

“We did better than I thought
we were going to,” said 21-

year-old Spc. Penney Gainer of

Cary, Ill., one of the first to arrive

at Warhorse’s front gate, where

the victims were being brought.

“It was mine and a lot of peo-

ple’s first time we’d seen a mass-
casualty [event] like that,” she
said.

An hour after the clinic had
cleared, the soldiers of Charlie
Med reviewed what went right

and made sug-
gestions on
how to im-
prove. They
graded their
effort a
B-plus.

Among the
adjustments
they said they
would make

before “next time”:
� Post guards to restrict the

flow of people into and out of the
small clinic as the casualties
were being treated;

� Have rooms better marked
so stretcher-bearers would know
where to carry the wounded;

� Be better prepared to handle
additional casualties in case of
multiple attacks occurred in
rapid succession.

They also discussed ways per-
sonnel other than doctors and
medics — such as supply special-
ists and those who maintain the
medical equipment — could as-
sist in a more preplanned way.

Afterward, some of the soldiers
said that Wednesday’s real-life
emergency gave them experi-
ence and taught lessons they
could have never learned in the
rehearsal that had been planned.

“When I see a patient on the
table and the wounds they have
and the blood on my gloves, it al-
ways gets me, even if they’re not
wearing the same uniform,” said
Spc. Linda Perez, 21, of Copperas
Cove, Texas.

“You can’t practice [like that]
on a fake patient.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:

coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Attack gives medical unit a baptism by fire

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Above: Soldiers from Company C, 203rd Forward Support Battalion,

treat casualties. A mass-casualty rehearsal for recently arrived soldiers

was scheduled for Wednesday morning, but it was called off after real

life took precedence — a car bomb exploding near the front gate of

Forward Operating Base Warhorse.

Left: Capt. Cheryle Hartley of Nantui Glo, Pa., removes shrapnel from

the leg of an Iraqi soldier Wednesday at Forward Operating Base War-

horse in Baqouba, Iraq, while other soldiers from Company C, 203rd

Forward Support Battalion assist her.

When I see a patient on the table and the

wounds they have and the blood on my

gloves, it always gets me, even if they’re

not wearing the same uniform.

Spc. Linda Perez
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BAGRAM AIR BASE, Af-
ghanistan — The Flying Tigers
achieved fame by helping the
Chinese take on the Japanese
in World War II.

Originally an all-volunteer
force, the group of pilots kept a
supply route open from Burma
to China starting in the 1930s.

Seven decades later, the
23rd Fighter Group flies daily
near China, supporting ground
troops in Afghanistan.

According to Col. Warren
Henderson, the group com-
mander, one of the planes’ ties
to the past are the shark teeth
they sport — a rare ornament
for fighter aircraft in the Air
Force.

But it is not the only one.
“Basically, the Flying Tigers
have been involved in every
conflict we’ve had since World
War II,” he said.

About a squadron’s worth of
A-10s — between 12 and 18
planes — are serving a
four-month stint in Afghani-
stan. They’ll be followed by
the other half of the group for
the following four months.

— Kent Harris

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Lt. Col. Tim Strasburger, an A-10 pilot with the 23rd Fighter Group

from Pope Air Force Base, N.C., flies his aircraft about every other day.

Behind him are A-10s with the famed “Flying Tigers” nose paintings.

Flying high since
World War II

‘Warthogs’ prove their
mettle in Afghanistan

A-10 “Warthog” pilots and ground crews at Bagram Air Base prepare Saturday for another sortie over

Afghanistan. The planes are in the sky around the clock, supporting troops on the ground or carrying out

reconnaissance missions.

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghani-
stan — When American soldiers
encounter the enemy in this coun-
try of seemingly endless moun-
tains and rocky valleys, they can
count on one thing their enemies
can’t: air power.

Much of that power is supplied
by a small group of pilots who fly
A-10 Thunderbolt IIs, somewhat
affectionately known as “War-
thogs.”

They admittedly are not as ele-
gant — or as fast — as their fighter
counterparts, such as the F-15 or
F-16. But the pilots taking the
planes up daily into the skies over
Afghanistan say they wouldn’t
want to be flying anything else.

“I think this aircraft is perfect
for what we’re doing here right
now,” said Col. Warren Hender-
son, commander of the 23rd Fight-
er Group at Pope Air Force Base,
N.C., and 455th Expeditionary Op-
erations Group commander at
Bagram.

And just what is that?
“The basic thing we do here is

support the guys on the ground
with whatever they need,” said
Capt. Joe Scholtz, who had just fin-
ished a six-hour mission Saturday.

Sometimes, the mere presence
of an A-10 overhead can discour-
age attacks, the Air Force pilots
say.

Other times, soldiers on the
ground who have called in help
from the friends in the skies see
their opposition quit fighting and
take off.

“When [enemy forces] see the
A-10 overhead, they know it’s time
to disengage and run away,” Hend-
erson said.

The planes are touted by some
for their ability to destroy enemy
tanks, but there are not a lot of ar-
mored vehicles for the A-10s to
fire on in Afghanistan.

Instead, with the help of a new
targeting system that allows pilots
to see better at night, the aircraft
are carrying out reconnaissance
missions, as well as supporting

convoys and visits by dignitaries
to special events.

And those reconnaissance mis-
sions don’t always involve poten-
tial enemies. On Friday night,
A-10s helped locate local residents
threatened by floodwaters in west-
ern Afghanistan. The pilots then
gave the coordinates to Army heli-
copters that swooped in and res-
cued hundreds of stranded citi-
zens.

Pilots like Scholtz, Capt. Ron Ol-
iver and Lt. Col. Tim Strasburger
are in the air about every other
day. But their squadron of planes
is in the skies around the clock.

The planes that Scholtz and
Strasburger flew Saturday would
be ready for another mission in
about an hour, they said.

The planes don’t complain, Oliv-
er said.

“The more you fly them, the bet-
ter they fly,” he said.

The pilots say they could have a
busy spring, with anticoalition
forces expected to mount more at-
tacks on forces on the ground.

“I’d rather support a guy on the
ground than get an air-to-air kill
any day,” Strasburger said, ac-
knowledging a difference between
A-10 pilots and some of their fight-
er brethren.

“I guarantee you that at any
Army post you go to, the A-10 guys
drink for free.”

Of course, that doesn’t hold true
in Afghanistan, where U.S. service-
members are not permitted to
drink alcohol.

But there might be a few rounds
waiting in North Carolina when
the pilots return to Pope and their
Fort Bragg neighbors — in this
case, members of the 1st Brigade,
82nd Airborne Division — end
their yearlong tour in Afghanistan.

E-mail Kent Harris at:

harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

A-10s provide ground troops intimidating sky support
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BY MITCH STACY

The Associated Press

The mother of Terri Schiavo ap-
pealed Saturday to politicians to
take action requiring reconnec-
tion of the feeding tube that was
removed from the severely brain-
damaged woman on court order.

“Please, please, please, save my
little girl,” Mary Schindler said
outside the hospice where her
daughter lives.

Schindler called upon Presi-
dent Bush, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush,
members of Congress and state
lawmakers to do whatever they
could to prevent Schiavo from
dying.

Republican leaders on Capitol
Hill, who failed Friday in a bid to
use congressional subpoena pow-
ers to circumvent court orders,
said they would work throughout
the weekend to find a way to do
that.

Lying in her hospice bed with a
crowd of protesters gathering out-
side Friday, Terri Schiavo stopped
receiving nourishment through a
feeding tube that has kept her
alive for more than a decade.

Doctors removed the tube de-
spite an extraordinary, last-
minute push by Republicans on
Capitol Hill to use the subpoena
powers of Congress to keep the
brain-damaged woman alive.

Schiavo, 41, could linger one to
two weeks, provided no one inter-
cedes and gets the tube reinserted
— something that has happened
twice before.

But activists kept a vigil for
Schiavo, while congressional Re-
publicans and her parents’ law-
yers promised to go on fighting
for her life as she spent her first
full day Saturday without food
and water.

Three men, led by anti-govern-
ment activist James Gordon “Bo”
Gritz, were arrested on misde-
meanor trespassing charges after
trying to enter the hospice Satur-
day with bread and water to give
Schiavo. Although she cannot eat
or drink, supporters of keeping
her alive said the move had sym-
bolic value.

A spokesman for Schiavo’s par-
ents, Paul O’Donnell, later told re-
porters that they do not want sup-
porters to engage in civil disobedi-
ence on their daughter’s behalf.

Schiavo’s husband said remov-
ing the tube was what Terri want-
ed. He was at her side shortly
after the tube was removed at
mid-afternoon.

“It felt like some peace was hap-
pening for Terri,” Michael Schia-
vo told NBC’s “Today” on Satur-
day. “And I felt like she was final-
ly going to get what she wants,
and be at peace and be with the
Lord.”

The removal signals that an end
may be near in a decade-long feud

between Schiavo’s husband and
her devoutly Roman Catholic par-
ents, Bob and Mary Schindler.
The parents have been trying to
oust Michael Schiavo as their
daughter’s guardian and keep in
place the tube that has kept her
alive for more than 15 years.

David Gibbs III, the Schindlers’
attorney, said he would work
through the weekend to prepare
another appeal for a federal appel-
late court. He also said he hoped
lawmakers in Washington or Talla-
hassee could agree on legislation
that would force that the tube be

reinserted.

The judge presiding over the
case, Circuit Judge George Greer,
ruled in the husband’s favor and
rejected the request from House
attorneys to delay the removal,
which he had previously ordered
to take place at 1 p.m.

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. —
She’s known for her no-non-
sense tone, but when Sen.
Nancy Argenziano took the
floor after a week of closed-
door negotiations over legisla-
tion meant to keep Terri Schia-
vo alive, she wept.

“I believe keeping someone
from getting to heaven is the
wrong thing to do,” she said
Friday, handkerchief in hand,
as she explained why she
couldn’t vote to prolong the
brain-damaged woman’s life.

It was the peak of an emotion-
al week for Florida lawmakers,
who failed to pass legislation
that could have prevented Fri-
day’s removal of Schiavo’s feed-
ing tube, despite pressure from
Gov. Jeb Bush and conserva-
tive religious groups.

Some legislators accused
the state of starving the dis-
abled to death. Others painful-
ly remembered their own deci-
sion to withhold food and
water from loved ones who
were already fading away, and
said the government had no
place intruding.

“We must give someone the
opportunity to contribute to
life in whatever way they can,”
said Rep. Dennis Baxley.

Doctors remove Schiavo’s feeding tube
Mother asks
Bush to ‘save
my little girl’

Case stirs
emotions

AP

Rev. Patrick Mohoney, center on ground, leads protesters in prayer Friday outside the Woodside Hospice in

Pinellas Park, Fla., where Terri Schiavo is a patient. Schiavo — who has been in a coma-like state for 15

years — was removed from her feeding tube Friday afternoon.

IN THE STATES
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BY PAM EASTON

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Russell Yates finalized his divorce
Thursday from his wife, Andrea, three years after
she was sentenced to life in prison for drowning
their children.

Under the decree, Andrea Yates will get her glid-
ing rocking chair — generally used for nursing ba-
bies — and the right to be buried near the five chil-
dren. Russell Yates also will give her $7,000 and a
portion of his retirement benefits from his employ-
ment at NASA.

The house where the children were drowned in
the bathtub in 2001 has been sold.

Andrea Yates, 40, was sentenced to life in prison
for three of the 2001 drowning deaths, but the capi-
tal murder convictions were overturned in January.
A panel of the First Court of Appeals in Houston
sided with her lawyers, who contended false testimo-
ny from a prosecution expert witness influenced the
jury. Andrea Yates claimed she was insane at the
time of the drownings.

Prosecutors have asked the full appeals court to
reconsider.

“She has come to terms with it and knows Rusty
needs to go on with his life,” Andrea Yates’ attorney,
John O’Sullivan, said.

“She just wants to get it behind her. She doesn’t
like it. She wishes it didn’t happen.”

The divorce also was tough for Russell Yates, his

attorney David Salinsky said. Russell Yates still
cares for Andrea and continues to visit her in prison,
he said.

The couple married on April 17, 1993, and
stopped living together on June 20, 2001, the day the
children were killed, according to the divorce peti-
tion.

Andrea Yates remains at a psychiatric prison in
East Texas.

Ex-Conn. governor
gets year in prison

The Associated Press

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — His
voice occasionally wavering,
former Gov. John G. Rowland
stood before a federal judge and
told how arrogance had led him
to corruption.

“I let my pride get in my way,”
Rowland said Friday before U.S.
District Judge Peter C. Dorsey
sentenced him to a year in prison
for selling access to his office for
personal gain.

Rowland, 47, pleaded guilty in
December to a corruption
charge, admitting he sold his in-
fluence for more than $100,000 in
trips to Las Vegas, vacations in
Vermont and Florida, and im-
provements at his lakeside cot-
tage.

He resigned last summer amid
a gathering drive to impeach him.

Once Connecticut’s youngest
governor and one of the Republi-
can Party’s fastest-rising stars,
Rowland told Dorsey that he lost
sight of his ethical judgment and
developed a “sense of entitlement
and even arrogance.”

Dorsey cited Rowland’s public
service and his children for hand-
ing down the sentence, which
was shorter than the 15 months to
21 months in prison called for in
the plea agreement Rowland
made with prosecutors.

After hearing the sentence,
Rowland hugged his wife, Patty,
who was sobbing, and his two
daughters, who were also in
tears.While Rowland tried to
downplay the charge against him
Friday, prosecutors repeatedly
called him corrupt.

“He has corrupted the office of
the governor as if he took a bag of
cash in a dark alley,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Nora Dannehy told
Dorsey. “He was corrupt. It was a
six-year conspiracy to deprive
this state of honest services.”

Dorsey sentenced Rowland to a
year plus one day in prison, four
months of home confinement and
three years of supervised release.
He ordered Rowland to report to
prison on April 1 in Ayer, Mass.

Rowland was fined $82,000 and
ordered to do 300 hours of com-
munity service.

The Associated Press

WACO, Texas — The U.S. mili-
tary victory against Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime in Iraq gets the cred-
it for “inspiring democratic re-
formers from Beirut to Tehran,”
President Bush said Saturday.

“Today, women can vote in Af-
ghanistan, Palestinians are break-
ing the old patterns of violence,
and hundreds of thousands of Leb-
anese are rising up to demand
their sovereignty and democratic
rights,” Bush said in a weekly
radio address that marked the
two-year anniversary of the start
of the Iraq war.

With his primary rationale for
the war — Saddam’s alleged pos-
session of weapons of mass de-
struction — discredited, Bush has
turned to the argument that the
war in Iraq was justified because it
freed the Iraqi people from a bru-

tal dictator and now gives the Mid-
dle East a model for democracy.

Bush said, “The Iraqi people
are taking charge of their own
destiny,” citing the country’s first
free and fair elections in its mod-
ern history, this week’s first meet-
ing of the Transitional National
Assembly and the upcoming draft-
ing of a constitution for a “free
and democratic Iraq.”

Against that progress, insur-
gents have carried on a relentless
campaign of suicide bombings,
kidnappings and beheadings
while rampant crime, power out-
ages, unemployment over 50 per-
cent and a fuel crisis in one of the
world’s prime oil-exporting coun-
tries continues.

Some have questioned Bush’s
repeated claims that recent demo-
cratic developments in several
global hotspots are due to both
the Iraq war and his second-term
drive to push for reforms.

AP

The Yates family is shown in this November 2000

photo. In back are Andrea Yates, pregnant with

daughter Mary, and her husband, Russell. In front

are, from left, John, Luke, Paul and Noah. Russell

Yates finalized his divorce Thursday.

Yates’ split
is official

Bush praises democratic
moves in the Middle East

AP

Former Connecticut Gov. John G. Rowland puts his hand on the shoul-
der of his wife, Patty, as they make their way through a crowd Friday on
the way to U.S. District Court in New Haven, Conn.
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The fianceé of
a Montana man charged with plot-
ting to kidnap David Letterman’s
son said her husband-to-be is
being falsely accused by a child-
hood friend he had a falling out
with.

Kelly A. Frank was arrested
Monday after the estranged
friend told authorities that Frank
had confided a plan to kidnap
16-month-old Harry Joseph Let-
terman and his nanny for $5 mil-
lion in ransom.

Frank, 43, and the informant
not only had been friends since
they were 10 but also had worked
together at the talk-show host’s
ranch, west of Choteau, Mont.,
said the fianceé, Laurie Johnson.

In interviews published Satur-
day, Johnson told the New York
Daily News and New York Post
that the estranged friend has a
“personal vendetta” against
Frank because of a fight they had
at work, and has been trying to in-
criminate him ever since.

Johnson said the informant
twisted an offhand remark Frank
had made about Letterman in-
creasing security at the ranch

into a threat against the child.
“He has always had great re-

spect for Letterman,” Johnson,
40, told the Daily News.

“He felt privileged to be able to
go up there and work for him.”

Frank is charged with felony so-
licitation, fel-
ony theft for
allegedly
overcharg-
ing Letter-
man for
painting
work and
misdemean-
or obstruc-
tion for alleg-
edly lying to
an FBI agent
who first

questioned him about the plot.

He is being held on $600,000
bail and is scheduled to make his
next court appearance Tuesday.
Authorities in Teton County,
Mont., said it was not clear wheth-
er Frank had an attorney yet. He
had not been assigned a public de-
fender as of Friday afternoon.

Frank previously pleaded
guilty to stalking and intimidat-
ing a woman who alleges he also
kidnapped and raped her.

BY MIKE BRANOM

The Associated Press

HOMOSASSA, Fla. — The body of missing
9-year-old Jessica Lunsford was found early Satur-
day, a day after officials said a registered sex offend-
er confessed to kidnapping and killing the girl.

Citrus County Sheriff Jeff Dawsy said Jessica’s
body was found during an overnight search in a
densely wooded area, only about 150 yards away
from the home the girl shared with her father and
grandparents.

Jessica’s father, Mark Lunsford, visited the
search scene shortly after sunrise and gave a brief,
emotional statement to reporters.

“Everyone heard me say, time after time, that she
would be home,” Lunsford said, his eyes hidden be-
hind dark black sunglasses. “She’s home now.”

John Evander Couey, 46, confessed to kidnapping
and killing Jessica after taking a lie-detector test Fri-
day in Georgia, Dawsy said. She disappeared from
her bedroom more than three weeks ago.

“We’re en route to bring him back home,” said
Dawsy, who added that he wants Couey to face the
death penalty.

“This guy is not a quality person, by any means. ...
He’s truly a piece of trash,” the sheriff said.

Dawsy said that four other people were charged
in connection with the case, three of them with ob-
struction for failing to notify police when Couey al-
legedly told them he had committed a crime. A
fourth, the sheriff said, was picked up for question-
ing in the case but was charged only with failure to
pay child support in an unrelated matter.

Dawsy called the four “a bunch of druggies” and
said he would urge prosecutors not to allow them to
plea-bargain for reduced sentences.

The body was found in the area around the trailer
home of Couey’s half-sister.

Crews worked through the night in temperatures
that dipped into the low 40s. Bright search lights
were erected around the perimeter, and several can-
dles left from a late-night vigil burned nearby.

Lunsford has said the family did not know Couey,

who was arrested Thursday.
“He may have interacted with Jessica,” Dawsy

said. “But there is no relationship between Couey
and this family.”

At a news conference late Friday from Ohio, the
girl’s mother, Angela Bryant, repeatedly made the
same vow: Couey, she said, “will pay.”

“This man’s hurt too many people,” she said
through tears.

Jessica, a third-grader, was last seen when she
went to bed in her home Feb.
23. She was discovered missing
in the next morning, with the
door unlocked and her stuffed
animal gone. The clothes she
had laid out for school were
still in place, and her shoes
weren’t missing.

Detectives grew interested
in Couey while interviewing all
registered sex offenders in the
area. They tried to contact
Couey at his home in Homosas-
sa five days after Jessica disap-
peared and discovered he no

longer lived there.
When investigators followed up with the half-sis-

ter, she denied that Couey had lived with her. But an-
other relative confided to a detective that Couey
sometimes stayed at the home.

Authorities said Couey left Florida on or about
March 4 after telling relatives that police would be
looking for him. He was arrested in Augusta, Ga., on
a probation violation for failing to notify officials
that he was moving, a requirement for sex offend-
ers. He was awaiting extradition to Florida on Fri-
day.

Couey has an extensive criminal record that in-
cludes 24 arrests for burglary, carrying a concealed
weapon and indecent exposure. In 1991, he was ar-
rested in Kissimmee on a charge of fondling a child
under age 16. Records don’t show how the case was
resolved.

Frank

AP

Mark Lunsford, the father of Jessica Lunsford, embraces Jessica’s

cousin Kristy Kirkland prior to addressing the media near his home in

Homosassa, Fla., on Saturday. Authorities say they have found the

body of Jessica and caught the suspect in her slaying.

Suspect confesses to kidnapping, killing 9-year-old

Jessica Lunsford

Fianceé says Letterman
suspect falsely accused

Police: Remains of missing Fla. girl found
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BY TAMER EL-GHOBASHY

AND BILL HUTCHINSON

New York Daily News

NEW YORK — A magazine’s
list of the “50 Greatest Movie
Stars” is getting more jeers than
cheers from film lovers flabber-
gasted that Tom Cruise outranks

John Wayne
and Marlon
Brando.

Premiere
magazine’s
editors spent
two years
painstaking-
ly crafting
the royal ros-
ter that puts
Cruise at No.
3, behind
only Marilyn
Monroe and

list-topper Cary Grant.
Another head-scratcher was

Julia Roberts, who cracked the
top 10 at No. 7, while four-time
Oscar winner Katharine Hep-
burn came in No. 14.

“Julia Roberts shouldn’t even
make the list yet,” said Mark
Groblewski, 51, a construction di-
rector from Long Island. “You
have to put in a lot of work to get
there.”

Jessica Faurie, 25, of Manhat-
tan said Cruise doesn’t rank on

her personal list of top-shelf film
stars.

“There are many actors who
are better than him,” said the
medical secretary.

But Premiere senior editor
Glenn
Kenny said
Cruise
earned his
spot on the
list, one
notch above
John Wayne,
because he’s
“the biggest
contempo-
rary movie
star in the
last 20
years.”

Cruise is so big with the maga-

zine’s editors that they put his pic-

ture on the cover of the April

issue.

Roberts, who won an Academy
Award in 2000 for her portrayal
of crusading environmentalist
Erin Brockovich, earned her high
spot on the list for being Holly-
wood’s highest-paid go-to actress.

“Another reason why she’s so
appealing is because she often
identifies — onscreen, anyway —
with the working class,” reports
Premiere.

Part of the reasoning for pick-
ing actors like Roberts, Cruise,
Will Smith (No. 44), Nicole Kid-
man (48), Russell Crowe (49) and
Brad Pitt (50) was their “staying
power.”

“We weren’t going to do this
list based on a whole nostalgic
trip,” said Kenny. “To just do a
list where you’re going to ignore

contemporary movie stars makes
no sense.”

Twenty-six of the 50 greatest
are dead, in-
cluding In-
grid Berg-
man (5),
Greta Garbo
(8), James
Stewart (9)
and Henry
Fonda (10).

Besides
Cruise and
Roberts,
Paul New-
man (6) is
the only other living actor to
make the top 10.

Al Pacino and Robert De Niro
finished 37th and 38th, while Den-

zel Washington was 39th.
“I think that if you get too hung

up on rankings, you’re going to
miss the en-
joyment of
the list,”
said Kenny.

Beverly
Dawkins,
56, a recep-
tionist from
Queens,
thought the
list was
spot-on.

“I love
movies, es-

pecially old movies,” Dawkins
said. “I think it’s an excellent list.
You have all my favorites — but
not in the right order.”

Eastwood

Paul Newman

Premiere’s list of
‘50 Greatest’ gives
nods to current,
classic actors

BY DAVID GERMAIN

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Two decades
ago, George Lucas pulled off the
mask to reveal the face of one of
cinema’s greatest bad guys. Now,
he’s about to slip the mask back
on.

Lucas offered a preview Thurs-
day of his final “Star Wars” chap-
ter, which spells out the last dark
steps the once goodhearted young
Anakin Skywalker takes to be-
come the villain Darth Vader.

“It’s not like the old ‘Star
Wars,’ ” Lucas told theater own-
ers at the Sho-West convention.
“This one’s a little bit more emo-
tional. We like to describe it as ‘Ti-
tanic’ in space. It’s a tearjerker.”

Opening May 19, “Star Wars:
Episode III — Revenge of the
Sith” brings full circle the mam-
moth sci-fi saga Lucas began in
1977 with the original “Star
Wars,” which shattered box-of-
fice records and remains one of
the top-grossing movies ever.

Reaction was mixed on “Epi-
sode I — The Phantom Menace”
and “Episode II — Attack of the
Clones,” many fans grousing that
the first one was too much a kid-

die flick and the second one too
sappy a love story. Calling the lat-
est movie a Faustian tragedy,
Lucas said he is unconcerned
about whether “Revenge of the
Sith” draws more barbs from
“Star Wars” fans.

“I feel that I’ve made the movie
the best I can and it turned out
the way I wanted it to be, so I’m
happy,” Lucas, 60, told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview. “I
never try to anticipate what the
world’s going to think or even
worry about whether they’re
going to like it or not.”

The film immediately launches
into a space battle elaborate even
by “Star Wars” standards as
Anakin Skywalker (Hayden Chris-
tensen) and his Jedi knight mas-
ter, Obi-Wan Kenobi (Ewan
McGregor), lead a mission to res-
cue the kidnapped Palpatine,
chancellor of the Republic.

The trailer, screened Thurs-
day, sets up the rest of the scenar-
io, with the suspicious Jedi coun-
cil assigning Anakin to spy on Pal-
patine after his rescue, while the
chancellor — the future evil Em-
peror of the original trilogy —
plots to seduce the young knight
to the dark side of the Force.

Roberts

Brando

Cruise

Top ‘Movie Stars’ list gets mixed reviews

1. Cary Grant
2. Marilyn Monroe
3. Tom Cruise
4. John Wayne
5. Ingrid Bergman
6. Paul Newman
7. Julia Roberts
8. Greta Garbo
9. James Stewart
10. Henry Fonda
11. James Cagney
12. Grace Kelly
13. Humphrey Bogart
14. Katharine Hepburn
15. Marlon Brando
16. Jack Nicholson
17. Robert Redford

18. Audrey Hepburn

19. Spencer Tracy

20. Sidney Poitier

21. Clark Gable

22. Judy Garland

23. Fred Astaire

24. Doris Day

25. Bette Davis

26. Errol Flynn

27. Gregory Peck

28. Tom Hanks

29. Warren Beatty

30. James Dean

31. Steve McQueen

32. Jane Fonda

33. Shirley Temple

34. Rita Hayworth
35. Harrison Ford
36. Sean Connery
37. Al Pacino
38. Robert De Niro
39. Denzel Washington
40. Elizabeth Taylor
41. Peter Sellers
42. Gary Cooper
43. Clint Eastwood
44. Will Smith
45. Jack Lemmon
46. Meryl Streep
47. Johnny Depp
48. Nicole Kidman
49. Russell Crowe
50. Brad Pitt

— KRT

Premiere’s list of
‘50 Greatest Movie Stars’

Lucas offers peek
at final ‘Star Wars’
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BY ANNE GEARAN

The Associated Press

SEOUL — From inside a moun-
tainside bunker, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice saw first-
hand Saturday what a war with
North Korea might look like.

Rice became the most senior
American official to tour a com-
mand center for U.S. and South
Korean troops that would be the
battle headquarters in the event
of fighting with the communist
North.

“I know that you face a close-in
threat every day,” Rice told
troops at Command Post Tango,
or Theater Air Naval Ground Op-
erations.

Rice’s visit coincided with a

twice-yearly war exercise involv-
ing thousands of American and
South Korean soldiers. When Rice
got a look at the command center,
it also was the first time that re-
porters and cameras were allowed
into the bunker south of Seoul.

North Korea denounced the ex-
ercises as a rehearsal for a U.S.-
led pre-emptive attack.

“The Republic of Korea, a
great democracy now, faces a
threat across the divide of a state
that is not democratic, that is not
free, and that does not have the
best interests of its people at
heart,” Rice said.

Rice’s trip to Asia is intended
partly to push North Korea to re-
sume nuclear disarmament talks.
She repeatedly has assured North

Korea that the United States has
no intention of invading.

Still, more than 32,000 U.S.
troops are stationed in South
Korea, with more at the ready
nearby. They are testament to the
tension and suspicion between
North and South Korea five de-
cades after active hostilities
ended in the Korean War.

“In parts of the world, the Cold
War has ended and we’ve been
able to [produce] a continent like
Europe, that is now whole and
free,” Rice told commanders and
troops. “But of course, divisions
remain here in Korea.”

In a large underground room
that resembled a college lecture
hall, Rice received a classified
briefing on war preparations. In
place of a blackboard, the room

has a huge computer-driven dis-
play screen.

When reporters were brought
into the room, the lighted screen
showed only the State Depart-
ment seal where maps or detailed
planning data would be.

For the military exercise, about
17,000 U.S.-based troops were
joining 6,000 soldiers stationed in
South Korea.

North Korea contended the ex-
ercise was “a maneuver for a nu-
clear war against the North.”

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Leba-
non’s pro-Syria president said Sat-
urday that he will not attend an
Arab summit due to political tur-
moil in his country as investiga-
tors searched for clues to a car
bomb that rocked a largely Chris-
tian neighborhood in Beirut, injur-
ing nine people.

President Emile Lahoud did
not elaborate on his decision not
to participate in Monday’s sum-
mit in Algeria, but it came as
Syria withdraws troops from Leb-
anon after facing heavy pressure
from the United States and fellow
Arab countries to end a three de-
cade presence.

The attack devastated an eight-

story apartment building in the
largely Christian New Jdeideh
neighborhood shortly after mid-
night Saturday.

Lahoud, a close Syrian ally,
made no mention of the attack,
saying only in a statement that
Lebanon was experiencing “ex-
ceptional circumstances” that re-
quired “immediate and direct dia-
logue” between opposition and
pro-government groups.

He also offered to host immedi-
ate talks between Lebanon’s vari-
ous political factions amid negoti-
ations over the formation of a
new government.

Opposition legislator Fares
Soeid dismissed the invite, say-
ing: “It’s too late. This subject is
closed.”

AP

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice shakes hands with U.S. Forces

Korea Deputy Commander Gen. Kim Jang-soo, as USFK Commander

Gen. Leon J. LaPorte looks on Saturday at the command control center

for the South Korea-U.S. Combined Forces at Seongnam, South Korea.

Mandela hosts AIDS benefit concert in South Africa

Lebanon’s pro-Syria
leader to skip summit

Rice tours military bunker
during South Korea visit

IN THE WORLD

BY CLARE NULLIS

The Associated Press

GEORGE, South Africa — Former Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela on Saturday hosted
his second star-studded concert to raise
awareness of the AIDS pandemic that has
struck millions across Africa.

Actor Will Smith and musicians Annie
Lennox, India.arie and Brian May were

among a host of local and international ce-
lebrities featured on the lineup for the
“46664” concert — named after Mandela’s
prison number while he was incarcerated
for 27 years under apartheid.

This year’s event highlighted the plight
of women and girls, who are six times
more likely to be infected with the AIDS
virus than men in South Africa.

“Women don’t only bear the burden of

HIV infection, they also bear the burden of
HIV care,” Mandela said in a statement re-
leased on the eve of the concert.

“Grandmothers are looking after chil-
dren. Women are caring for their dying
husbands. Children are looking after dying
parents and surviving siblings.”

An estimated 5.3 million of South Afri-
ca’s 45 million people live with HIV, more
than in any other country. Between 600

and 1,000 die every day from AIDS related
diseases, according to U.N. figures.

Mandela, who lost his eldest son to the
disease earlier this year, said he hopes the
event will help raise funds for AIDS chari-
ties.“We are facing a tragedy of unprece-
dented proportions,” Mandela said in the
statement.

“Our response, therefore, has to be un-
precedented.”

Elbe River expected to flood parts of Dresden

BERLIN — German authorities issued a flood alert Saturday for
Dresden, where melting snow was swelling the Elbe River three years
after its waters devastated the city’s cultural treasures.

Waters were expected to reach a flood plain below the old town’s
stone ramparts as early as Saturday and the city fire department was
put on round-the-clock alert, Saxony state officials said.

Dresden residents were warned that roads and basements in parts
of the city would flood Sunday.

From The Associated Press
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BY MARY ANN MILBOURN

Orange County (Calif.) Register

W
hen J.J. Singh heard
in December that he
could get a free credit
report, he immediate-

ly went online to sign up. Within
seconds, the report appeared on
his computer screen, ready to
download and print out.

“It was excellent,” the retired
La Palma, Calif., engineer said
about the ordering process.

Ed Bushman, a retired radio
manager in Irvine, Calif., phoned
for his free credit report about
the same time as Singh went on-
line and, nearly two months later,
he’s still waiting to get it.

“They talk a good talk,” Bush-
man said about the three big cred-
it-reporting companies. “But
after they got all the publicity,
they dropped the ball.”

December’s launch of free an-
nual credit reports won mixed re-
views from consumers, with
some applauding the program
while others say it has fallen
short.

The aim of the program, re-
quired by a new federal law, is to
let consumers easily check their
credit reports for inaccuracies
and any evidence of identity theft.

Credit-reporting agencies
Equifax, Experian and Tran-
sUnion had a year to put together
the joint program, but even with
all the advance planning, there
were glitches.

Most of the problems occurred
the first week, as the first of an es-
timated 40 million to 50 million
consumers in the Western states
jammed the Web site.

“The first day we had very
heavy volumes with hundreds of
thousands of people visiting the
site trying to get their report,”
said John Danaher, president of
TrueCredit, a subsidiary of Tran-
sUnion that oversees its credit re-
porting.

About 70 percent of Tran-
sUnion’s requests for reports
come online, with most of the rest
coming through a toll-free phone

number. Just a fraction of the re-
quests are made in writing, Dana-
her said.

In response to the crush of re-
quests, the agencies say they
beefed up staffing and now most
of their Internet problems, such
as online delays and computer
crashes, appear to be resolved.

Consumers say phone requests
vary from very efficient to totally
frustrating, depending on your tol-
erance for going through an auto-
mated menu of questions and the
expertise of the customer repre-
sentative you get.

People who submit written re-
quests report getting either re-
sponse within 10 days or none at
all.

Jennette Gayer, consumer advo-
cate for the California Public In-
terest Research Group, a nonparti-
san consumer watchdog group, is
concerned that the system is un-
necessarily complicated.

“If I were to design this, I could
think of a hundred ways to make
it more consumer-friendly,”
Gayer said.

For instance, consumers mak-
ing their request online must ask
for each report individually from
each of the three agencies. That
requires going to the official Web
site three separate times, typing
in your name, address, birth date
and Social Security number each
time, then selecting one of the
three credit agencies and answer-
ing additional questions to con-
firm your identity.

Each agency has different ques-
tions and requirements, with
some requiring very precise infor-
mation such as how much your
mortgage payment is or the name
of your employer in 1985. If your
answer is even slightly off, you
get rejected.

David Rubinger at Equifax said
all the hurdles are for consumers’
protection to ensure they are who
they say they are before getting ac-
cess to credit information.

“When you go through the pro-

cess of ordering a credit report on-
line, you need to get authenticat-
ed,” he said.

Even if you get kicked offline
you still can get your report, he
said. You just have to order by
phone or mail.

Ann Anderson was one of those
who got locked out of the Web site
and was told she would have to
call or write if she wanted a free
copy of her credit information.

Which leads to another com-
plaint — that advertising on each
agency’s free credit-report Web

site may mislead consumers into
thinking they must purchase
other services — like a credit
score — that they don’t need to
buy if they just want a free report.
The law that required the agen-
cies to provide the free reports al-
lowed them to advertise their
other services, but it is not always
clear on the sites that those extras
are optional and in some cases
may be a waste of money.

For instance, you probably
don’t need to know your credit
score, sometimes called a FICO

score, unless you’re in the mar-
ket for a new car, house or other
major purchase. Gayer and
other consumer advocates
worry that some consumers may
not realize they can decline
these services and just get the
free report.

“You don’t have to pay the $4 or
$5 for a FICO score,” Gayer said.

Another problem is that many
look-alike Web sites can be con-
fused with the official free cred-
it-report site set up by the three
credit-reporting agencies. The of-
ficial site, at www.annualcredit
report.com, is separate from the
credit-reporting agencies’ regu-
lar Web sites, where consumers
must pay to get their credit infor-
mation, and other sites with simi-
lar names, which may just be try-
ing to cash in on the program or
may be fronts for credit fraud.

Hector Gonzalez of Orange,
Calif., who works as a courier but
does investing online, may have
been one of those who was con-
fused about the official Web site.

He went to a site that talked
about free credit reports, but it re-
quired him to subscribe to a cred-
it-tracking service to get his
“free” report. He signed up for
the $70-a-year service.

“I know they were just trying to
hook me in,” Gonzalez said.

That service allowed him to
cancel within a month, which he
did, so in the end he didn’t have to
pay.

Don Girard of Experian said
some of these services may be
valuable to consumers, but none
is required in order to qualify for
a free report.

More importantly, he said, con-
sumers need to make sure they
are on the right site for their own
protection.

“If you receive something in
the mail or a telemarketing call or
an e-mail, it is probably fraudu-
lent,” Girard said. “Security was
very important to us when we de-
signed this, so your readers have
to go to [the right site], www.annu
alcreditreport.com.”

Consumers confused as no-cost personal financial info becomes available

Credit reports are free, if you’re careful

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Lawyers handling re-
funds in the First Command Financial
Planning case have extended the deadline
for claims until June 30 to accommodate
troops serving overseas.

Wayne M. Secore, the attorney adminis-
tering the restitution program, said offi-
cials may push back that deadline even
further if necessary. Originally investors
had only until March 15 to recoup their
losses.

“We want to make sure everyone who is
owed money has an opportunity to col-
lect,” Secore said. “We’re still having re-
quests coming in, so that’s another reason
to push back the deadline.”

In December, as part of a settlement
with federal regulators, First Command

agreed to refund about $4 million in portfo-
lio fees to customers who bought and sold
systematic investment funds from the
firm between 1999 and 2004.

Company officials eliminated those
funds late last year, but were already
under investigation by the Security and
Exchange Commission and the National
Association of Securities Dealers for mis-
representing the up-front costs of those in-
vestments.

Also in the settlement, First Command
paid an $8 million fine — to be used by reg-
ulators to establish an investment educa-
tion program for military personnel —
and agreed to have all advertising ap-
proved by an independent consultant for
two years.

According to SEC estimates, about 40
percent of current active-duty general of-
ficers, about one-third of the commis-
sioned officers, and about 16 percent of

noncommissioned officers are customers
of First Command. The firm’s client total
is just under 300,000, and the majority of
its sales agents are retired military offic-
ers.

Secore said the decision to extend the
deadline even further will depend on the
level of response and questions from in-
vestors over the next three months, and if
more time could result in more customers
being helped. A number of troops serving
overseas have already contact his office,
but he said officials are concerned that
even more won’t have time to inquire
about the settlement until they return
from deployment.

Investors with additional questions can
contact his office at secore@secore-
waller.com.Visit http://www.nasd.com/
for more information.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

First Command delays deadline of refund claims

YOUR MONEY

In December, as part of a settlement with federal

regulators, First Command agreed to refund

about $4 million in portfolio fees to customers

who bought and sold systematic investment

funds from the firm between 1999 and 2004.
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Q: I am a 60-year-old computer program-
mer who has endured some bumpy years.

I have no cash in the bank and no money
in retirement funds, which were cashed
out along the way. What I do have is debt:
credit cards, a mortgage and a small auto
payment.

I recently landed a job after a period of
unemployment that allows me to start seri-
ously paying off the credit cards, but there
is no retirement plan.

I know you have good advice about put-
ting pennies away and over 30 years or so
they will become big bucks, but I don’t
think I will have 30 years. And so my ques-
tion is: Is it too late for me?

A: If your dream is to buy a fancy yacht
and sail the world, then, yes, it’s probably
too late for you to build a retirement nest
egg that would support that lifestyle.

If your dream is simply to retire some-
day, then it may not be too late, as long as
you’re willing to make difficult choices.

As a guidebook, pick up a copy of “Your
Money or Your Life” by Joe Dominguez
and Vicki Robin. This book describes the
strategies and lifestyles of people who radi-
cally altered their ideas about how much
money they need to live. Many retired in
their 50s, 40s or even younger or at least
switched to part-time work they enjoyed.

These are not folks who drive luxury
cars or ski Aspen in the high season. Most

lead extraordinarily frugal lives. But
they’ve unchained themselves from the
work-spend cycle that keeps many people
stressed and in debt.

You actually have an advantage that
younger advocates of this “financial inde-
pendence” movement lack: You
soon will have a guaranteed
source of income. The annual
statement you should be getting
each year from the Social Securi-
ty Administration will show how
much you can expect to get each
month if you retire at 62, 65 or 70.

If you can ratchet your expens-
es down to the smallest amount
shown (the benefit at age 62), then
conceivably you could retire in
two years. More likely, you
wouldn’t want to live on quite that
little, and will want a few more
working years to pay off your
debts, build up your funds and increase
your future Social Security benefits.

To get to your goal, you will probably
need to make drastic changes in how much
you spend now, as well as in retirement.
You may need to move to a cheaper area
(again, now or in retirement), and you may
have to watch your pennies for as long as
you live.

That may sound grim, but lots of people
live on small, fixed incomes in retirement
and still manage to have happy lives.

Q: I’ve been working at cleaning up my
credit report, but a collection agency
keeps changing the date on my oldest
debts so they look more recent than they
really are.

These debts are all more than seven
years old and should have fallen
off my report by now. But they’re
still there, depressing my credit
score. What can I do?

A: The tactic of changing delin-
quency dates on old debts is
called “re-aging,” and it’s illegal.
One collection agency, NCO
Group, was recently fined $1.5
million for re-aging accounts; that
is the largest civil penalty ever ob-
tained under the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act.

Your first step is to write a let-
ter to the credit bureaus that are
reporting the inaccurate informa-

tion. Make it clear that the collection agen-
cy has illegally re-aged the accounts and

ask that the accounts be deleted from your
files. Send this, and all other correspon-

dence about the matter, by certified mail,
return receipt requested. You’ll want to

keep a good paper trail.

Unfortunately, the bureaus may make

only a cursory check with the collection
agency, which will probably insist that the

information is accurate. You will then need

to dispute the accounts directly with the
collector, pointing out that re-aging is ille-
gal and insisting that the agency provide
the correct delinquency dates to the bu-
reaus.

Debt expert Gerri Detweiler recom-
mends sending copies of your letter to the
Federal Trade Commission, your state’s at-
torney general, your U.S. senators and con-
gressional representative and the Better
Business Bureau in the city where the col-
lection agency is located.

The collection agency “may decide they
don’t want any more trouble and resolve it
for her,” said Detweiler, founder of Stop-
DebtCollectorsCold.com. “If not, she will
need an attorney.”

It would be nice if you could solve the
problem by paying the old debt. But that
probably would make matters worse, be-
cause the payment would make the delin-
quencies look even more recent to the
FICO credit scoring formula that most
lenders use.

Besides, a collection agency shouldn’t be
rewarded for using such sleazy and illegal
tactics.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit
Score: How to Fix, Improve and Protect the 3-Digit
Number That Shapes Your Financial Future.” Ques-
tions for Money Talk can be sent to her at 3940
Laurel Canyon Blvd., No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604,
or at http://www.lizweston.com. She regrets that
she cannot respond personally to queries.

MarketWatch

SAN FRANCISCO — Wonder-
ing what hiring will look like in
the second quarter? Expect
more of the same cautious opti-
mism, according to the latest
Manpower Employment Out-
look survey.

Twenty-one percent of em-
ployers plan to hire in the sec-
ond quarter, the same percent-
age as planned to hire in the first
quarter, and about equal to the
20 percent who planned to hire
in the year-ago survey.

Manpower’s seasonally adjust-
ed net employment numbers
measure the percentage of firms
planning to hire minus those in-
tending layoffs. It does not mea-
sure the number of jobs. Man-
power surveys about 16,000 U.S.
companies on their hiring plans
each quarter.

“The message that is loud and
clear is that employers are sig-
naling their intention to contin-
ue hiring at the same pace in the
second quarter 2005 as they
demonstrated in the first quar-

ter of 2005,” said Barbara Beck,
Manpower’s executive vice pres-
ident for the North America re-
gion.

For the past five quarters, in-
cluding the upcoming second
quarter, the net hiring outlook
has ranged from 20 percent to
21 percent.

Still, while employers are hir-
ing, they’re a bit more prudent
than in years past.

“They are willing to hire when
someone on their team can
prove to them they need to hire,
as opposed to speculating and
hiring to anticipated demand,”
Beck said. “It truly has become
more of a fact-based exercise.”

Job seekers eyeing recent em-
ployment data may be a bit con-
fused.

The labor market created
about 262,000 new jobs in Febru-
ary, the largest monthly in-
crease since October, according
to the U.S. Labor Department.

At the same time, the unem-
ployment rate rose to 5.4 per-
cent last month from 5.2 percent
in January.

Job outlook optimistic

Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs (March 21) .................... $1.3698
Dollar buys (March 21) ....................... €0.73
British pound (March 21) ................... $1.97
Japanese yen (March 21) ................. 102.00
South Korean won (March 19) ....... 977.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.9196
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2024
Denmark (Krone) ............................... 5.5936
Egypt (Pound) ........................................ 5.79
Euro ....................................... $1.3311/0.7513
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7984
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 183.79
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 57.22
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3070
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.68
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................... 0.2919
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.1099
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 54.20
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ......................... 3.7509
Singapore (Dollar) .............................. 1.623
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,000.80
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.1644
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.52
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.4045

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold ................................................... $439.30
Silver ................................................... $7.377

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ......................................... 3.50
Federal funds market rate ............. 2.6875
3-month bill ............................................ 2.80
30-year bond .......................................... 4.76
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Never too late to save for frugal retirement
YOUR MONEY

FRIDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,984.46 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,629.67 +3.32 +.03 -1.42 +4.35
3,889.97 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,750.58 -27.01 -.71 -1.25 +34.58

363.82 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 359.20 -.66 -.18 +7.24 +28.68
7,455.08 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,276.84 -7.47 -.10 +.37 +11.93
1,539.14 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,483.94 -3.43 -.23 +3.46 +18.48
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,007.79 -8.63 -.43 -7.71 +3.47
1,229.11 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,189.65 -.56 -.05 -1.84 +7.20

683.36 548.29 S&P MidCap 663.38 -2.62 -.39 +.01 +12.52
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 622.57 -2.89 -.46 -4.45 +9.08

... ... DJ Wilshire 5000 ... ... ... -1.89 ...

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 72.11 +.03 +10.3
Armor Holdings ... 17 40.82 +.20 -13.2
Boeing 1.00 25 57.16 +.27 +10.4
Computer Sciences ... 15 44.96 +.15 -20.2
Engineered Sup Sys .07 19 56.09 +.29 -5.3
General Dynamics 1.60 17 106.10 -.20 +1.4
General Electric .88 23 35.88 +.51 -1.7
Halliburton .50 ... 43.92 +1.30 +11.9
Harris Corp. .48 28 66.07 -2.83 +6.9
Allied Signal .83 23 38.42 -.01 +8.5
L-3 Communications .50 22 75.04 +.14 +2.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 60.55 +.32 +9.0
NorthrpG s .92 17 52.38 +.04 -3.6
Raytheon .80 41 38.51 -.07 -.8
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 59.56 +.86 +20.2
Sequa Corp. ... 33 54.45 +1.32 -11.0
Texas Instruments .10 24 25.44 -.20 +3.3
Textron Inc. 1.40 29 75.43 -.80 +2.2
United Technologies 1.76 19 103.75 +1.38 +.4

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

WalMart 846946 51.45 -.88
GenElec 417593 35.88 +.51
Lucent 381728 2.87 +.06
Citigrp 369196 46.85 -.39
AmIntGp 322075 59.76 -1.04
ExxonMbl 320872 62.65 +1.16
TimeWarn 313413 18.70 +.10
Pfizer 290912 25.83 -.18
DoralFin 280942 21.50 -4.89
NewsCpA n 231649 18.00 +.33

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 568402 118.54 -.35
SemiHTr 278640 32.44 -.28
SP Fncl 114482 28.97 -.14
iShRs2000 108834 123.80 -.67
DJIA Diam 99380 105.96 -.16
SP Engy 80562 43.78 +.54
iShJapan 58536 10.93 +.05
OilSvHT 43435 95.40 +.61
Nabors 39439 57.90 +1.15
IvaxCp s 35717 19.21 +.26

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Microsoft 1319130 24.31 -.23
Oracle 1287765 12.54 -.62
Nasd100Tr 1004291 36.51 -.20
Intel 615957 23.41 ...
Cisco 509516 17.80 -.23
JDS Uniph 446804 1.75 +.01
SunMicro 406516 4.24 +.01
AppleC s 332809 42.96 +.71
eBay s 294922 35.01 -1.11
SiriusS 285552 5.29 -.09

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.51 +.02 -1.8
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.05 +.01 -5.4
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.23 -.02 -1.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.27 -.07 -4.2
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.28 ... -.4
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.92 -.03 -1.8
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.30 -.17 -2.5
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.27 -.01 -2.5
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.00 -.01 -.5
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 35.81 -.06 +1.2
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.85 +.01 -2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.29 -.02 +.1
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.60 -.01 -1.4
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.45 -.03
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.76 -.01 -.4
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.67 -.02 -2.8
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.67 -.02 -.1
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 45.35 +.02 +2.5
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.96 -.02 +1.1
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.13 -.05 -4.8
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.87 -.02 -.3
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.16 -.01 -.4
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.83 -.04 +1.7
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.08 -.05 -.6
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Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
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be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
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Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
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Remember ‘muzzle awareness’

What ever happened to “muzzle aware-
ness,” the mantra chanted by my drill ser-
geants, and repeated in mobilization
training prior to my Iraq deployment?

I hear it even now, in Iraq, where I see
it completely disregarded a hundred
times a day. The main culprits — 9 mms.
Those carrying 9 mms seem to prefer to
purchase their own over-the-shoulder
holsters, as opposed to the issued belt or
leg holsters.

The problem arises when we are
forced to look straight down the barrel
while walking behind someone who is
wearing a holster that points the weapon
to the rear instead of down. Maybe these
holsters are more comfortable. Maybe
people think the 9 mm is less dangerous
than an M16 because it is so much small-
er. But the fact is, a negligent discharge
from any weapon can be deadly.

It’s time everyone realizes that this
lack of attention to detail can cost us lives
unnecessarily.

Spc. Raymond Conger

Forward Operating Base Speicher, Iraq

Looking pretty in uniform?

Did Stripes want to anger the Army’s
females when it published “Female GIs,
complete the look” (letter, March 10)? Be-
cause it worked.

When the letter writer wrote that I
should let my God-given beauty show, I
do not think she has the ability to see into
my mind or heart, because that is what a
person would have to do to see my
God-given beauty.

And as far as looking worse than other
branches, I would hope that means I look
like I work harder, because I am sure I
do sometimes. Not every woman in a
desert camouflage uniform is going to
look refreshed or, as the letter writer
asks of us, look like she has completed
the look. But what every woman does
look like is a soldier.

Perception is reality. That is an unoffi-
cial Army motto. So, when I look around
and see a female who took the time to put
on earrings with her DCUs, it is my per-

ception that the female does not think
that, at any time, what has been a routine
deployment could turn into a dangerous
situation or, God forbid, deadly.

So, forgive me, Army, if I am not doing
more than making sure I am clean and
well-groomed, but keeping myself com-
bat-ready instead of “parade pretty takes
precedence.”

I know who I am without waking up
five or 10 minutes early; to do what, is
the question — put on eyeshadow? I am a
soldier in the United States Army. That
keeps me holding my head high and
gives me validation and that makes me
beautiful.

Spc. Amy Brown

Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Attitude completes the look

In response to “Female GIs, complete
the look” (letter, March 10), I think the
author missed the point. Her implication
was that a few moments in front of a mir-
ror would prevent military females from
looking “so beat down.”

Sorry to disagree, but looking good and
feeling good for anyone, male or female,
can be a matter of attitude. If you think
you are good, you will be good, you will
feel good and you will look good. Nothing

is more contagious than a smile and a
friendly greeting from someone who is
exuding a positive appearance.

Good personal hygiene, a pleasant atti-
tude and a confident demeanor will not
only improve your own performance, but
will inspire all those around you to be
their best. People always want to be
around those who are positive, cheerful
and confident because they are the “fun
people.” Confidence is indispensable for
both personal and professional success.
As the actor Jack Palance once said in a
TV commercial: “Confidence is so sexy.”

Clifton Jester

Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

Be proud of support jobs

In response to “Let women train for in-
fantry” (letter, March 15): Why, in this
day and age, has there become such a
need for this equality?

In all the other major conflicts this
country has endured, at no time was a
need mentioned for females to pick up
their arms and fight battles alongside
males. It was deemed OK for males to do
the killing and for the males, and males
alone, to do the dying. Understood that fe-
males play a much larger role in wartime
than in the past but, if memory serves, fe-
males did not rise up in anger when no
one asked if they wanted to fight, even
during the Persian Gulf War.

It seems as if every female soldier who
has been on something as simple as a con-
voy down a main support route feels she
is doing the same job as the infantry, and
should be recognized as such.

They are not infantry, nor does their
mission entitle them to call themselves in-
fantry.

We applaud those females who have en-
gaged the enemy and fought with vigor
and valor, but that is not an everyday oc-
currence with their job. They should
leave the killing to the killers; be proud
of the support they give. It is hard for
many to see how females as a whole
would be willing, or able, to continuously
have that “killer instinct” required to be
an infantry soldier.

Staff Sgt. Patrick Hernandez

Spc. Jorge Duarte
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Greenspan right on debt’s ills
The Buffalo (N.Y.) News

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan’s warning that ballooning feder-
al deficits are “unsustainable” should be a
much-needed splash of cold water for a
White House that too often puts ideology be-
fore fiscal reality.

Greenspan thinks the problem demands
spending cuts and a reassessment of efforts
to cut taxes. The Bush administration and
congressional Republicans think he’s only
half right. They ought to be listening with
both ears. …

The deficit problem is driven more by
Medicare than Social Security. The federal
government has passed huge entitlement in-
creases, primarily a Medicare prescription
drug benefit, at the same time it has cut its
own revenue by “temporary” tax cuts that
the White House still wants to make perma-
nent. Anyone who prepares a household bud-
get knows what happens when you increase
expenses while losing income. …

Regardless of what Vice President [Dick]
Cheney thinks, deficits do matter. They pay
for current needs by mortgaging the coun-
try’s future. But those bills eventually come
due. Greenspan is right to worry that ever-in-
creasing debt, plus ever-increasing interest
costs on that debt, could mean disaster when
that debt collides with increasing baby
boomer Medicare and Social Security obliga-
tions, let alone the costs of wars.

Shedding light on secrecy
The News Tribune, Tacoma, Wash.

Self-preservation is human nature, and so
it is not surprising when someone tries to
hide a potentially embarrassing or compro-
mising bit of information about himself.
That instinct leads some government offi-
cials to keep their dealings secret. Problem
is, the information they want to keep under
wraps isn’t primarily about them. It’s about
us. …

That’s the aim of public disclosure laws —
to make sure private citizens can get at the
information that affects their daily lives,
whether they know it or not. …

Sunshine Week, an effort spearheaded by
the American Society of Newspaper Editors,
is intended to highlight the importance of
public disclosure laws and to call attention
to their erosion.

[The j]ournalists’ fight against govern-
ment secrecy is the public’s fight; reporters
and editors just are the first to notice en-
croachments on the public’s right to know.
…

The fight will never end because govern-
ment will always be a human endeavor. The
people we put in charge need constant re-
minders that they avoid embarrassment at
the public’s peril and, eventually, their own.
It’s not about them. It’s about us.

U.N. has issues with Bolton
Chicago Tribune

Since the start of his second term, Presi-
dent Bush has sent repeated messages that
when he talks about aggressively spreading
freedom and democracy, he means what he
says. This month’s reiteration comes via the
president’s nomination of serial truth-teller
John Bolton as U.S. ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations.

If the Senate confirms the appointment,
Bush will have aimed a tidal wave of energy
and candor at the snoozy U.N. complex on
New York City’s East River. This promises
to be a rude awakening for a body too often
consumed by such weighty issues as where
in Manhattan diplomats can park free, and

who’ll be air-kissing whom at tonight’s recep-
tion. …

For too long, the U.N. has been reluctant
to offend powerful exploiters in its midst. In
Darfur, for example, the determination of
China to buy Sudanese oil and of Russia to
sell Sudan weapons has blocked any real ef-
fort to halt mass murder.

U.N. delegates need to hear more confron-
tational talk about the organization’s failings
and also about nuclear proliferation, an area
in which Bolton is expert. And if a tidal wave
on the East River breaks some cobwebbed
windows, good.

Society must protect judges
The Cincinnati Enquirer

A defendant in Atlanta wrests a gun from
a deputy and kills a judge in his courtroom.
A disappointed litigant murders the hus-
band and mother of a judge in Chicago and
has a list of other judicial targets when he
kills himself as police approach. A disturbed
woman sends threatening letters to a federal
judge in Cincinnati. These recent stories
from America’s courtrooms are just a frac-
tion of the risks our judges face daily.

These high-profile cases also highlight the
need for ever more vigilant security and a
very small tolerance for those who attack all
of us by attacking the judicial system. …

Protecting judges, particularly on the fed-
eral level, poses many challenges, not the
least of which is cost. But against the back-
drop of these recent tragedies, now is the
time to reassess the security of our courts
and those who dispense justice within them.

Be flexible on Social Security
The Commercial Appeal,

Memphis, Tenn.

Whether you love him or hate him, at least
a few of President Bush’s words about Social
Security should ring true.

“My call to people from both political par-
ties is: Now is the time to put aside our politi-
cal differences and focus on solving this
problem for generations to come,” Bush said
during a [recent] appearance in Memphis.
“All ideas should be on the table.”

From the way Bush was talking, it sound-
ed as if even his idea to create private ac-
counts — the controversial centerpiece of
his reform plan — is open for debate.

That’s a good thing, since a poll conducted
by The Associated Press indicates that only

37 percent of Americans agree with his ap-
proach to fixing Social Security. Aside from
a few hecklers who were escorted out of the
Cannon Center for the Performing Arts, the
[Memphis] crowd was pretty respectful.
However, the protesters outside reflected
our country’s deep division on this issue.

Yet if our president is really willing to be
flexible and consider new ideas, the rest of
us should be, too.

Oceans elect to avoid runoff
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

Anyone who lives in Louisiana is familiar
with this scenario: runoff from farmland
drains into the Gulf and triggers a massive
bloom of algae that sucks oxygen out of the
water as it dies and decomposes.

In this case, though, the phenomenon
being described isn’t the Gulf of Mexico
dead zone that forms off the coast of Louisi-
ana and Texas every summer. Instead, it’s
what happens in the Gulf of California —
also called the Sea of Cortez — after irriga-
tion in the Yaqui River Valley.

Researchers at Stanford University who
analyzed satellite photographs were able to
show a direct connection between irrigation
and algae blooms. …

The study reveals how vulnerable our
oceans really are, and it should strengthen
the argument for changes in farming practic-
es.

Stanford researchers warn that dead
zones could damage the shrimp and shell-
fish industry and hurt other marine life in
the Gulf of California. The potential is there
for loss of similar resources in other parts of
the world, including our own.

No idiots in the jury box
Los Angeles Times

Last summer, we questioned former
Enron Chairman Kenneth L. Lay’s decision
to set ignorance as the cornerstone of his
legal defense against charges that he helped
to orchestrate the massive accounting fraud
that sank his company, destroyed investors’
wealth and cost thousands of employees
their jobs. It didn’t seem plausible that ju-
rors would buy into a powerful executive’s
claim to be incompetent.

Apparently, lawyers don’t always heed
newspaper editorials. Defense teams for
former WorldCom Chief Executive Bernard
J. Ebbers and former HealthSouth CEO Ri-
chard M. Scrushy also signed on to the “idiot

defense,” claiming that their clients’ subordi-
nates had pulled off the sham accounting on
their own while the bosses were busy with
more important things.

Early returns suggest that jurors aren’t
buying it. On Tuesday, a New York jury de-
termined that Ebbers was guilty of all nine
criminal counts of securities fraud, conspira-
cy and lying to regulators in orchestrating
the largest accounting fraud in U.S. corpo-
rate history. …

The total breakdown of Ebbers’ idiot de-
fense should send a powerful message to
Scrushy and Lay. Scrushy, the first corpo-
rate executive to be tried under provisions
of the federal Sarbanes-Oxley Act, sparked
by Enron’s failure, is pressing on with the “I
knew nothing” defense in a Birmingham,
Ala., courtroom. Lay, who will go on trial
early next year on fraud and conspiracy
charges, is so far taking the same tack.

His lawyers had best scramble for a Plan
B. …

Ignorance may be bliss in some quarters,
but not in the executive suite.

Push on to limit junk-food ads
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Parents have a responsibility to prevent
their children from becoming overweight.
But what can they do about those ads that
saturate the airwaves on Saturday morn-
ings, exhorting kids to fill up on sugary cere-
al, drinks, candy and chips? They could turn
off the TV. They could model healthy eating
habits by resisting their own junk-food
urges. And they can pressure government
agencies to regulate the way junk food is
hyped to kids.

Last fall, the Institute of Medicine, part of
the National Academy of Sciences, urged
that a conference be convened to develop
strict government guidelines for food mar-
keting to children. Instead, the U.S. Depart-
ment Of Health urged voluntary action by in-
dustry. …

Groups ranging from the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics to the World Health Organi-
zation have called for restrictions on the mar-
keting of junk food to children. The food in-
dustry can’t pretend it doesn’t know how ef-
fective its marketing efforts have been. …

It’s in every taxpayer’s interest to combat
the predatory marketing practices of
junk-food makers with the same vigor, if not
the same tools, used to end the predatory
marketing practices of the tobacco industry.
If they can get Joe Camel fired, who knows?
The Trix bunny rabbit may be next.

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.
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Jackson Crandall, 2, watches

through a living room window as his

dad, Matt, removes snow from the

sidewalk in front of their house in

Sioux Falls, S.D.

Alligator kills man

FL
LAKELAND — A
man found dead in a

pond was the victim of a
nearly nine-foot alligator
that was captured and
killed, the medical examin-
er’s office said.

Officials did not know
what Don Owen, 56, a
truck driver from Bar-
tow, was doing at the
pond about a dozen
miles from his
home. He had been missing sever-
al days and was last seen at a con-
venience store.

His remains were found by sev-
eral men fishing in Six Pound
Pond. An autopsy determined he
had been killed by the eight-foot,
nine-inch alligator, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission said.

Trappers caught the alligator
Monday. Owen’s forearm was
found in its stomach.

Crossword champ

CT
STAMFORD — The book-
ish world of crossword puz-

zle aficionados has a fresh-faced
new champion.

College student Tyler Hinman,
20, beat out more than 450 competi-
tors from across the country to win
top honors at the American Cross-
word Puzzle Tournament.

He’s now the youngest champi-
on in the 28-year-history of the
tournament. He said he will spend
his $4,000 prize money on tuition.

“I can’t even celebrate,” said
Hinman, wearing jeans, a T-shirt,
and a baseball cap marked with
the insignia of his fraternity at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
in Troy, N.Y. “I’m not old enough
to go to a pub and drink myself stu-
pid.”

It was a close win: a 46-year-old
engineer named Al Sanders from
Fort Collins, Colo., finished the
same puzzle first, but missed the
answer “Zolaesque” for the clue
“stark and richly detailed, as writ-
ing.”

Freeway shooting kills 3

TX
DALLAS — A man
squeezed through the sun-

roof of a Jaguar and opened fire
with an automatic assault rifle on
another moving vehicle, killing
three men and critically wounding
a fourth, police said.

Authorities were searching for
the gunman and two others, includ-
ing a woman, who may have been
riding in the light-colored, late
model Jaguar with fancy wheels,
according to Dallas and University
Park police.

A police officer waiting at a traf-
fic light at the intersection wit-
nessed the shootings and stopped
to help when the second car
crashed, Dallas police Sgt. Gil
Cerda said. Police policy prohibit-
ed the officer from pursuing the
fleeing vehicle because he already
had a prisoner from an unrelated
case in his back seat.

Cow-smuggling case

NY
SYRACUSE — Federal au-
thorities have charged two

men with smuggling banned Cana-
dian cattle into the United States.

A federal grand jury indictment
accused Louis R. Jacobs, of Snye,
Quebec, and Andrew J. Derouchie,
of Fort Covington, of bringing six
cows into the United States last
Aug. 25, U.S. Attorney Glenn

Suddaby said.
The importation of cattle and cat-

tle products has been prohibited
by federal regulation since May
2003 because of concern over bo-
vine spongiform encephalopathy,
commonly called mad cow disease.
The federal government took the
action after the discovery of a sin-
gle infected cow from a commer-
cial farm in northern Alberta, Can-
ada.

Historic building burns

AR
LITTLE ROCK — A fire de-
stroyed the former head-

quarters of a major black social or-
ganization, which was to be remod-
eled into a museum on Afri-
can-American life.

The fire began at about 2 a.m.,
eventually leading to the
three-story building’s collapse.
The cause of the fire was not imme-
diately determined. Some nearby
buildings had minor damage.

Built in 1911, the building was
the national headquarters for the
Mosaic Templars, which had chap-
ters in 26 states as well as six for-
eign countries.

Abortion law on hold

MI
LANSING — A new state
law that bans a procedure

critics call partial-birth abortion
will not take effect this month so
that the state has more time to re-
spond to a federal lawsuit challeng-
ing the statute.

Under an agreement reached by
Attorney General Mike Cox and

three groups that filed
suit, the abortion law
was put on hold until

June 15. It was sched-
uled to take effect

March 30.
U.S. District Judge Den-

ise Page Hood approved
the temporary restraining

order Monday.
Cox spokeswoman Allison

Pierce said the state needed
more time to respond to the
suit, which was filed March 1.

Suspect naps in car

MA
QUINCY — It’s never good
to fall asleep on the job, but

when you’re a robber, the conse-
quences can be severe.

Quincy police arrived at a CVS
pharmacy early in the morning to
find Steven Jakaitis, 42, sleeping in
his idling car with a nylon stocking
over his head and a cap pistol in
his pocket.

By his side was a note that read:
“I have a Gun DO NOT Press any
Alarms or let Custermors [sic]
know Empty the All the register.”

A customer called police after
seeing Jakaitis, who was also wear-
ing a black wig and a scarf. On the
back seat of his car, officers found
a plastic bag containing 36 unused
hypodermic needles. He spoke in-
coherently after the officers woke
him, Capt. Anthony DiBona said.

He never actually went into the
store, police said.

Inmate powwows get OK

NE
LINCOLN — Nebraska’s
American Indian inmates

can have powwows, meet with
medicine men and use a tobacco
substitute during religious ceremo-
nies under a federal court settle-
ment.

The settlement, reached be-
tween the inmates and prison state
officials last year, was approved by
U.S. District Judge Warren
Urbom.

The settlement grew from a com-
plaint filed on behalf of some 200
American Indian inmates by Rich-
ard T. Walker, an Indian sen-
tenced to life in prison in 1966 for
murder.

Under the agreement, American
Indian inmates can have two pow-
wows a year and use traditional
foods such as fry bread, corn and
“berry dish” in their ceremonies.

Moms ordered to school

WV
MOUNDSVILLE — A mag-
istrate has ordered two

mothers to attend school with their
children who had too many unex-
cused absences.

Jennifer LaShare’s 15-year-old
son has missed school 34 days with-
out an excuse. The boy was defiant
in a hearing Thursday, saying he
was going to leave school for good
when he turns 16 in May.

April Wood’s 13-year-old son
also has had 34 unexcused absenc-
es.

Wood said she has no transporta-
tion and her son has been kicked
off the bus for smoking a cigarette.

“I’m not going to walk on the
highway with my son” to school,
Wood said.

Anderson also ordered Wood to
attend school. Marshall County As-
sistant Prosecuting Attorney C. Ri-
chard Wilson said the school sys-
tem might be asked to allow the
boy to ride the bus with his moth-
er.

A firefighter looks into the sky at

billowing smoke as he and others

battle a blaze at a recycling business in Vinton, Texas.

I’ll just watch

Jenna Moodie, 9 from Weston,

Fla., jumps over bars with her

dog, Whoopie, an Irish water spaniel, in the large-dog section of a new

dog park at Markham Park in Sunrise, Fla.

Battling the blaze

Getting some exercise
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Rob Barella and Adam Young of Powder Mill Towing, along with Parsippany (N.J.) Police

officers David Cavaliere and Joseph Chmura, work to get a car out of a pool in Parsippany.

The red Buick, which was parked at the Woroco gas station on Parsippany Road, slid down a hill behind the gas

station and landed in a homeowner’s pool. No one was injured.

Drunk announcement

MN
MOORHEAD — Having a
vanity plate that reads

“TIPSY” may not be such a great
idea after all.

Josiah Johnson, 23, said his li-
cense plate might have tipped off
the Clay County sheriff’s deputy
who pulled him over Friday after
he left Coach’s Sports Pub in Moor-
head.

Now he faces third-degree
drunken driving charges after his
blood-alcohol level allegedly regis-
tered twice the legal limit.

Johnson said he bought the per-
sonalized license plate for his Jeep
to describe the way it rode — then
kept it as a joke when he got a
Chevy Silverado because he likes
to party.

High price for speeding

VA
OCCOQUAN — Floor it
along a stretch of Interstate

95 and you may really regret it.
Starting Friday, motorists who

drive recklessly in the area be-
tween Occoquan and Quantico
face fines of up to $2,500. Those
caught speeding will see their
fines doubled.

The high number of traffic fatali-
ties along the 11-mile stretch in
Prince William County has prompt-
ed the state to designate it a High-
way Safety Corridor.

Police unveiled new black and
white warning signs Tuesday that
mark the area and warn drivers
about the extra fines.

No Brotherly Love

PA
PHILADELPHIA — Twen-
ty-one slayings in eight

days have authorities begging the
public for help identifying the kill-
ers.

As of Tuesday morning, the ho-
micide toll in Philadelphia stood at
76 so far this year, up from 66 at
the same point last year, police
said.

District Attorney Lynne M. Abra-
ham on Monday vowed that her of-
fice would protect witnesses, even
if it meant sending a moving van to
their homes to take them to safety.

“We cannot only move you out of
the city, we can move you out of
the state; we can move you across
the country,” Abraham said.

Police have been on a campaign
to persuade residents to cooperate
with them since last year’s death of
a 10-year-old boy who was hit by a
stray bullet during a shootout out-
side his school.

Girl Scouts robbed

OH COLUMBUS, Ohio — A
group of Girl Scouts had a

very unhappy encounter with a
Cookie Monster.

The girls stood in disbelief as a
man came to their cookie booth at
a supermarket and ran off with an
envelope containing $320.

One of the five girls from Troop
4180 had recommended a box of
Thin Mints when the man reached
into the cash drawer and grabbed
the envelope. An adult with the
girls chased the thief but couldn’t
catch him.

The girls were working their
stand inside a Kroger store about
2:30 p.m. Saturday when the man
came by and said he’d never
bought Girl Scout cookies. He
handed one of the girls $3, then
said he wanted a second box but
only gave her $2 more.

When the girl pointed it out, the

man snatched the envelope.
Smith said the money would

have paid for the girls to go to sum-
mer camp. Kroger employees took
up a $25 collection, but Smith said
the girls won’t sell from a booth
anymore.

Crane experiment

FL
TAMPA — An experimen-
tal flock of whooping cranes

has lost one of its youngest mem-
bers to a Florida bobcat, but could
be on the verge of producing
chicks in the wild for the first time.

Six older cranes in the five-year
effort to establish a migratory
flock of the endangered birds be-
tween Wisconsin and Florida have
formed into pairs and are being
monitored closely for signs of nest-
ing and breeding behavior, accord-
ing to Operation Migration, the
nonprofit group that has helped co-
ordinate the project.

A Web update on the flock post-
ed by Heather Ray, the group’s di-
rector of operations, said a bobcat
killed one of the cranes that were
raised in Wisconsin last year —
just as some of the other cranes
have been beginning their flight
north.

Woman dies at 110

VT
BURLINGTON — Carolyn
Eddy Drew, probably the

oldest woman in Vermont, has
died at the age of 110.

Drew worked at the Basin Har-
bor Club before World War I and
married in 1917. On her 110th
birthday in August, she dined on
lobster.

Drew did not dwell much on her
longevity, said her son, John Eddy.
She spent little time reminiscing
about the past or making much of a
fuss about anything. Drew was
born on Aug. 26, 1894, in North
Elba, N.Y.

Who’s child is it?

TX
HOUSTON — A judge has
ordered genetic tests to de-

termine whether a woman’s
2-year-old daughter was fathered
by one of her teenage students.

Lisa Zuniga has admitted to hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a
13-year-old boy who was a student
at Victory Academy in Pasadena,
where she worked as a teacher’s
aide.

The boy, who is now 16, and his
mother are suing for custody of the
toddler.

Zuniga, now 29, pleaded guilty to
aggravated sexual assault of a
child in January 2003 and was sen-
tenced to deferred adjudication
and 10 years’ probation.

No paternity test was performed
after the girl was born on Feb. 7,
2003, because of Zuniga’s plea.

Booby-trapped trail

NH
LYNDEBOROUGH — A
teenage boy has been
charged with booby-trap-

ping a snowmobile trail last week-
end by stringing fishing line across
the trail at head height.

The youngster is charged with
reckless conduct, but his mother
said the incident has been blown out
of proportion.

Sgt. H. Michael Geha said the
charge would have been harsher,
but no one was hurt. He said the
youth’s motivation seemed to be to
cause trouble and did not seem to re-
flect problems with snowmobilers.

Stories and photos from wire services

Phillip Boitano, a sophomore at Cardinal Newman High School, practices

his dives at the Santa Rosa Junior College pool in Santa Rosa, Calif., as

clouds from a late-winter weather front move in to northern California.

Snow covers the 1916 Newport covered

bridge over Sinking Creek off Route 601 in

Clover Hollow, near Newport, Va.

A long way down

Car pool

Over the river and through the woods
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The week starts with the spring
equinox, a celebration of nature’s
renewal and rebirth. The solar
journey into Aries brings the day
and night into perfect balance.
Then, light overtakes the darkness
little by little as each day progress-
es. Feminine and mascu-
line energy find equilibri-
um, too, and men and
women enjoy mutual
respect.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 20). You will it,
and you become it. You
can translate success in
one area of your life to
another in April. Steady
gains in your career give
you a well of confidence to
draw from. Your property
increases in value in June. Vaca-

tion with a sweetheart in August.

Singles are introducing someone

to the folks in the early summer.

Sagittarius and Taurus are love

signs.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

Whatever your age, you feel a part

of a new generation — fresh, full of

ideas, and free of the cynicism that

encumbers others. Friends remind

you why you chose them in the

first place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

Acknowledge those close to you,

even if it seems unnecessary.

Don’t make the mistake of believ-

ing that a relationship, once estab-

lished, will always be there even if

you neglect it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).

Love is the last thing on your mind.

But bring it to the front. Consider

that romance needs equal parts

breathing room and attentiveness.

Too much of one or the other

knocks the relationship off balance.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

So much of what happens in your

romantic situation is happening on

an unconscious level. Sensitize

yourself to subtleties that will clue

you in to how to please your part-

ner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It’s a

brave day — you’re not afraid of

being the “bad guy.” Your bound-

aries and expectations are very

clear now. You know what you

need and can accurately assess
who is able and willing to give that
to you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You are a complex creature. You
can’t expect everyone to under-
stand you on every level, and

some people may never
“get” you. But that one
kindred soul will be your
rock. Trust the relation-
ship.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You’ve had your
doubts about your neigh-
borhood lately, but when
you go beyond the riffraff
there is a vibrant commu-
nity out there, worthy of
your active participation.
Get involved.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You’re too busy creating the life
you want to notice that someone

else is pining away for you. There
is romantic potential there. Still, be

sure to see people for who they
are and not for who you want them
to be.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Projects are challenging.

Don’t worry about being correct so
much as being passionate and

committed. Strengthen your faith.
All magic springs from your con-
nection with the universal source.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). That all-consuming event or

person in your life could take over
if you’re not careful. Don’t forget
your routines, your habits, your

friends and the things you do to
take care of your mind, body and

spirit. It’s still important.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).

You don’t have a need for big
drama, but someone close to you
does. So when the “passion play”

starts, view it with a sense of de-
tached humor. Don’t get sucked in.

This is not reality.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).

You’re trying to compromise, be
compassionate and, of course, be
tolerant. However, certain people

can’t help but push you to the limit
— it’s their nature. If it crosses

your boundaries or hurts your
feelings, just say “no way!”

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My mother is 80

and still lives by herself.
She has had three strokes in

the last two years, and her memo-
ry is very bad. She is also very
stubborn and belligerent. She
really belongs in an assisted-liv-
ing facility; however,
she refuses to go to one.
She says she’ll kill her-
self first.

I manage Mama’s
finances. I also make
her doctor’s appoint-
ments, transport her
there, take her to the
pharmacy, the grocery
store, etc. I do all Ma-
ma’s driving because
she can’t leave the block
she lives on without
getting lost.

Mother depends on me for
everything, and she hates my
husband of 18 years, who treats
us both like gold. She would
never admit it, but she hates him
because he’s physically disabled
and it keeps me from giving her
all my time and attention.

Mama tries to make me feel
guilty by acting like she’s com-
pletely helpless. There are a lot
of things she could do for herself,
but she refuses. I’m always
stressed out over her, on top of
the load I’m carrying with my
husband and daughter. Have you
any suggestions?
— Stressed to the Max in Tulsa
Dear Stressed: You are a con-

scientious, dutiful daughter.
However, people can spread
themselves only so thin without it
beginning to affect their health.

If your mother’s reasoning had
not been already affected by
strokes and dementia, she would

realize that fact. The
time has come to call
her doctor and discuss
what alternatives might
be available in caring
for her. Assisted living
would be ideal, but only
if she could adjust to it.

If it would be too
traumatic, perhaps a
part-time caregiver
could be hired through
senior services in your
community.

Dear Abby: I was in

a serious car accident back in
1986 and have been living with
the facial scars ever since.

I hate the way I look and
would like to see if a doctor can
improve my appearance. The
problem is, my husband doesn’t
want me to talk to a doctor.

Yes, I had the scars when I
met my husband 15 years ago. I
have lived with the deformities
for a very long time. But not a
day goes by that I don’t think
about how I could look if I had
surgery to improve my appear-
ance.

I don’t know if my insurance
would cover the costs of surgery,

but when it comes to my hus-
band “needing” a boat, Jeep or
snowmobile — or whatever suits
his fancy at the time — money is
never a problem.

I have money from the car
accident, and if there were any
costs for the surgery, it wouldn’t
have to come out of my hus-
band’s paycheck. I cannot ex-
press to you how bad I feel about
myself, but my husband does
know. Do you think I should see
a doctor to find out if surgery is
an option for me, or should I just
accept the way I am and not
think about improving my ap-
pearance?

— Scarred and Confused in
Philadelphia

Dear Scarred: By all means
consult a plastic surgeon.

You deserve to be the best that
you can be. However, when you
do, please understand that it
could change the dynamics of
your relationship with your hus-
band. It appears that he has a
vested interest in keeping you
just as you are, and the reason
may be that he is afraid he will
lose you if you look different.
Some sessions with a marriage
counselor might put his fears to
rest. Much depends upon his own
level of self-esteem.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: My wife,

“Sarah,” and I had a wonderful
life together and were very
happy until she started snoring. I
know it sounds crazy, but this
has changed our lives.

Sarah’s snoring means she
can’t sleep through the night, and
she’s irritable in the
morning. This loving,
caring woman is now too
tired for her usual daily
routine.

She used to be full of
life, but now she gets
sleepy in the afternoons
and doesn’t have enough
energy to pick up the
kids from school or
attend their after-school
events.

Her snoring affects
me as much as it does
her. The noise keeps me up, and
I, too, am not getting a full
night’s rest. I’ve started snapping
at the kids and feel run-down all
the time. Sarah and I have gone
from having a wonderful, inti-
mate sex life to sleeping in sepa-
rate rooms, on opposite sides of
the house.

I’ve spoken to her about seeing
a doctor, but she’s convinced her
snoring is minor and thinks I
should be able to live with it, like
she does. She says she can’t do
anything about it.

I’ve read information from the

National Sleep Foundation (sleep-
foundation.org) that says snoring
can be a symptom of more seri-
ous problems, including sleep
apnea, which can be dangerous
and even life-threatening if not
treated.

How do I convince Sarah that
she needs help?

— Sleeping Beauty’s
Husband

Dear Husband: You
are right to be con-
cerned. Without treat-
ment, sleep apnea can
cause cardiovascular
disease, memory prob-
lems, sexual dysfunc-
tion, weight gain and
more, not to mention the
possibility of Sarah
having a car accident
because she isn’t com-
pletely awake. Insist

that she talk to her doctor, or you
will call the doctor’s office your-
self and pass along the informa-
tion for her next checkup. If she
won’t do it for herself, ask her to
do it for the well-being of your
marriage and for your children.

Dear Annie: I read the letter

from the parole officer who
advised a woman to protect her
granddaughter who was writing
to inmates. Please continue to
print letters on that theme, along
with solid advice from experts
who know the score.

I knew a nice, single woman
who began exchanging letters
with an inmate. Notice the use of
the past tense. This woman
thought she was being kind and
helpful, and over a couple of
years, a friendship developed.
She eventually began to drive to
the prison to visit. The prisoner
was charming and very upfront
about his past. They fell in love.
A year later, he was released,
and she invited him to stay at her
home.

She believed they would
marry. Instead, she went through
a brief and brutal period of
abuse that ended in her death.

Please tell your readers who
want to help these lonely men to
work only through a strictly
organized, well-established
group, and never, ever, give out
personal information.

— A California Reader

Dear California: You may
have saved a life by sharing your
horrifying story and warning our
readers about the dangers of
corresponding with inmates.
Thank you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Sudden snoring could be bad
for woman’s health, family life

Caring for demanding mother
and rest of family too taxing

Annie’s Mailbox

Chic is not always stylish

Dear Abby

Dear Editor: I read that “chic”
originally meant something dif-
ferent in French than it means
now, and that the current French
meaning was first used in En-
glish and then adopted as the
French meaning too.

How and why did this happen?
What was the original French
meaning?

— F.P., Enfield, Conn.

Dear F.P.: The word “chic”
has been used in French with a
wide range of meanings since
the late 18th century.

As a noun referring to a paint-
er’s technique, it often had a pejo-
rative nuance and meant “facili-
ty bordering on the shallow.”

As an adjective, it meant “styl-
ish,” and this is the sense that
was borrowed into English in the
middle of the 19th century.

It is conceivable that the En-
glish use may have helped to re-
inforce the meaning “stylish” for
the word as used in French and
to hasten the demise of the old
painter’s sense.

But we did not invent the
meaning “stylish,” and the
French did not have to borrow it
from us.

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may
send questions to Merriam-Webster’s
Wordwatch, P.O. Box 281, 47 Federal St.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.
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BY MICHAEL GRACZYK

The Associated Press

RUIDOSA, Texas — Time, neglect and the
unforgiving desert are threatening to devour a
nearly century-old piece of Texas history. The
Mission del Sagrado Corazon, the Sacred
Heart Mission, is crumbling in remote desola-
tion along the Rio Grande.

The deterioration accelerates each time a
rainstorm sweeps across the normally
parched region, washing away mud bricks
used to make the building. Historical groups
are rallying to save the abandoned Catholic
church, where services last were held de-
cades ago.

“It’s been getting worse and worse,” said
Larry Oaks, executive director of the Texas
Historical Commission. “At this stage of the
game, probably a third of the building has liter-
ally melted into the landscape.”

One of the two towers that flanked the en-
trance of the church is gone, toppled after a
storm several years ago. What’s left resem-
bles a giant anthill.

The distinctive arches — believed to be the
largest round-structural adobe arches left in
Texas — are still erect, the biggest rising about
18 feet above the weed-covered dirt floor.

“It’s just a grand and sort of monumental
structure,” Oaks said.

The big question is can it stand without
help. It’s also unclear if help that’s on the way
will arrive in time.

“It’s getting real close,” says Pat Taylor, a
Mesilla, N.M.-based adobe restoration special-
ist who has examined the church and has been
advising officials. “There’s a lot of water that’s
getting in and washing down the walls. It’s def-
initely in trouble.”

The $44,000 raised so far is about
three-fourths of the estimated cost for emer-

gency work to stabilize the structure, Taylor
said. The bulk of the money, however, is from
a Texas Historical Commission grant that re-
quires a local effort match the state funds. The
commission speculates it could cost another
$250,000 to fully restore the mission as a tour-
ist destination.

Many bricks on the arches are exposed,
showing the skeletal work of the adobe ma-
sons who used round flat rocks as spacers to
create the arches of sand and straw bricks
when they built the church, around 1915.

“That building is really quite amazing,” said
Darlene Jamar, of Marfa, who has researched
the history of the church. “It was built by vol-
unteer labor by the people that lived there at
the time. They cared that much. It was really a
project of love.”

At the time when the mission was built,
farmers scraped out a living with the help of
water from the Rio Grande. U.S. Army troops
were stationed here as part of a border build-
up during the Mexican Revolution. The rem-
nants of the old outpost are nearby.

The church appears suddenly at the top of a
rise and around a curve on Texas Farm Road
170, which parallels the winding Rio Grande.
The Chinati Mountains lie to the east and the
Sierra Madre towers from the west in Mexico.
El Paso is 250 miles to the northwest.

Rusty Hill, 45, who runs the general store
with his mother, said the restoration would be
a boon to the community. “If everybody who
came by to say a prayer and light a candle also
stopped by and bought a Coke, it wouldn’t hurt
our business,” he said.

It already attracts visitors. Celia Hill has a
guest book in the store, and customers leave a
pin on her world map if they’re the first from
their city or country to stop by.

“It’s a great structure,” Taylor said. “I work
on these types of structures all the time and I
never take them for granted. These structures
represent a history, a time period, a people.

“And when a structure like this is lost, it’s
pretty much lost forever.”

Donations may be made to the Ruidosa Mission
Project, Presidio County Courthouse, P.O. Box 606,
Marfa, Texas 79843

BY WILLIAM KATES

The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The Sis-
ters of St. Francis are waiting on
a miracle.

That’s what it will take to bring
sainthood to Franciscan Mother
Marianne Cope, who abandoned
the comfort of her Roman Catholic
convent in upstate New York more
than a century ago to help Ha-
waii’s lepers, and left a legacy of
schools, orphanages and hospitals.

“We can wait,” said Sister
Grace Anne Dillenschneider, as-
sistant general minister of the Sis-
ters of St. Francis. “We’ve waited
all this time. We believe it’s only
a matter of time.”

In December, Pope John Paul
II accepted a report of one mira-
cle attributed to the intervention
of Mother Marianne. The case in-
volved a Syracuse teenager who
suffered multiple organ failure
and recovered after she was
touched by a relic of Mother Mari-
anne and prayers were offered
seeking the nun’s intercession on
the girl’s behalf. Cope is expected
to be beatified as “Blessed Moth-
er Marianne” in a May 15 Mass
at St. Peter’s Square.

A second miracle attributed to
her intercession is required for
her to be canonized.

Mother Marianne was born
Jan. 23, 1838, as Barbara Koob in
Heppenheim, Germany, and
moved to Utica, N.Y., in 1840.
Her father supported the family
of nine as a laborer. Cope took re-
ligious vows in 1863 with Sisters
of the Third Order of St. Francis
and died in 1918 at age 80.

BY BRIAN BOWERS

Stars and Stripes

Jars of Clay dug into the roots
of Gospel music and found trea-
sure.

The band that helped define
Christian rock started by pouring
through old hymnals, looking for
lyrics with rich
spiritual insight.
They then wrote
new melodies for
obscure hymns
and updated familiar standards.
The result, “Redemption Songs,”
which hits stores this week,
proves that 2-century-old hymns
and spirituals have plenty to say
to 21st-century listeners.

One of the best of the recast
songs is “God Will Lift Up Your
Head,” about the joy awaiting be-
lievers. It’s a catchy track that re-
lies on a simple beat and front-
man Dan Haseltine’s soaring vo-
cals to propel its encouraging
message. Another standout in this
category is the more mellow “On
Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand,”
which includes vocals by the
Blind Boys of Alabama.

Undoubtedly, the more famil-
iar tunes will resonate with many
listeners. They include excellent
renditions “Nothing But the
Blood,” another collaboration
with the Blind Boys, and “I’ll Fly
Away,” which is accented by the
voice of newcomer Sarah Kelly.
While many of the disc’s songs

have a Southern
or folk feel, “It Is
Well” comes
through with a
mid-’60s flavor.

It’s an interesting switch. The
disc wraps up with a haunting ver-
sion of “They’ll Know We Are
Christians by Our Love.”

“Redemption Songs” succeeds
on many levels but its most impor-
tant achievement is making the
richness and depth of traditional
hymns accessible to a new audi-
ence by retuning them for the
modern ear.

The band can be found on the
Web: www.jarsofclay.com

• • •
While Jars of Clay is drawing

inspiration from past genera-
tions, the new disc by Sonicflood
is firmly focused on this genera-

tion.
The band’s “This Generation”

— released March 8 — offers sev-
eral high-energy songs that are
certain to be popular at modern
worship services. The disc’s first
single, “Your Love Goes On For-
ever,” popped up to 20 on Bill-
board’s Christian adult contempo-
rary chart last week and has been
climbing the R&R radio chart.

Though some of the lyrics
aren’t particularly deep, especial-
ly when compared with the spiri-
tual insights contained in “Re-
demption Songs,” they are quite
singable. At a Virginia concert
just before the CD’s release, the
new songs captured the crowd de-
spite their unfamiliarity.

The title track offers
hard-edged rock as it calls wor-
shippers to praise. Frontman
Rick Heil’s voice is plaintive in
“All I’ve Failed to Be,” which
asks, “Take me Lord. Make me
whole.” “Prodigal” offers a simi-
lar theme, stating, “Mold me and
make me. Let me fall into your
arms of love again.” “You Are” is
an exuberant praise of Jesus.
“Never Forget You” is an asser-

tive take on Psalm 103.
It’s little wonder that Heil

seems to focus on being remade.
He recently revealed that doctors
had discovered that he had been
healed of Crohn’s disease, a debili-
tating intestinal condition that is
normally permanent.

The disc also represents a new
incarnation of Sonicflood, with

only Heil returning from previ-
ous efforts. However, the new
crew seems to be a good fit.

The band can be found on the
Web: www.sonicflood.com

Today’s Praise is a roundup of news and
reviews from the contemporary
Christian music industry. It appears
on the Religion page.

E-mail Brian Bowers at:
bowersb@stripes.osd.mil

Today’s praise

Group works to save church ruins

Different approaches made by Jars of Clay and Sonicflood

RELIGION

Effort focuses on
Texas’ Mission del
Sagrado Corazon

AP

The Mission del Sagrado Corazon, in Ruidosa, Texas, stands in ruins along Texas State Highway

170. The church once had twin towers, but only one remains. The pile of mud debris from the

collapsed tower can still be seen in front of the church.

Nuns seek
sainthood
for lepers’
savior

INO Records

Sonicflood — from left, Trey Hill, Chris Kimmerer, Rick Heil, Grant

Norsworthy and Jordan Jameson — released their latest CD, “This

Generation,” on March 8.
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House of Mouse

Animaniacs

Ed, Edd n Eddy

Fillmore (EI)

A Walk in Your Shoes

Planet’s Funniest Animals

NBA Inside Stuff

Happy Days

Movie ((( “The Story of
Robin Hood” (1952) Richard
Todd, Joan Rice, Peter Finch.

Movie ((( “My Girl” (1991,
Comedy-Drama) Macaulay
Culkin, Anna Chlumsky.

Doug “Doug’s Brain Drain”

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats Stu gets amnesia.

The Jeff Corwin Experience

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Everwood “There Is a Reac-
tion”

Joan of Arcadia “Out of Sight”

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Pando-
ra’s Box”

(:08) Movie ((* “Ghost-
busters II” (1989) Bill Murray.
A long-dead Carpathian war-
lock attempts to return to Earth.

Movie ((( “The Rookie”
(2002, Drama) Dennis Quaid,
Rachel Griffiths, Jay Hernan-
dez. A high-school baseball
coach tries out for the major
league.
(:19) Movie (* “The Heaven-
ly Kid” (1985, Fantasy) Lewis
Smith, Jason Gedrick.

(:08) Movie (( “Love Affair”
(1994, Drama) Warren Beatty.
Two airline passengers
promised to others fall in love.

True Hollywood Story

Movie ((* “Patch Adams”
(1999) Robin Williams. A doctor
truly believes that laughter is
the best medicine.

(:10) Movie ((( “Austin
Powers: The Spy Who
Shagged Me” (1999, Comedy)
Mike Myers, Heather Graham.

Movie ((( “Twister” (1996)
Helen Hunt, Bill Paxton.

Movie (( “Eloise at the
Plaza” (2003, Adventure) Julie
Andrews, Sofia Vassilieva.

SpongeBob SquarePants

Destinations

Ebert-Movies

Headline News

Studio 5

IndyCar Racing XM Satellite
Radio Indy 200. From Phoenix
International Raceway in Avon-
dale, Ariz. (Taped)

SportsCenter

The Apprentice

Andromeda Mysterious bio-ar-
mor.

ESPNews

NASCAR Racing Nextel Cup
Series -- Golden Corral 500.
From Atlanta Motor Speedway
in Hampton, Ga. (Live)

NHRA Drag Racing Mac Tools
Gatornationals -- Qualifying.

Andromeda Mysterious bio-ar-
mor.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Dancing in the
Dark”

Movie (( “John Q” (2002)
Denzel Washington, Robert Du-
vall. A father resorts to violence
to obtain a heart for his son.

(:15) Headline News

Scrubs “My New Coat”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. From Charlotte,
N.C., Nashville, Tenn., Okla-
homa City, or Worcester, Mass.
(Live)
College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. From Charlotte,
N.C., Nashville, Tenn., Okla-
homa City, or Worcester, Mass.
(Live)
College Basketball: NCAA
Tournament Second Round

AFNews on Assignment

America’s Black Forum

The Chris Matthews Show

Navy/Marine Corps News

Big Story Weekend Edition
With Rita Crosby

20/20

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

CBS News Sunday Morning

Face the Nation

Headline News

Navy/Marine Corps News

Late Edition Primetime

Fox News Live

Fox News Live

Meet the Press

FNS with Chris Wallace

PGA Golf Bay Hill Invitational --
Third Round. From Bay Hill Golf
Club and Lodge in Orlando,
Fla. (Taped)

SportsCenter

ATP Tennis Pacific Life Open
Semifinals. From Indian Wells,
Calif. (Taped)

College GameDay

Sports Reporters

ESPNews

Wire to Wire

ESPNews

College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. (Live)

College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. (Live)

Latin Lifestyles

Urban Style

Fantasy Camp

Roker on the Road

Radical Sabbatical

All-American Festivals

The Suze Orman Show

Myth Busters “Sinking Titanic”

To Be Announced

Basic Training

Mail Call

JAG “Guilt”

The Best Of

Good Eats

My Wife and Kids

King of the Hill

Girlfriends “The Rabbit Died”

All of Us

The Amazing Race

NCIS “Yankee White”

Friends

Seinfeld (Part 2 of 2)

Saturday Night Live

Andromeda Mysterious bio-ar-
mor.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Dancing in the
Dark”

Movie ((( “Ocean’s Eleven”
(2001) George Clooney. A suave
ex-con assembles a team to rob
a casino vault.

(:15) Headline News

Scrubs “My New Coat”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. From Charlotte,
N.C., Nashville, Tenn., Okla-
homa City, or Worcester, Mass.
(Live)
College Basketball NCAA
Tournament Second Round --
Teams TBA. From Charlotte,
N.C., Nashville, Tenn., Okla-
homa City, or Worcester, Mass.
(Live)
College Basketball: NCAA
Tournament Second Round

MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2005

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

The Jeff Corwin Experience

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Everwood “There Is a Reac-
tion”

Joan of Arcadia “Out of Sight”

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Clifford the Big Red Dog (EI)

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles

Dora the Explorer

Stanley

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Franklin

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer

The Wiggles “The Party”

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Growing Pains

Pokémon

Yu-Gi-Oh! (Part 1 of 3)

Doug (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Lizzie McGuire

The Brothers Garcia

Smallville “Ryan”

Boy Meets World “Cyrano”

Boy Meets World

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “The
Face on the Barroom Floor”

(11:00) Movie ((( “Twister”
(1996, Drama) Helen Hunt.

(:05) Movie ((( “The Fight-
ing Seabees” (1944, Adven-
ture) John Wayne, Susan Hay-
ward, Dennis O’Keefe.

Movie ((* “Patch Adams”
(1999) Robin Williams. A doctor
truly believes that laughter is
the best medicine.

(:10) Movie ((( “Austin
Powers: The Spy Who
Shagged Me” (1999, Comedy)
Mike Myers, Heather Graham.

Kate Winslet Revealed The life
of Kate Winslet.

Hollywood Backstories

Entertainment Tonight

Movie “Breach of Faith: Fami-
ly of Cops II” (1997, Drama)
Charles Bronson, Joe Penny.

(:43) Movie ((( “The
Preacher’s Wife” (1996) Den-
zel Washington, Whitney Hous-
ton. An angel becomes drawn
to a pastor’s dulcet-toned wife.

Movie (( “An Innocent
Man” (1989) Tom Selleck. An
innocent man is framed and im-
prisoned for dealing drugs.

(:06) Movie (( “Lara Croft:
Tomb Raider” (2001) Angelina
Jolie. A globetrotting adven-
turess seeks a fabled artifact.

Access Hollywood

Entertainment Tonight

Movie (( “Bad Boys II”
(2003, Action) Martin Lawrence,
Will Smith. Two detectives battle
a drug kingpin in Miami.

(:15) Movie (* “Big Daddy”
(1999) Adam Sandler. A goofy
ne’er-do-well adopts an impres-
sionable youngster.

Movie (((* “The Longest
Yard” (1974) Eddie Albert

ESPNews

ESPNews

Women’s College Basketball
Teams TBA. (Taped)

Women’s College Basketball
Teams TBA. (Taped)

Meet the Press

Headline News

ESPNews

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Little Bill Amusement park.

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Sandra Bullock; spring
styles; International House-
wares Show.

Aladdin “Sandswitch”

ChalkZone (EI)

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible “Vir-Tu-Ron”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Risen”

ER “Try Carter”

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

College Basketball: NCAA
Tournament Second Round

Little Bill Amusement park.

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Mucha Lucha

Mary-Kate and Ashley

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Risen”

ER “Try Carter”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Tim Russert

People in the News

This Week

Dateline International

CNN Sunday Night

CNN Presents

Larry King Live

60 Minutes

Fox Magazine

The Beltway Boys

Fox News Watch

Bulls and Bears

Cavuto on Business

Forbes

Cashin’ In

Dateline NBC

American Morning

Fox News Live

Fox News Live

Fox News Live

Dateline NBC

Fox News Live

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

College Basketball: NCAA
Tournament Second Round

ESPNews

NBA Basketball Houston
Rockets at Minnesota Timber-
wolves. From the Target Center
in Minneapolis. (Live)

Auto Racing Off-Road Racing
-- Race One. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College GameDay

SportsCenter

Arena Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College GameDay

PGA Golf Bay Hill Invitational --
Final Round. From Bay Hill Golf
Club and Lodge in Orlando,
Fla. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College GameDay

MLB Preseason Baseball
Boston Red Sox at Los Angeles
Dodgers. From Holman Stadi-
um in Vero Beach, Fla. (Live)

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

The X-Files “Hungry”

Girlfriends “The Rabbit Died”

All of Us

The Amazing Race

NCIS “Yankee White”

Friends

Seinfeld (Part 2 of 2)

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Paula’s Home Cooking

Designers’ Challenge

Fashion Emergency

The Soup

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show “Ski Trip”

Girlfriends

Charmed “Muse to My Ears”

Strong Medicine

Any Day Now “The Outsiders”

Third Watch “Old Dogs, New
Tricks”

Law & Order “Soldier of For-
tune”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Dead Zone “Shadows”

Law & Order “Sheltered”

Monster House “Zen House”

Friends

Seinfeld “The Wait Out”

Seinfeld “The Calzone”

Blind Date

College Basketball: NCAA
Tournament Second Round

Little Bill Amusement park.

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Aladdin “Sandswitch”

ChalkZone (EI)

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible “Vir-Tu-Ron”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Pacific Report

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Risen”

ER “Try Carter”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood

Headline News

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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Q
Miranda Lambert’s single “Me and Charlie Talking” was No. 1
on the country charts here for weeks. What can you tell me

about her? — Rachel T., Austin, Texas

A
After finishing third on USA Network’s “Nashville Star,” the
Texas native was signed by Sony. For her CD “Kerosene,” re-

leased last week, Lambert wrote all but one song. “I’m just 21,”
she tells us, “but my parents are private investigators, and I’ve
seen a lot of reality. Relationships inspire my work.”

Q
When will we hear wedding bells for Derek Jeter and new gal
pal Stacy Lynn Spierer? — Bradly

Katz, Brooklyn, N.Y.

A
Put away the rice. Jeter, 30, is
known for loving and leaving

‘em. The Yankee slugger’s exes
include pop diva Mariah Carey,
34; video jockey Vanessa Minnil-
lo, 24; and actress Jordana Brew-
ster, 24. Our advice to Spierer,
27, who has appeared in minor
TV and film roles: Don’t give up
your day job.

Q
You asked readers who should
play Michael Ovitz in the Show-

time movie “Two Blind Mice.”
What was the result? — C. Den-
ton, Harrisburg, Pa.

A
Several suggested Treat Will-
iams, who did a superb job as

Ovitz in “The Late Shift.” Oth-
ers voted for Greg Kinnear, An-
thony Heald, William H. Macy
and David Hyde Pierce. Our
pick as Ovitz, once Holly-
wood’s most powerful man:
Jon Voight.

Q
Who’s the “Laney” Eminem
mentions in his song "Mocking-

bird"? — Shannon Dowdie, Burnt
Hills, N.Y.

A
His niece, Alaina, 8. The rap star
has custody of her and joint custo-

dy of his own daughter, Hailie, 9. He
says the song — with lines like “ma-
ma’s always in the news” and “dad-
dy’s with you” — is
meant for both of them.
We think Eminem, 32,
is trying to promote him-
self as a great dad while
undermining the girls’
mothers: his ex-wife Kim
and her twin sister, Dawn.

Q
Who’s that brainy blonde
with Ron Reagan on MSNB-

C’s new show, “Connected Coast
to Coast”? — Elaine Lombardo, Middleton, Mass.

A
She’s Monica Crowley, 36, a Columbia University Ph.D. who
was former President Nixon’s assistant on international af-

fairs from 1990 until his death in 1994. Crowley began her
broadcast career as a conservative commentator at WABC
radio in 1996 and later joined Fox News. “I left for a chance to
do a new kind of talk show -thoughtful, civilized debate,” she
says. MSNBC’s gain is Fox’s loss.

Q
As a veteran, I’m curious about Johnny Carson’s Navy ca-
reer. What ship? — Dave Graham, San Diego, Calif.

A
The Nebraska native enlisted in 1943 at 18 and served as an
ensign on the battleship USS Pennsylvania. While on board,

Johnny entertained his shipmates and honed his talents as a
magician and comedian. He was discharged from the Navy in
1946.

Q
I was surprised to hear on the History Channel that Lincoln’s
son Willie died of pneumonia. I thought he died of blood poi-

soning. — Diana Lomosad, Sacramento, Calif.

A
It was Tad who probably died of pneumonia — in
1871 at age 18. Willie died in 1862 at 11 from

what historians believe was typhoid fever. The
Lincoln who may have had blood poisoning was
the President’s grandson, Abraham Lincoln II
(known as Jack), who died in 1890 at
16. Incidentally, a new
Lincoln museum opens
this spring in Springfield,
Ill. Visit www.alplm.org to
learn more.

Q
I was disappointed to hear that the Russell
Crowe-Nicole Kidman film “Eucalyptus” was post-

poned due to script problems. Will it resume? — Sam
Roberts, Portland, Maine

A
We doubt it. Our Australian sources say the cancel-
lation had nothing to do with the script — by direc-

tor Jocelyn Moorhouse, who helped launch Crowe’s
film career with 1991’s “Proof” — and everything to
do with Crowe being difficult. Kidman is said to be
devastated, and the Aussie film industry has lost mil-
lions. Friends warn Russell that top directors may
scratch him from their casting sheets.

Q
What do you make of TV Land’s reality series with
Farrah Fawcett, starting this Wednesday? — Chris

C., Joplin, Mo.

A
We can’t wait. If the 58-year-old ex-pinup acts as
weird as she did on her infamous guest appearance

with David Letterman in 1997, “Chasing Farrah”
should be the funniest show since “Seinfeld.”

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine.
© 2004 Parade Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved.

AP

A warning to all

minor actresses:

Yankees captain

Derek Jeter is still

known for loving

’em and leaving

’em.

KRT

Stop us if you’ve heard this one before: Russell Crowe’s

selfishness affects all those around him — in this case,

fellow Australian Nicole Kidman and director Jocelyn Moor-

house, who helped launch Crowe’s career.

Want the facts? Opinions? Truth?WriteWalter Scott, Box 5001, Grand Central Station, NewYork, N.Y. 10163-5001. Full namewill be used unless otherwise requested. Volume ofmail makes personal replies impossible.

SPECIAL TO STARS AND STRIPES

AP

Eminem loves two little ladies — his niece and daughter —
but has less public affection for their mommies.
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 50 41
Bahrain 76 61
Beijing 57 38
Beirut 68 58
Bermuda 64 57
Caracas 89 74
Helsinki 26 7
Hong Kong 70 63
Lisbon 65 57

HI LO
Manila 86 79
Mexico City 78 48
Montreal 35 19
Riyadh 78 59
Rio de. Jan 83 76
Seoul  54 35
Sofia  45 25
Sydney 73 62
Tokyo 55 45

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 79 62
Dakar  77 65
Freetown 89 77
Kinshasa 88 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 78
Nairobi 82 64
Rabat   72 55
Tripoli 72 47

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 77 52 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 45 29 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 39 30 Snow
Albuquerque 58 36 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 46 32 Rain
Amarillo 70 40 PCldy
Anchorage 34 18 Clr
Asheville 61 35 PCldy
Atlanta 69 45 PCldy
Atlantic City 44 34 Rain
Austin 81 57 PCldy
Baltimore 50 36 Rain
Baton Rouge 72 58 Rain
Billings 51 27 Cldy
Birmingham 69 48 PCldy
Bismarck 37 22 Cldy
Boise 56 39 Cldy
Boston 46 34 Rain
Bridgeport 43 35 Rain
Brownsville 82 66 PCldy
Buffalo 42 28 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 39 24 Snow
Caribou,Maine 37 16 PCldy
Casper 53 27 Rain
Charleston,S.C. 73 47 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 51 35 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 69 40 PCldy
Chattanooga 66 41 PCldy
Cheyenne 54 28 Snow
Chicago 40 29 PCldy
Cincinnati 50 28 PCldy

Cleveland 42 28 Snow
Colorado Springs 55 30 Cldy
Columbia,S.C. 72 42 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 72 49 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 47 28 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 44 27 PCldy
Corpus Christi 82 63 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 76 57 Cldy
Dayton 47 27 Cldy
Daytona Beach 72 53 PCldy
Denver 58 33 Cldy
Des Moines 48 32 Cldy
Detroit 41 27 Cldy
Duluth 32 14 PCldy
El Paso 71 48 PCldy
Elkins 47 31 Cldy
Erie 43 27 Snow
Eugene 54 40 Rain
Evansville 54 35 PCldy
Fairbanks 21 -7 Clr
Fargo 34 20 PCldy
Flagstaff 42 22 Snow
Flint 37 23 Cldy
Fort Smith 70 53 PCldy
Fort Wayne 40 26 Cldy
Fresno 65 48 Rain
Goodland 59 35 PCldy
Grand Junction 52 31 Rain
Grand Rapids 36 26 Cldy
Great Falls 47 28 Cldy
Green Bay 33 21 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 64 37 Clr

Harrisburg 48 35 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 41 30 Snow
Helena 48 31 Cldy
Honolulu 80 68 Clr
Houston 78 61 Cldy
Huntsville 65 44 PCldy
Indianapolis 47 30 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 69 55 Rain
Jacksonville 72 51 PCldy
Juneau 34 28 PCldy
Kansas City 59 44 PCldy
Key West 78 71 PCldy
Knoxville 63 39 PCldy
Lake Charles 69 61 Rain
Lansing 36 26 Cldy
Las Vegas 64 49 PCldy
Lexington 52 33 PCldy
Lincoln 55 37 Cldy
Little Rock 67 50 PCldy
Los Angeles 63 53 Cldy
Louisville 55 37 PCldy
Lubbock 75 43 PCldy
Macon 72 46 PCldy
Madison 37 22 PCldy
Medford 58 45 Cldy
Memphis 67 49 Clr
Miami Beach 77 64 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 77 49 PCldy
Milwaukee 36 27 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 33 20 PCldy
Mobile 70 57 Rain
Montgomery 72 51 PCldy

Nashville 61 38 PCldy
New Orleans 74 61 Rain
New York City 44 39 Rain
Newark 45 38 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 65 41 Clr
North Platte 60 37 PCldy
Oklahoma City 70 52 Cldy
Omaha 51 36 Cldy
Orlando 76 53 PCldy
Paducah 59 38 PCldy
Pendleton 60 39 Cldy
Peoria 48 31 PCldy
Philadelphia 46 36 Rain
Phoenix 69 53 PCldy
Pittsburgh 46 31 Cldy
Pocatello 50 33 Cldy
Portland,Maine 44 27 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 54 42 Rain
Providence 43 33 Snow
Pueblo 64 31 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 66 39 PCldy
Rapid City 48 28 Cldy
Reno 49 34 Rain
Richmond 66 37 Clr
Roanoke 64 37 PCldy
Rochester 42 28 Rain
Rockford 41 25 PCldy
Sacramento 61 47 Rain
St Louis 54 39 PCldy
St Thomas 85 73 Clr
Salem,Ore. 54 40 Rain
Salt Lake City 52 35 Rain

San Angelo 80 53 PCldy
San Antonio 80 60 PCldy
San Diego 63 56 PCldy
San Francisco 61 52 Rain
San Jose 63 51 Rain
San Juan,P.R. 86 71 Clr
Santa Fe 54 29 Cldy
St Ste Marie 31 21 Snow
Savannah 73 49 PCldy
Seattle 53 41 Rain
Shreveport 74 59 Rain
Sioux City 44 29 Cldy
Sioux Falls 34 23 Cldy
South Bend 38 25 Cldy
Spokane 50 35 Rain
Springfield,Ill. 50 33 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 62 44 PCldy
Syracuse 39 27 Snow
Tallahassee 73 49 Cldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 76 59 PCldy
Toledo 43 27 Cldy
Topeka 61 46 PCldy
Tucson 69 44 PCldy
Tulsa 69 58 PCldy
Tupelo 67 46 Clr
Waco 78 58 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 61 37 Rain
W.Palm Beach 76 58 PCldy
Wichita 65 49 PCldy
Wichita Falls 74 54 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 42 30 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 46 35 Rain
Yakima 59 35 Cldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA
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UKRAINE

NETH.
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CRETESICILY
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SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
52/37
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•
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Moscow
17/05

St. Petersburg
22/13

Kiev
25/17

Bucharest
45/25

Warsaw
34/21

Oslo
31/15

Berlin
52/36

Frankfurt
55/43

Stuttgart
64/43

Prague
42/23

Budapest
42/24

Copenhagen
35/25

Reykjavik
48/43

Dublin
55/45

Ramstein
66/45

Vienna
41/27

Geneva
67/40

Brussels
63/43

Istanbul
54/35

Athens
62/48

Souda Bay
64/51

Sigonella
70/42

Naples
63/47

Rome
63/44

Belgrade
57/34

Sarajevo
47/23

Tirana
60/44

Pristina
57/34

Tuzla
49/25

Aviano
61/37

Pisa
61/34

Paris
68/48

Nice
65/43

Barcelona
66/50

Madrid
71/50

Morón
79/61

Rota
71/53

Lisbon
65/57

Izmir
63/40

London
59/51

Lakenheath
64/43

Stockholm
29/14

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with dense
morning fog. Highs in the 50s to mid
60s. Sunday lows in the mid 30s to
mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers.
Highs in the mid 50s to mid 60s.
Sunday lows in the mid 40s to low
50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with morning fog and isolated
showers of rain and snow. Highs in
the upper 40s. Sunday lows in the
mid 20s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
to upper 60s. Sunday lows in the
40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the low to mid 50s. Sunday lows in
the mid 30s to low 40s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers in
the southeast. Highs in the low 50s
to mid 60s. Sunday lows in the upper
30s to mid 40s.

Hungary: Sunny. Highs in the low 40s.
Sunday lows in the mid 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the low 60s. Sunday lows in the mid
30s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
low 60s to low 70s. Sunday lows in
the 40s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with rain early,
becoming mostly cloudy in the
evening. Highs in the mid to upper
50s. Sunday lows in the mid 30s.

Norway: Morning snowshowers give
way to partly cloudy skies in the
evening. Highs in the low to upper
30s. Sunday lows in the in the mid
teens to low 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers in
the evening. Highs in the mid 60s to
mid 70s. Sunday lows in the low 50s
to low 60s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers late. Highs in the mid
50s to mid 60s. Sunday lows in the
mid 30s to mid 40s.

European forecast for 20 Mar 05

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Ben Lee

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
63/45

Baghdad
79/55

Kuwait City
79/60

Dhahran
72/53

Dubai
77/60

Zahedan
76/52

Karachi
88/75 Bombay

94/76

New Delhi
86/65

Kandahar
75/53

Kabul
60/40

Islamabad
71/57

Mazar-e-Sharif
59/39

Ashgabat
74/44

Tehran
67/48

Hyderabad
97/74

Tel Aviv
70/51

Cairo
78/55
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•
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 0607 0606
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0628 0626
Sunset (Baghdad) 1815 1815
Sunset (Frankfurt) 1839 1841

Skopje
51/32•

•Stavanger
38/31

Lajes
63/55

New moon
16 Apr 05

First qtr.
25 Mar 05

Full moon
2 Apr 05

Last qtr.
8 Apr 05

H

H

L

L
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Tax Assistance 940

Internet Services 600

Auto Parts 180

Financial Services 904Transportation 944

Dental 902

Attorneys 886 Travel Agencies 1002 Long Distance
Service 660
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Dodge SRT-4 '05 Low miles
230HP 250TQ, 0 to 60 in 5.8,
Quick car call 0175-945-8920

BMW 545i '04, sports & premi-
um package, loaded, immacu-
late, 7500 miles, selling to
upgrade, $48,995 obo, 0175
523 2930

Nissan 350Z Touring 2004 (US
Model) Liquid Aluminum w/blk
leather interior Automatic Trans
(Tiptronic) Loaded with options,
only 7200 miles, always garag-
ed, $29,000 obo contact Ken at

0160-7125222

Dodge Neon'97 Expresso,
49Korig mi, new head gasket,
great shape and everything
works except transmission.
$500.00 or make me an offer

call 06383-927027

BMW 545i '04 Sports & Premi-
um Package Loaded, Immacu-
late, 7,500 miles, selling to
upgrade $48,995 OBO, call,

0175 523 2930

Mini CooperS '04, Blue and
White, Low Miles, CD Changer,
Leather, Navigation, Heater
Seats, Huge Sunroof, Must See,
$23,500 Call Amy daytime-069-
6 9 5 9 4 0 9 0 ,  e v e n i n g s

06103-202845

Dodge Neon '02 SXT, almond
pearl metallic exterior, tan interi-
or, automatic, well maintained,
winter tires on steel wheels,
summers on alloys 50k miles BB
$8,250, sell for $6,900
01759528377 or 09827927385

Computers 360

MINI COOPER, '94, blk & wht,
good condition, 1300 engine;
new tires, stereo/cd, speakers;
$3000/obo; call 340-2742-888

BMW 540i '98 4.4L V8, 310 HP,
automatic 5-speed tiptronic,
lhr,navi, tv, wagon. Recent
radiator, water pump, brakes,
exhaust/windshield. German
specs. $15,800 obo, Tom
0171-7739708 See car at Ha-
nau PX or: http://photos.yahoo.
com/tbscars

Dawoo Lanos SE 2002, 60k
km, german spec,very reliable,
great gas mileage, $6,500 OBO,
greg marston 06154-69-7861

Wanted Ford F150 XLT, Ex-cab
2002-2004, Phone 02623-3978
or email jmeurer@rz-online.de

Porsche 924 '85 Wht/blk Ger-
man spec, sun roof, 5 spd, good
condition, build for autobahn,
$1,000 obo, call 0172-6668131

Mercedes E430 '00 Avantgarde,
dark blue, fully loaded, leather,
Navi, cd/chngr, dealer maint,
$21.000 obo call 016095427347

Autos Wanted 156
Citroen Ax '96 tealgr. 5spd.
10450KM,excellent condition,
summer and winter tires $1500
c a l l : 0 6 1 3 4 - 6 4 3 9 2
mess.0170-1833322

BMW 535i '97 euro specs, exc
condition, 87k miles, silver,
automatic, ac, fully loaded, six
CD changer, sunroof, black
leather interior, snow tires incl.,
$12,500, call 0175-724-8482

(Darmstadt)

Mercedes CLK430 '02 US
Loaded leather/wood grain V8
Steptr AMG sptkit/rims 31600 mi
38,000 obo Joe 0622-1182328

Pontiac Grand Prix GTP 1999
ext black, int black and grey,
leather, automatic, cd, heads up
display, alarm, moon roof, rear
spoiler, good condition, $4,000
obo, contact: jason.penix@us.
army.mil or 0160-908-14-227 for
details and photos.

Mercedes C180 '96, 156k km,
garage kept, dealer maintained,
ac, auto, $7500. Heidelberg
area, ph: 0174 194-0692

VW Golf III VR61992 euro
specs, mp3 radio, ac, 5 spd,
new brakes, winter-summer tires
$ 3 , 5 0 0  o . b . o .  D u s t i n
0179-100-1690

BMW 530i station wagon, '93,
Met. Green, reliable car, 5-
speed, loaded, CD player, leath-
er, A/C, 2nd set of rims/tires.
Deploying - must sell! First
$2 ,500  takes  i t !  HD
06221-576761 or 0628136519

Chevy Impala SS '96 black,
garage kept, new tires, 42k
m i l e s ,  T - 8 4 ,  n e w
inspection/service, exc cond.
$12,000 obo Ken in Bonn 0228
329 2235 (work), 0228 371879

(home), kenchen@arcor.de

Pontiac Grand Am '03 4dr, red,
auto, ac, pl, airbags, cd, alarm,
22K miles, great condition,
$16,000. Call 0176-208-41293

Mercedes C180 '96, 156K KM.
Garage kept, dealer maintained,
AC, auto, $7500 Heidelberg
area, ph: 0174 194-0692

VW Golf GLS 03' US spec,
auto, 12k miles, indigo blue,
loaded, $15,900 call 0170
8176911

BMW 530i '94 Wagon, V8, GE
Specs, Dk Blue, low mil, 5 spd,
loaded, Heidelberg, $4,500 obo,
excellent condition, call
06221-337-9853.

Pontiac Vibe-Red 2004, AT,
Ac, 4dr, loaded, 16,000 miles,
Excellent condition 34 MPG,
asking $16,500 OBO Randy
375-3002 or 06359-806807after
830PM. hooteman@hotmail.
com

Mercedes 380 SEL '82 whitetan
int, euro specs, 188K good
condition and runs great. Auto,
4dr, pwr sunroof. $ 1,500 obo,
ca l l  0173-775-5155 or

0621-718-7886

Chevy Corvette 2001 ext. red,
int. blk lthr, 14,500 miles,
automatic, perfect cond. fully
loaded other then "hud" and
"select ride" $35,000 obo.
0 6 1 3 1 - 4 7 2 - 3 1 6  h m ,
0160-367-0892 cel

VW Beetle '01 Black,German
Specs, 37000 kil, automatic
transmission, air-conditioning,
power windows, power locks,
excellent condition, really fun
little car. $10,500 obo
0 6 1 2 3 - 6 0 5 8 6 3  o r

0175-501-3507

BMW 530i '04 6spd automatic,
only 2K miles, slv-blk lthr, prem
and sport pkgs, xenon, parkdist,
most options, PERFECT, $45K
Dr L, 09827 7890 or 0170 834
6780

Mercedes 250D '92 black 269k
KM dealer maint., sunroof new
head gasket great mileage very
reliable insp guaranteed 3000
euro OBO call 06221-775975

Plymouth Breeze '97 128,000.
miles. Asking $500.Needs a
new headgasket. CD Player, air
condition, and more. Good
condition. Call 061038048926.

In Frankfurt Area

Volvo V70 '04 2.5T AWD 24K
excl condition , auto/geartronic
Sports Climate Versatility Pkgs
$28,500 obo, call 09841682950

Buick Century '93, blue 4-dr
sedan, 108K mi, one owner, well
maintained, inspected. Blue
Book $2845; selling $1,400,
includes 2 extra tires, $100
supply oil filters/spark plugs.

Call 06155-831-110

Mercedes 190E '91, white,
excellent condition inside and
out $2,900 obo, call 0160
531-4565, 01708100656

BMW 530i '04 6spd, 10K miles,
grey w/blk lthr, prem/sport pkgs,
xeon, like new, Orig $47K,
asking $41K obo call
0175-523-5847 or raymond.
walker@gmail.com

Opel Vectra '96 Hatchback, 1.8
liter engine, 115k km, ac, on
board computer, original owner,
exc. cond, $4500, call
06151-916566

Volvo S60 '04 R AWD CD
Changer, Navigation, Integrated
Phone, traction Control, 300 HP,
All the Extras, $29,000 obo, Ph.

0160-531-4858

BMW Z3 '01 Drk grn conv, US
spec loaded, 5 spd, 62K miles,
excellent condition, new tires,
tune up $ 24,995 call

0170-3625494 obo

Automotive 140
Mercedes E280 Elegance '96,
German specs, Automatic, 108k
Km, dealer maintained, 13,000
Euro obo, Wiesbaden call

0611-565269

Opel Tigra '97125000 KM. great
car, dependable, fun to drive
CD/AM/FM stereo, AC, $5, 800.
firm. Please call 06371-598560

VOLVO S60 '04, 2.5T, Loaded,
Black/Light Taupe Leather, Ask-
ing $24,800, call 06221-182328
Joe

BMW 528 '99 Wagon, (euro
spec) everything pwr, heated
seats, 6 disc changer, exc.
cond, low mileage, 10,000 euro
call Mark DSN 337-5262 or

Telephone 0178-2675427

BMW Z3 '00 Conv M Sport susp
Candy Purple, fully loaded, ac,
DVD, playstation II, perm sound,

$20K obo call 0171-9506602

BMW 318 '84 runs good, decent
conditioncall for details $800

obo call 01606220617

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

Mazda 3 S '04, us specs, fully
loaded, 6k miles, red, $20,500,
0631-350-8004 or 175-795-9172

Volvo 850R '96, Graphite Grey,
240hp, exc cond, buying new
Volvo, $7500, DSN 385-2048.

Opel Corsa B '99, 2door,
atlantis blue, 5-speed, air condi-
tioning, CD P3 player 110k
km, euro spec 4200 euros OBO
call 0174/5817133 Hanau area

Audi A6 1997 german specs -
one owner - good condition
-154,000km - automatic trans-
mission - cd player - $6500 obo
call 06131-834738

BMW 525 1991 slv 180k km,
good cond, euro specs,
$3,500,call jason or kelli at
061033127521 or 01627949901

BMW 316i '92, black, pwr-wind,
pwr-locks, 5 speed, dependable,
$2,800 OBO. call 0174-6113053

Automotive 140
BMW M5 '93, great cond.,
purple w/ black leather, 3.8L,
CD,ac,pw, snow package,
300km/h top speed, original rims
w new tires, $10,000, deploying

call 0178-505-7958

Lotus Elise '00-only 17k km!
euro spec. slvr with cd, mp3,
alarm with remote pager, etc.
super fast! must sell! only $24k.
call 0170-936-4197.

BMW 523i '98 Silv/blk low mil, 5
spd euro spec, fully loaded, aval
Hanau/Wurzburg, $ 16k obo,
excl condi, call 0174-2422614

TOYOTA CAMRY ’93, US spec,
champagne color, 2.2L 4-cyl,
5-sp manual. Original owner,
exceptional condition, full maint
records, plus mounted snow
tires. Available 41⁄85, $2900.
Roger (06371)465564 Ramstein

Acura Integra Type R 2001 US
Spec. 30,900 miles. Mods: IHE.
Will include new set of rims,
tires, and lugs. For more info
call 49 069 69 97 4910. Asking
21,500.00

Antique upright piano, beautiful,
dark wood--Made by Schiller.
Sounds great--$250. Call

06224-172032

OPEL CALIBRA '91 2 doors
coupe alu wheels with all
weather tiresSports exhaust
system CD player with Amplifier
8 speakers and 2 sub-woofer
system pw, power sun roof
$2,900 please call 01728289539

BMW Cic 2003 dk bl ext, beige
int wood trim, navi, prem sound
system, bi xenon lgts, hard top
conv, lthr, chrome pkg., 18''
wheels, 16k miles, us specs,
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  o b o  j e r e l l
(39)-340-522-8502

BMW 328I '97 (M3)Conv gr/tan
lth/ wood inter, navi, cd, phone,
5spd, BMW Maint, $21k obo call
01733974895

BMW M5 '92, great cond. 180k,
340hp, 3.8L, 6 disk-changer,
ac,pl,pw,leather, nurn susp.,
270km/h top speed, prem 17"
alum rims ew tires + snow
tires/rims, $7800 pcsing
09492-907572

Jaguar XJ8 Executive '98, 116k
km V8 284hp, green out inside
beige leather, sunroof, heated
seats, pwr-window, Nokia car-
phone, car alarm, wooden steer-
ing wheel with airbag, dealer
maintained, 2 Owner, $14k obo
call 0179-7450920 after 6 pm

Antiques 050
Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Opel Astra `99 Convertible,
Red, 1,6L 22,153 km, PW, 5
spd, power ant. Dealer Main-
tained, Garage kept, German
Specs, Exc Con. $12,800.00
Call 0171-5457413

Toyota Tercel DX Sedan 2D '95,
dark green, good condition,
reliable. American specs. 150k,
4-Cyl. 1.5L engine, 5-speed
manual, front wheel drive, CD
player, $2,500 obo. New inspec-
t ion.  Cal l  Jess ica at
0172-699-0122.

INFINITI G35 Coupe '03 6SP
Pearl White/Tan Leather, im-
maculate, Garage kept, Premi-
um pkg, Aero Kit, only 6000
m i l e s ,  $ 3 2 , 0 0 0  o b o
09841-83844

BMW M3 '95 USspec, auto,
loaded, 18" ac schnitzer rims,
slv on blk w/wood, 300 HP,
superior cond, service rec.,
many extras, must see, 116 k mi
$ 1 4 , 9 9 9 .  c a l l  j o h n
0 1 6 0 - 9 1 8 0 4 1 5 6  o r
06145-549080

BMW 325xi-T '03 AWD
Triptronic-Trans, Jet Black Sport
Wagon, 12K, Tan Leatherette,
Wood Trim, CD, Alloys, Descent
Stability Control, Moon Roof,
U.S Specs, Factory Warranty,
Great Cond, Non-smoker.
$25,500.  06371-491830.

tainotex@yahoo.com

Suzuki JS '99 2.0 S-TOP (2WD)
5 - S P , A C , C D , P W , P D , A W
(63,000 MILES) 4,800 OBO, call
0621-7245300 or 06217246060

BMW 735 iL Sedan 4D '97,
aspen silver, excel. cond. germ.
specs. 150k km, fully loaded,
double spoke 5 star alloys +
winter wheels, TV, Nav, power
everything, heated seats, ASC,
PDC, sun roof, 6-disc CD,
12"Bass-tube. 15k-euro obo.
Ava i l .  i n  Ap r i l .  Ca l l
0 1 7 2 - 6 9 9 - 0 1 2 2  o r
01736953049.

Opel Astra '02 Station Wagon,
2.0TDI, 137,000km, CD, AC

limate control, Remote Central
Locking System, Power Win-
dows, Integrated Front and Rear
Fog Lights, Full-Size Spare,
Garage Maintained, Winter
Tires, $9,500 obo, 06206-12815

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

www.militaryusedcars.com
FOR ALL YOUR NEW AND

USED CAR NEEDS
OR CALL 0171-7869250

Honda Odyssey EX-L '03,
Gold/Tan Leather, excellent
condition, Loaded, DVD Rear
Entertainment System, $21,000
obo 09841-83844

SEAT Marbella '80, white, great
2nd car, 4 extra tires, 380 euro,
fisrt aid kit and triangle, Al/Elisa
09325-980223

BMW M3 '04 Coupe - US specs,
8500 miles. Premium package,
carbon black, nav, immaculate.
PCSing – this car belongs on
the autobahn. Live the dream for
$ 47,500. (49) 0175 198 3076

BMW 325ix 1989 4wd, 4dr, new
battery, well maintained, runs
great, AMM cassette, sunroof,
guarenteed to pass inspection,
euro specs, $1,000.00 OBO
Must sell. Call Amy at
01758283084

Opel Astra '01 Convertible,
mirage/silver, 1.6L, 56K km, 5
spd, 100 hp, cd/changer, leath-
er, euro 13,900 or $ 19,000, call

Tel. 0179-5964449

Saturn SL '02 4dr. blue low
miles new stereo system de-
tachable face plate, box speak-

ers, $ 10K call 0611-9277699

BMW 850 CI ' 93, US spec, V12
blk/gr lth, CD, phone,18" rim,
hamann tunning BMW Maint.
$25k obo, call 01733974895

BMW 525i, ‘91. Very clean.
White ext, Blue int. Excellent
mechanical cond. 170k kms.
New clutch, battery. 5-speed.
AM/FM/CD/MP3. Sunroof.
$4300. DSN 484-7476 / 01609
232 4971.

Honda Civic EX '02 Sedan 5
spd, US specs, good condition,
power windows/moonroof, CD
player, 43,000 mi., $ 10500 obo
Call  0160-92820682 or
0160-6810925, Wuerzburg

Rover 600 '99, Euro spec,
silver, 77K Km, leather, int., 5
spd, $7300 obo, cal l
0160-5516787

BMW 325i 2002, us specs! ex
cond, garage kept, sports, pre-
mium package, orient blue, no
dings or scratches! must see!
$23,000 obo kitzingen area. call
rob 01756-490-729 anytime

Sony XPLOD car stereo, 50W x
4 w/ mounting hardware remote
Pioneer 760W amp.Magnat
500W 12" subwoofer& appro
12ft. of monster cable. $300 obo
for all or will sell sep. Panasonic
DVD player, $100 obo for pic
email grh72@hotmail.com or
call 09404-640974 before 8pm

Austin Mini 1989 Dk green
w/white roof, new exhaust sys-
tem & catalytic converter.
$ 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  F i r m .
0931-7052956/0160-1706200

Opel Astra '01 1.8, 5spd.,
80,000km, CD Changer, Electric
Sunroof, AC, Remote Central
Locking System, Power Win-
dows, Integrated Front and Rear
Fog Lights, Full-Size Spare,
Garage Maintained, Winter
Tires, $9,500obo, 06206-12815

Golf III VR6 '95 Storm/gray,UK
spec, blk interior, 16inch new
alu 205/45, excll cond, sport
exhst, fully loaded, pw sun-roof,
lowered susp, prem sound,
$4,300 obo, call 01731073097

Automotive 140

BMW 735iL 1998 8cyl 235ps,
118000km servotronic, cosmo-
black-met, 18'' alu parallel-
s p o k e  r i m s ,
C D , A C , A B S , E P S , A B S ,
EDC,ESP,PDC, multifunction
steering wheel, wood trim, ve-
lour, warranty May 2005.
$15000.00. 20K value. Mike
D o b l e r ,  0 9 4 7 2 - 8 3 - 2 8 5 5
/466-2855.

BMW 325i '04, U.S. specs, 5
speed manual, premium pack-
age, alloy wheels, AC, cruise
control, 7700 miles, Blue book
$29,995, asking $27,800,

+32(0)65822032

Opel Ascona1988 500.00 guar-
anteed to pass inspection. must
see to appreciate. Call
0160-9650-8993

PT Cruiser '04 GT 2.4L Eng.
High Output Turbo, Automatic,
Power everything, Cruise, A/C,
Black Leather Int., Heated
Seats, Keyless Entry, Moon
Roof, Red, 12,000 mi., (still
under warranty), like new
$18,500. 06181-569425

AUDI TT ROADSTER '01, 120K
k m s ,  1 . 8 L  T ,  5 s p .
AM/FM/CD/AUX, Euro Specs,
Metallic Green w/Green Leather
Int., Sum/Wntr Tires and Rims,
heat seats, L/L Dealr maint,
asking $15,000, 09662-422930

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.StopGoShop.com

BMW 735i '89 200k kilometers,
auto., european specifications &
fully loaded. $2,700 call
06198-1821

Toyota Camry LE 2003 US
Spec, Green, Regs 05-06, new
ALL SEASON tires, over 24K
mil, good condition, $14,700
obo. Pam 475-8735, night
09645-601-433. Grafenwoehr.

BMW 325i '03 Auto Trans,
Oriental Blue Sedan, 20K, Tan
Leather, Xenon, U.S Specs,
Garage-kept, Non-smoker.
$27,900. 06371-47-3024. tony.
dague@hotmail.com

Nissan Terrano '90 2.7 turbo
diesel JAP spec, 96k mi w 4x4 A
lots of new parts $3,200 located
in K'TOWN call day or night

01602905596

P.T Cruiser '03 Limited edition,
23k miles, gold, with alarm,
remote start and window auto-
mation, tinted windows and
factory chrome rims $ 15,000
obo Pcsing must sell U.S specs
call 0160-91457877

Ford Taurus '98 bllack with
grey Int. low miles, good condi-
t ion $6,000 obo ca l l
09802-957-419 for info.

Audi A8 4.2L '01, German
Spec, Blk w rey Leather, Dealer
Maintained, CD Changer, FAX,
DVD, Navigat ion, Must
See,$26,000 obo, Call Amy
daytime-069-69594090, eve-

nings 06103-202845

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Ford Taurus '98 Black with
Grey Int. Low Miles, Good
Condition $6,000 obo call

09802-957-419 for info

BMW 735i 2000 euro specs,
BLK, Navigation-TV, leather,
auto trans, auxiliary heater with
remote, all services, excellent
condition, all available options
except sunroof & CD Player.
166,674 kms $19,000 call
0160-90813867/DSN 430-8355
Sidney (STUTTGART)

BMW 325Ci '02, red, tan
leatherette interior, 33K miles,
premium/sport pkg, harmon kar-
den sound, xenon lights, 5-spd,
pristine condition, fast/fuel effi-
cient. $21,500. please call Matt
at 07032-913526 or 430-7637.

Nissan Maxima '02 SE, Silver,
26,400 miles, excellent condi-
tion, brand new Z rated tires,
tinted windows, xenon light, 6
speed manual, 3.5L V6 255HP,
Baumholder area, $17,500

06783 185228

Announcements 040

P.T Cruiser '03 black,Limited
Edition, loaded and in mint
condition with sunroof, 6 CD
Changer, climate control, many
extras, at low blue book, 29,000
miles, $13,500 call Tel.

01747795809.

AUDI A4 '95. Stuttgart.FWD,
Only 96k km, 5 spd, German
specs/1.8T, forest green, auto
sun roof, internal ski bag, drop
down back seats, new tire-
s/brakes. Great condition. Ask-
i n g  $ 6 0 0 0 .  e m a i l
wellerm76@yahoo.com

Ford Galaxy Van '99, (Euro
Spec) Seats 7, Low Mileage,
P3/CD player, 5 speed Trans.
9,999 Euro Call Mark 337-5262
or 01782675427

BMW 730i '92 gray. Automatic,
A/C, pwr windows & sunroof,
heated seats. 180K Km. Thule
4-place bike rack. $4000 obo.

call 0711-553-2067

www.adopt-abroad.com US
lic. adoption & homestudy agen-
cy (49) 030 827 01622

BMW, 318 Wagon, 99, Blk, 5
spd, AC, Sun Roof, Luggage
Net, 150,000 KM. Non Smoker.
Good condition. $11,000 Call
Albert 01776004042.

Nissan, Altima 2.5S, '02,
31.5Mi, white, auto, orig. owner,
sunroof, cdplayer, fact warranty.
$13,500obo, call: 01759531197,
Wiesbaden area

BMW 318 '89 White, 4-Door,
5-speed, sunroof, central door
locks, CD stereo. Insp. Guaran-
teed !! $1,500 obo call Matt

01702176774

Nissan 350Z '03 Silver/Blk int.,
6 spd., eng mods 300 HP, 10"
sub, 18" Einkis on + 4 add.
stock rimstires incl., tinted win-
dows, $ 23K call 0984 168 2819

Ford Escort Cabrio yellow EU
spec w rims new tires, exhaust
& ragtop 88k mi just passed
inspection must see & drive!
4900$ located in K'TOWN call

day night 01602905596

Porsche 996' 01Turbo, 46K mil,
outstanding condition, auto
xmsn, U.S. specs, white with
metropol blue interior, cd, dsp
sound, carbon package, remain-
ing factory full warranty, naviga-
tion system. call after 7pm at
07031-419915, or e-mail at

jbusbin@hotmail.com

BMW 645Ci '05. coupe, US
spec. 6 spd, V8 325hp, blk/red,
leather, premium sport pkg,
navigation, suinroof, xeon, 6cd
phone, 4000mi, 19" rims
$64,500 call 0179-6897649

Audi A4 '03 US Spec - 20K
Miles - Tiptronic - Silver/Black,
Leather -Sport Package - 17"
Alloy Wheels - Snow tiresheels -
Audi NAV +System - 6 CD
Changer - Winter mats New
Condition - $24Kobo 09492
907484

a childless married couple in our
30's seek to adopt. let's help
each other. please contact jim &
karin at hopefulparentshotmail.
com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
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For sale: 6 Bob Timberlake
wood Windsor chairs, two with
arms. 450 euro. Cal l
06224-147720, Heidelberg

Boxer & Rotweiler puppies,
pure-bred, 400 euro we deliver
0 0 4 8 - 6 9 4 2 6 5 2 3 4  o r
base13@wp.pl

VW Touareg, 2004, V-8, Blue,
19,900 miles, factory 19"
wheels, leather, perfect condi-
tion, must sell, save $6,000 at
only $36,995. 0162-296-0240

Near Darmstadt good location,
nice 3 bed-room apt for single or
couple for rent euro 890.- + 150
util+ sec Deposit call

0173-6720181

Kawasaki Vulcan '00 Classic
800. Low Mileage. Black and
Silver, Windshield, Highway
Lights, Highway Boards, Sad-
dlebags, Drag Pipes, Passenger
Backrest, original Stock Exhaust
Pipes. 01602-393-436 or

09182-939-462 after 6 PM

Toyota RAV4 '02, US Spec Dk
Grn, 4dr, auto all, cd/cass, 50K,
excellent Cond. $15,995 obo

call 06329989927

Elegant Broyhill sofa, excellent
cond., Ivory, brocade, perfect for
sittiing room. $450 obo

0632-9989927

Apartment Unfurn 856
Ibanez RG Series electric guitar
with case. White basswood
body, bound rosewood finger-
board with sharktooth inlays.
PSND1(H), PSND2 (Mid)
PSND2 (Bridge) pickups. Out-
standing playing and sounding
guitar Excellent condition.
$400.00 Call 0175-596-7233

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Kawasaki ER500 2002 , euro
specs, 3200 km, lowered seat,
heated grips, crash bars. $ 4k
o.b.o. Dustin 0179-1001690

Musical Instruments740
Property Investors looking for
property in the USA! Fax (49)
6135-932136, EPDc_GERM
@t-online.de, call 0171-5109237

Range Rover 4x4 1988 4dr.
with kenwood cd player, good
running cond, just passed in-
spection 3,000 obo please call
0175-2169-4840

8 month/black male kitten for
$40, up to date on shots and is
fixed. please call Tamie at

01604397592

You do not know Paul Zane
Pilzer? OK, only People wanting
to make Money should know
him. Author of some World
famous books on Economic
growth, Mr. Pilzer predicts that
the Wellness Industry, a market
with enormous possibilities, will
experience a growth rate of over
1 TRILLON USD over the next
decade. We will be there making
Money! What will you be doing?
Get on the Film, then make the
R i g h t  d e c i s i o n .

www.2in7days.com/189757

Nissan Xterra '00 SE US Spec,
V6, 4X4, Auto. $15,000. Call

0160-95444271

military uniforms, new pt-(sr),
new bdus-(sr), dress blues-38r,
dress greens-38r; best offer.
06301-7181-98, 484-7852

Hyosung '04 125cc Street legal
and great for dirt and trails. 70
MPH. Less than $1,000 miles on
it, almost brand new. 0931 66
053 66 after 1900 hrs. Price is

$2,000 not negotiable

Looking for a free standing
house near Benjamin Franklin in
Mannheim to rent around Au-
gust 1st. No kids or pets! Call:

0160-597-5286

7 Month Old Full breed Maltese
Shitzu (Female) with medical
records and shots. $250 call

Jessie 09641924958

Business
Opportunities 262

Bunk Bed w/ dresser. Wooden
with black iron rods. $150 /
Green two piece sectional sofa
with pull-out bed. The end seat
is a recliner. $500 obo. Large
Sauder entertainment center
$175 obo. (For both $600) / BR
suit. Queen size head and foot
board, dresser w/ mirror, chester
drawers / and side table. Solid
oak. $750 Call Jessie @
09641924958

Military Items 720

RESUMES-CAREER
COACHING, Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

4 Month old Westhighland Terri-
or for 150 Euros. Shots are up
to date. To a good home. Call
0160-6262685 or 0160-6646714

Nissan Xterra '00 Dark blue.
Automatic, power windows,
doors, AC, CD. New tires.
102,000 miles. Two 12-inch
subwoofers and amp. $7500
OBO. 06561604560 or

016094845271

Honda Goldwing '01 1200
Miles color: Black AM/FM 4
speaker 6 Disc CD Player
Oklahoma windscreen Rear
spoiler with brake light Highway
pegs Fog Lights 12vdc outlet

call 01625-634524

Looking for house cleaning
position, can work at earliest
convience. References availa-
ble. Call 0951-299356

Double house - 160 qm. Ga-
rage, 3 bedrooms, large living
/dining area, built-in kitchen, 2
baths, lots of storage, private
back yard. 15 min from wiesba-
den airfield. Asking 380,000
euros. call 06198-1821

Resume Service 928
Beautiful Italian kitchen,
German/Miele appliances top
condition 3y used for 4000Ä
new price was 10.000Ä. Wies-
baden area +49 171 5318658

lars@tvreports.tv

HD Sportster '01, 883 Custom,
many extras, barely ridden 1800
miles, excellent condition, sacri-
f ice 5,500 USD OBO
0160-572-2925

Various UMUC Textbooks in-
cluding Biology, Psychology,
Libs, Sociology, and many
more. All great condition and
priced cheaper than if you buy
at the Univ. Call: before 1600
DSN: 384-6962 After 1600-CIV:
0621-736-1759

Land Rover Discovery SE 97 ,
loaded, slv, dual sunroof, full
time awd, superb cond, auto,
$8,200. call: 08821-949-100
(Garmisch).

Jobs Wanted 640
Darmstadt 4 bedr. app. with
balcony, avail. for rent in May or
June 1. Kitchen, garden, 1100
eur w/utilities call 06257-939868

Are you PCSing in Darmstadt,
Heidelberg or Wiesbaden? Let
me do the painting for you Mr. B

06257-939868

Antique Oak Drop Leaf Table
w/4 antique oak chairs. Excel-
lent condition. $500 or best
offer. Tel: 06198-1821

3 year old, pure black Labrador,
house trained, knows voice and
hand commands. Active, loving,
& great with children. Has
electronic identification, papers,
& Immunization records. 200
Euro/$270 06371946711 or

01753358784

Book Stores 250
HD '97 883 Hugger, Custom
flame paint, lots of custom parts,
3000 miles $7500 obo call

0630-7401655

Man ring. White gold w/ small
diamonds. $100.00 Call Jessie
@ 09641924958

Apartments and Homes for rent
in the Wiesbaden area please

call Tel. 06122-507943

Painting/Renovation920

Land Rover '00 Discovery
Series II, dk. Grn/tan leather,
FULLY LOADED, tow package,
grill guard, running boards,
6disk CD, Harmon Kardon
sound, rare Safari rack, 68K mil

$17K obo . 0160-252-9983

Antique Oak Drop Leaf table w 4
antique oak chairs. excellent
condition. $500 obo. Tel:
06198-1821

Jewelry 610
two 16in kid's bikes good
condition. $20 ea. please call
0 7 1 5 - 7 5 3 - 2 2 8 3  o r
0176-2361-0273

Guitar lessons for budding rock
star in the Wuerzburg area. Call
0170-2422882.

2Yr old male pure bred Golden
Retrieve with papers. House
trained, very friendly, is good
with other dogs. Comes with
l a r g e  k e n n e l .  $ 2 0 0 .
09644-918831 after six or
01758156542 anytime

Furniture 510
sky satalite decoder with dish.
$500.00

JEEP WANTED !! JEEP CHER-
OKEE 2.5L GREEN, TDi Prefer-
red, Good Order, Wanted, Cash
Waiting, Genuine ID Holders

only. Tel: 06202 857 909

HD '04 Fat Boy (FLSTFI), 4100
Mi. Two Tone Sierra Red -
Brilliant Silver, Chrome Head-
light Nacelle, Chrome Fog
Lamps, Chrome Luggage Rack,
HD Sissy Bar, FB Tool Bag,
Factory Alarm, Stealth Grips.
21,495 obo. Call: (0173)
617-7691 or (030) 88676989.

Air Force family traveling to
Europe, Italy, Germany or other
15 Jun-12 Aug. Interested in
renting a house or room for 6-8
weeks two adults two kids ages
9, 14 access to public trans is a
plus emsenviro@yahoo.com

Bicycles 220 Music Lessons 918

Real Estate 850
2 yr. old lemon beagle for sale.
$500 with extras. house trained
and good with kids. please call
0 6 1 5 1 - 1 5 2 - 4 4 6 6  o r
0173-173-5402 ask for Miranda

K e n w o o d  S p e a k e r s
4way,7Speaker System 400
Wts. $200.00 Pioneer 25 Disc
CD Player $75.00 Call-06151-
339655

Wanted and good running PC
that does NOT have XP soft-
ware will concider trading for
older PC and getting rid of my
new pc with xp software ph

0611-9277699

GSX-1300 SUZUKI '01 HAYA-
BUSA MINT CONDITION 2,200
MILES SERIOUS INQUIRIES
$8,000 obo ONLY CALL ANY-
T I M E  B E F O R E  1 0 P M

0171-9235045

Step 2 Dream Castle toddler
bed with new matress- like new
$125; Jeep liberty three wheeled
stroller $75; Free twin ikea
wooden bed. Please call
06221-4339208

Yorkshire Terrier puppies, all
dewormed with shots and vet
check! call 0177-7107800

Jeep Grand Cherokee '99
Laredo. power everything, tinted
windows, ac, cruise control, CD
player, factory alarm, anti lock
breaks, apx 79,000 miles, great
condition $13,000. Bamberg
Monica/Craig 0951-209-4106 or

0175-514-9142

Pets 820

Suzuki 650 2002 savage motor-
cycle, accessories included
$3000.00 obo call: 0151 1424
9894

NEC Superscript 660 Laser
Printer 600x600 dot per inch
black and white laser printer.
Low cost printing compared to
ink jet printers. $30 Rob DSN
484-7225, COM 06301-795-401

Baby Items 200
Wanted: Mixed breed dog for
loving home, puppy preferred.
C o n t a c t  S h a u n a  T e l .

0641-494-1280

tv 32inch jvc, ntsc, 110v, bought
jan 2003. new condition. -13in tv
vcr combo ntsc, 110v, $40. two
large capacity power transform-
ers, 1600w and 3000w. $50 and
$75 respectively, please call
0 7 1 5 - 7 5 3 - 2 2 8 3  o r
0176-2361-0273

Ducati 916 '98 8K km, immacu-
late. Lots of carbon fiber, EPA
certified. $8500 or best offer call

06221-7366755

Jeep Grand Cherokee LTD
2001, 36k mi, 4wd v8 4.7l, blk,
leather, heated seats, prem.
sound, 10cd, sunroof, more.
insp  oc t .  $20k  f i rm .
0175-827-8099. pics- brian.
mcdowell@us.army.mil

IDSN Modem build by AGFEO
for sale. $100.00 call Matt

01702176774

Single Mom, attractive 33 years
old, independent & working
Mom, would like to meet a nice
single, professional, working,
and attractive man 27-36 years
old with picture please email me

at snglmom@hotmail.com

tires, set of four fulda 205-55-15
all season, comes with 4 lug
rims that fit nissan-honda im-
ports $150.00, 0172-778-7779

computer with extra monitor;
color printer $300, stationary
bicycle-$100, stereo-$50, debor-
ah 0160-918-71799

Toyota Tacoma 4x4 2005
d-cab all opt 26,000 obo
017-0367-1684 or 466-2242

Wanted- male Persian cat ap-
prox. 8-12 months old to loving
home with small child. Live in
Hanau. Call 06181-906-4164 or
e-mail at jacky.madewell@us.
army.mil

BUELL THUNDERBOLT 'S3' 97
us spec, h-d 1200 cc v-twin,
black, low miles, never down,
new parts - extras $3,400
i d c 4 m h c m s n . c o m  ( 3 9 )
0771-639-061

I am a 39 year old Female from
Bamberg seeking for Friendship
with Christian male. Please call
0172-8753279

HP CD-R/RW Burner External
PCMCIA for use with laptops
comes with CD burning soft-
ware. $40 Rob DSN 484-7225,
COM 06301-795-401

Auto Parts 180
Home Electronics 570

Wanted: female kitten; prefera-
bly less than 6 mths old. Will
pay, please call 06221-4339208

Ford Explorer Sport Trac '04,
black, automatic,23.000 miles,
extra winter tires. $20.000 obo.
call barbara 0176-2011-7456

BMW R1200C ’03 Cruiser, US
specs, 1100 mi. $10k OBO.
Near Vilseck, call Chris @

0172-617-5643

Toy size ShihTzu/Poodle pup-
pies. Please call & leave a
message at: 0611-8138592

House Plants for Sale: 3 Ficus
Benjamini Trees with large clay
pots $75 ea. Call Albert
01776004042

Hi I'm a middle age woman, I
like to meet a nice Man 40-50
years old, I am single you be too
if you are interested in starting a
friendship please email me at

darma@t-online.de

Credit Counselling
Service 900

HP 7845, Intel III, 128 MB, 40.0,
CD Rom, CD-RW Computer:
Dell, Optiplex 128 MB 40.0, CD
Rom, CD-RW Monitor: HP
MX70 15"Monitor: Dell 2370 15"
Both for $400.00; 06301718198,

DSN 484-7852

Aprilia SL1000 '02 Falco Rotax
V-twin 998cc engine 4800 miles
Immaculate condition $7000 Lo-
cated in Rota, Spain Shane
(34)956-87-4434

Dodge Durango '00, blue, 2WD
V8 SLT, auto o/d trans, 80K, tan
leather, loaded, class IV hitch,
strong, reliable, winterproof
truck, VG cond. $10,800 obo.
Rob/Rebecca - 0711-120-7900
or r.bracknell@gte.net Stuttgart
(Patch/Panzer)

wanted a little pet dog for not
much money, does not need to
be pure bred, beagle mix
cocker, or corgi ETC... that type
call 927-7699 live in weisbaden

Person to Person 800

Free standing Houses for rent
between Ktown, Darmstadt,
Mannheim, Wiesbaden, no fee.
call Dagmar 0175-8553838

Motorcycles 164
german wardrobe - light wood,
w-mirrors, 2m 70, $600 obo.
night stands, dresser, armoire,
l ight wood, $250 cal l
06205-202-980

Chevy Tracker '01 45K miles
color Blue Excellent Condition,
runs great, Soft top, Air
Cond.,CD, 1,5 year insp. $6.000
obo call Dave 01511-2138976

2001 Dupplex for Sale, 4 bed
3.5 bath, heat-flr,garden , many
xtras, euro 415,000 obo, call
(06134) 291-838 Mainz Kastel

Pekingese 18 months, very
lovely, like kids and other
animals, for sale, please call
after 3 p.m. 01627-110880 it's a

nice Dog with papers.

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 00
4WD 6cyl.4.0 exc.condition, new
tires $12,930 (obo), call
0179-8862017 or email for pic-
tures to: tinythomas_4@hotmail.
com

Small fridge $100, transformers
$30 & up, air conditioner $250,
fan $20, crockpot $20,
blender/food processor $15,
teak sleigh bed $750, infant car
seat $15 pristine condition best
offer accepted 06202-6070942

2 beautiful brand new hand
woven wool rugs from tunisia.
90,000 knots per sq meter.
400.00e per rug or 700.00e for
both. call 06307-401-208 or
01799-199-427

House Unfurnished 878

Lost male cat hainerberg area, 2
years old. Black and gray
striped with brown belly. Any
information please call 0611-565
9872 Wiesbaden area

Chevy S10 Blazer LS 4.3L
Vortec V6 4X4 31" BF Goodrich
"Baja Champ" tires, custom grill,
power windows, doors and
seats. 81,600 miles, $9500
contact Nat Waggoner@
0174-519-1594 or email natha-
niel.j.waggoner@us.army.mil

Dream Italian Vacation house .
Win rate 550 E, summer 850 E,
pool/tennis. mark_rendina@ya-
hoo for photo (49)162-746- 9191

Dell Laptop Inspiron 1150,
2.6Ghz, 256MB RAM, 40GB
HD, 2 yr warranty thru DEC
2006, $700.00 Contact Ray

0176 22 333 080

JEEP Cherokee '93, Jamboree,
2.5l, 4wd, taupe met, needs new
engine and minor repairs, great
find for hobby mechanic, body,
int and tires in good shape.
$500 firm. WI area, ID card
holder only, call Kevin
0172-6747011.

Chevy Trailblazer '04 LS 4 X 4
drk\Red metallic, Excellent Con-
dition, many extras, low miles,
01605145659

Washer and dryer, 220 volt, like
new, used privately in post
housing , only 1 year old.
washer $300.00, dryer $250.00,
together $500.00, paid 800
e u r o s .  C a l l  A m y  a t
01758283084

Looking for a kitten, prefferably
short hair, for not much money.
(0611-705-360-7824) cel l
0160-254-1823 wiesbaden

Lots of great items for sale
pcs'ing soon: dsl/isdn box
$70.00,compaq presario laptop
$750.00 w/ case, sony receiver
$150.00, yamahaspeakers
$200.00, ant. Furniture german
bedroom suite $650.00 if inter-

ested call 06181-6752174

House Furnished 876

tires 215-60-15 for sale set of 4
all-season radial used for 1 year
mounted on oem nissan rims
$50.00, 0172-778-7779

Four Wheel Drives 162 Household Items 560
Labrador puppies (yellow-
&Black) w/paper, shot and mi-
crochip call for photo. Euro 450
call 01603-493324

512mb RAM from my Sony Vaio
If you have 512mb now upgrade
your Sony to 1GB total RAM!
$40. Rob DSN 484-7225, COM
06301-795-401

Chevy Trail Blazer 2004 north
face edition. 6k miles, fully
loaded, champagne silver-ext,
beige int, italian and us title, us
specs. $30,000 obo jerell
(39)-340-522-8502

The Original CJ 7 Jeep '83, soft
& hard top/doors, needs little
work, asking $3500 phone:
Ralph 06224 77282

German Scooter 50km spd $650
big House Speakers x 4 all
$500. male mountain bike (2000
Euro value) $850.00, Female
bike $100.00 obo Call Casey

0174-1991047

tires 15in used , set of 4 from
dodge neon, $30. please call
0 7 1 5 - 7 5 3 - 2 2 8 3  o r
0176-2361-0273

Computers 360
WANTED - to buy wooden
bunkbed for preferrably around
$150.00 US dollars call

0611-705-9277699

Labrador/Golden Triever with
shots and delivery 500 euros
0048-889-805847 or pup-
pies@wp.pl

set of 17inch srt-4 rims, 5x100
bolt, $500obo, 0175-907-6742.

Interested in buying Hummel
figurines in original boxes.

please call 06223-862871

Plymouth FuryIII '65 Converti-
ble, Poly 318 V-8, AT, PS,
Manual Brakes, Needs Re-
stored, Extra Parts $3500 call

06371-16704

.BMW X5 3.0i 2004 white, sand
leather, U.S. specs, auto trans,
dual climate, sensing wipers, all
power, 6-CD changer, moon-
roof, rubber mats, liner, auto
mirror, wood trim, 11,000 miles,
$37,500 OBO. 07031-763-147.

Need 1995 Isuzu, Rodeo parts -
any info appreciated! help!!!
0162-163-0365

Collectibles 350
OPEL GT '71 "Mini Corvette",
1.9L engine, 4 speed transmis-
sion, bright yellow, restored,

$8,500 call, 06181-569425

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
your international church family
in the greater Frankfurt area.
S u n d a y s :  W o r s h i p
1 1 0 0 ( S e p t - M a y ) ;
1000(Jun-Aug); Sunday School,
Adult Bible Class, Youth
C h o i r / Y o u t h  F o r u m
0930;Nursery care available.
Nibelungenallee 54,Fkt. Rev.
S a m u e l  J .
Wolff;Ph.069-956-31066; Go to:
www.trinity- lutheran.de for more
info, directions,parking, etc

Horse for Sale- Sorrel Warm-
blood Gelding, 5 yr old, 15.2hh,
2 months Professional Western
Reining Training. Could also go
english/jumping. A steal at
$3500 OBO. Intermediate rider

call 0641-494-11530

sauder set. dresser with mirror,
one drawer chest, 2 night
stands. $200, antique german
table set for 6 persons (4 sets),
lrg living room carpet white-grey
co lo r  $30 .  obo .  ca l l
0 7 1 5 - 7 5 3 - 2 2 8 3  o r
0176-2361-0273

BMW X3 '04 US Specs, 6 speed
manual, factory warranty,
21,000 miles, $28,500 please
call 09826-659575 (leave msg)

German bedrm set w/ mat $650,
metal loft beds kids w/ mat
$100, king sz mat $300, motot
scooter sit down(blk) $100, patio
bar table $80, kids pool table 6
in 1 $25, free standing punching
bag $75, pots and pans set new
$20, tv stand $10, glass cabinet
$60, isdn modem w/ splitter
cords $70, call 06181-6752174
in hanau area

Wedding Gown, 2005 Fashion,
Ivory, Simply Elegant, off-the-
shoulder, chapel length train,
s i z e  2 0 ,  $ 9 5 0  o b o .
06329989927

Mini Cooper 1980 and 1989 Mini
Cooper with extra performance
built motor, dual carburetors and
more. Paperwork for shipping
available. Wish to sell at a loss

$3,500. 0160 365 2867

NISSAN 300ZX '95 2+2, T-Top
Loaded, Bose 3-CD in dash AMM
stereo,One owner, like new,
66,500 miles, garaged $13,500
call 0160-939-68362 or DSN

371-3364

Sport Utility Vehicle 172
Good home looking for a baby
kitten under 2 years old. Any
breed. Heidelberg area. Please
call 06221-737-9181 or email
babydoll_shaybaby@hotmail.
com

Heirloom quality, solid oak,
roll-top computer desk, 64" X
65". Matching cane back chair
included. Many unique features,
signed by the craftsman.

$1,250. Call 0160-2954653

Clothing 320Classic Autos 160
moving sale. all items must go.
cream leather living room suite,
brass bed (head-footboard),
bassette dresser (solid wood)
and much, much more...call
0160-9650-8993

Michelin Energy MXV4 Plus
tires, 2055⁄85HR-16, set of 4.
Brand new, never used. Original
Equipment on 3 Series BMW.
$122 each retail, asking $375
for the set of 4. 09720-951748

furniture-for sale-oak wardrobes
for sale-new-$275-3 ft wide x2 ft
deep x 6 ft high-phone-0173-
654-0275

Yamaha DT400 '76 dirt bike.
German specs, street legal,
inspec no problem, runs great.
Old timer 2stroke, street and dirt
t i r e s .  1 0 k  m i l e s .
bugn73@t-online.de Dustin

0179-1001690 $1k o.b.o

Wanted - van 7 passenger for
2000.00 us dollars or less. PH
0611-9277699.

Live in Nanny wanted for
5-year-old child, English speak-
ing, exp. preferred, call
0173-7044421 or 0611-4200406

GOLDEN RETRIEVER - West
highland terriers- Mini York-
shire terriers - and Rough-
haired Dachsund puppies with
papers/shots/dewormed and
chipped - for sale. Call
06029-996120

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Wiesbaden

Lorelei Ring 23. Bible Study
- 10:00 A.M., Worship -
11:00 A.M. For info contact:
Bill Weger - 06105-277514
J a m e s  W a l k e r  -
06122-588628 Uli Mueller -
06128-741124 Klaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Hot tub - portable, 220v,
convertible, $1200; four antique
record players $400-1000; elec-
tric wheelchair - 25 miles before
recharge, goes up and down
curbs & steps, $3000; antique
c h a i r s  $ 3 5 - 1 0 0 ;  C a l l
06337-2165

V e n t u r e  L S  ' 9 8
pw,pm,cd,am/fm, new tires dlr
maint $5,300obo day or night
any time call 0972-6907046

leave msg if not home

4 Continental ContriWinterCon-
tact 195/65/R15 tires on Audi

rims, $500, 06383-57-9831

for sale, massive, solid oak,
roll-top computer desk with
matching chair, many unique
features, singed by the crafts-
man. $1,300. 06221-7512993

Suzuki Bandit S 600, US Spec
Only 2K mi, Black w/Chrome,
Garage Kept, Professionally
Maintained! Like New! With 2
Helmets, Available after March
20 th ,  CALL  ANYT IME

0171-943-6431

Giant Schnauzer puppies Salt-
&Pepper, wormed, with shots&-
papers, also pure ShiTzu, Pug,
French Bull Dog pups, wormed
& shots call 0175-6435474

www.pupplanet.com

Wanted- Responsible and ma-
ture babysitter for well behaved
7 year old child in Baumholder.
Mostly weekends. Earn up to
$7.00 per hr with proof of ACS
or Red Cross certification. Call
06783-1892155, 6-9 PM.

Fans ,220 volt, $10.00 each,
lamp $5.00, fish tank, $30.00, 2
window unit air conditioners,120
volt, $100.00 ea, Call Amy at
01758283084

FOR SALE red metal bunkbed
twin on top, and full on bottom
$100.00 red twin bed $50.00 call
0611-705-9277699 weisbaden

Hainerberg housing

SUZUKI Bandit 600 '96, US
Spec 17k mi, many new parts,
new tires, red, dynojet kit, $3000
obo. Call 0176-29738644.

Church of Christ
Very convenient to Wiesbaden,

Mainz, and Rhein Main Area
Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship: 11:00 AM Wed: Bible
Study 7:00 PM 0673-2937458

and 0162-8603016
Visit our Web Site @
www.mainz-coc.org

Child Care Wanted 300
Nissan Quest '99 fully
loaded,leaher seats, pw, pl,
moon roof, dvd player, new
brakes,tires just passed inspe,
63K miles runs great, good
family van seats 7,very well
maintained for $11,000.00

06181-6752174

235/45YR17XL Pirelli Tires
(4ea) Pirelli ultra high perform-
ance extra load tires in new
condition (under 70 miles) $80
each (were $200 each). Rob
D S N  4 8 4 - 7 2 2 5 ,  C O M
06301-795-401

Free to VERY good home
blk/white Chihuahua, approx.
15lbs, male Housebroken, won-
derful with children, but needs a
lot of attention. Please call Beth

at 0621-718-7478

Looking for used crwiser style
mc. german specs, 3-6 years
old, max 25.000 miles. call Bob
DSN 351-4559 ev

Need dependable childcare?
Live-out nanny accepts kids of
all ages. Kitzingen Area, please

call Heidi 01608042445

1996 Neon automatic transmis-
sion $350, also available misc
body parts (doors, fenders, etc).

call 0160 365 2867

For Sale: Queen Waterbed, with
4 underneath storage drawers
and mirrored head piece, dark
finish $250 OBO. Owner can
help move w/ own pickup if in
H e i d e l b e r g  a r e a .
0160-9752-5129

Nissan Quest '01 mini van -
fully loaded including rear enter-
tainment system - 52Kmiles -
excellent condition $14,000 Call
Tim or Patty in Hanau at
0 6 1 8 3 - 9 1 9 - 8 1 4  o r

01602-130-128

CHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-
GART

"Your Home Away From Home"
INFO: 0711-712381 or

0711-3659210
O r  0 7 1 1 - 6 0 1 9 0 2 5  o r

07143-961330
www.Stuttgartchurchofchrist.org

Experienced Nanny English
erman speaking, excel Referen-

ces call 0171-3500373

Kawasaki ZX-9R '01 4,300
miles, red-black, just been serv-
iced. Great bike, asking $5800

call 0179-9133145

dvd's $5 ea, vhs 1.00 over 500
dvd's, compaq desktop pc $200,
jvc 3 disc dvd player, home
theater system 7 spkrs $125,
13in. tv/vcr combo $40 yamaha
spkrs $175, sony subwoofer
$50, sony receiver $125, jvc 21
in tv for $ 100, 110/220, 2 dvd
players $25, compaq laptop w/
b a g  a n d  a c c .  c a l l
06181-6752174 hanua area

Auto Parts 180

Free to a caring loving home.
Two registered minature, long
haired dachshunds. Both fixed.
MUST be taken as a pair as
they have never been seper-
ated. Includes all supplies,
treats, food, ect. Call

0931-359-7958 or 350-3809

Experienced Nanny and Pet
sitter for Wiesbaden area, excel
References call 0163-2052509

Religious Activities 871

Honda Odyssey EX '02 Leather
& DVD Rear Entertainment.
Silver. Loaded. 53,000 miles.
Great Condition. $20,000 OBO.
09334-993994 or email

psroderick@t-online.de

Toyota Tacoma TRD Limited
Editition, 4 wheel drive, 5
passenger extended cab, alloy
wheels, AC, automatic, CD/cas-
sette, power windows, $20,000

call 06434-908270

AFN decoders, sky receiver,
satellite dish, teak queen size
leigh bed, a/c unit, small kitchen
appliances, oriental rug, baby
items, furniture, transformers,
and lots more 06202-6070942

Kawasaki Vulcan '99 Classic
800cc. 11,750 miles, Vance and
Hines pipes, hard saddlebags,
removable windshield. Blue
Book $3,620. Asking $3,100.
Great starter bike if you can't
af ford a Har ley!  Cal l

0170-971-2499

For Sale Marble Dinning Room
Table seat 6 comfortable.
Massive/Beautiful. One-piece
oval shape marble table (light
gray) sits on a center marble
base. Size: Table :190cm Base:
73 H X 65 W, 6 chairs free,
good condition. $700 obo Call:
Ralf 06224/77282 leave msg

Dodge Caravan '04 Grand, SXT
AWD 10k Miles excellent cond.
w /ex t ras  $24 ,900  ca l l
0176-24223266 or 466-2916

Engl ish/German/Slowakien
speaking Nanny with experi-
ence. 08-1700 hrs Friedberg

area. call 0175-9564370

Free 2 white Gerbils w/cage and
stuff also Free Male Pomerani-
an, 9 years old (no young kids).
Located in Giessen, Germany

call 0641-494-11530

Temporary lodging, eff apart-
ment, fully furn, near Leighton
Bks, Wuerzburg, Avail Now,
Call anytime 0173-3235091

Apartment Furn 860Child Care Offered 290Trucks 174Motorcycles 164Buses/Vans/RVs 158 Pets 820PCS Sale 780Furniture 510
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The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tony Parker
quashed whatever hopes the
Charlotte Bobcats had for a high-
ly unlikely upset.

Parker scored 24 points, half of
them in the decisive third quarter
of San Antonio’s 93-76 victory
over the Bobcats on Friday night,
clinching a spot in the Western
Conference playoffs for the
Spurs.

“Tony’s energy was great all
night,” Spurs coach Gregg Popov-
ich said. “He pushed the break,
he moved the ball. His aggressive-
ness set a tone.”

After trailing by 10 at halftime,

Charlotte got its deficit down to
60-54 midway through the third
on a jumper by Emeka Okafor.
But the Bobcats went scoreless
and committed six turnovers dur-
ing the final 6:05 of the quarter.

“Every time you make a move,
somebody is there,” Charlotte’s
Primoz Brezec said of San Anto-
nio’s defense. “They put pressure
on your first pass. There are no
easy shots.”

Parker shot 6-for-8 in the third

period, which ended with a 12-0
run by San Antonio. Parker
scored three of those six baskets
and assisted on two others.

“We decided to play a little
more defense,” Parker said of the
third-quarter lockdown. “I had
some good looks because we were
pushing them on the
pick-and-rolls.”

San Antonio’s lead widened to
as many as 23 points in the fourth.

Tim Duncan added 19 points
for the Spurs, while Devin Brown
had 15 and Robert Horry 11.

The Spurs, playing their fifth
straight game without injured
swingman Manu Ginobili, im-

proved their NBA-leading record
to 50-15.

They are 31-3 at home, also
best in the league.

The loss was the ninth straight
for the Bobcats and their 18th in
20 games. They are 2-30 on the
road.

Brezec led Charlotte with 18
points, and Jason Hart and
Melvin Ely each scored 10. Okaf-
or, the team’s top scorer with
15-point average per game, fin-
ished with 7 points on 3-for-13
shooting and had 12 rebounds.

Charlotte shot 37.3 percent
(28-for-75).

The Bobcats went up 13-9 on a
three-pointer by Jason Kapono be-

fore a short turnaround jumper
by Duncan started an 11-3 run
that put the Spurs ahead by four
late in the first quarter.

76ers 93, Cavaliers 81: At
Cleveland, Allen Iverson tore the
bandage off his chipped thumb
and scored 31 points, and Chris
Webber added 14 — including a
three-pointer to start Philadel-
phia’s game-ending 16-2 push.

Nets94, Jazz 80: At East Ruth-
erford, N.J., Vince Carter scored
10 of his 23 points in the pivotal
third quarter, and Jason Kidd
had 10 points, nine assists and
eight rebounds. Both sat out the
fourth quarter with the Nets firm-
ly in command.

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Irina Slutskaya
won the gold medal for the sec-
ond time in the world champi-
onships Saturday, combining
strength and style to cap an ex-
traordinary season in which
she prevailed despite a heart
ailment and knee injury.

The Russian delivered a
draining and dramatic pro-
gram that featured seven
clean triples to the delight of
the home crowd.

“I’m happy because it’s so
difficult to come back so many
times, to suffer so many misfor-
tunes,” said Slutskaya, who
missed the 2003 worlds be-
cause of her ailing mother.

Sasha Cohen of the United
States won the silver medal for
the second straight year, and
Carolina Kostner of Italy took
the bronze. Michelle Kwan,
the five-time world champion,
was fourth, the first time since
1996 the American finished a
worlds without a medal.

“I can leave Moscow satis-
fied, but disappointed, satis-
fied — kind of a roller-coaster
ride and not as consistent as I
wanted it to be,” Kwan said.

Parker provides push as Spurs clinch playoff spot
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AFN TV & Radio
Sunday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-Golf: Bay Hill Invitation-
al, 3rd round (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m.-Auto racing: IRL XM
Satellite Radio Indy 200 (dld).

AFN-Sports and Pacific, 6 p.m.-College bas-
ketball: NCAA men's tournament, second
round, UConn vs. N.C. State.

AFN-Radio, 6 p.m.-College basketball:
NCAA men’s tournament, 2nd-round triple-
header, teams TBD.

AFN-Atlantic, 6:30 p.m.-Auto racing: Nextel
Cup Golden Corral 500.

AFN-Atlantic, 11 p.m.-Motor racing: NHRA
Mac Tools Gatornationals.

Monday
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.-College basketball:

NCAA women's tournament, first round, Vir-
ginia Tech vs. DePaul.

AFN-Sports, 1:30 a.m.-NBA: Houston at Min-
nesota.

AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.-Motor racing: Champi-
onship Off-Road Racing Bark River Road
Race 1 (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-Pro football: Arena
Football League, teams TBD (dld).

AFN-Sports, 2 p.m.-Golf: Bay Hill Invitation-
al, final round (dld).

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.-Baseball: Spring train-
ing, Boston vs. L.A. Dodgers.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed listing. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Baseball
Spring Training glance

AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
Toronto 8 5 .615
Los Angeles 11 7 .611
Tampa Bay 8 6 .571
Detroit 7 6 .539
Cleveland 8 7 .533
Chicago 9 8 .529
Baltimore 7 7 .500
Boston 7 7 .500
New York 6 8 .429
Oakland 7 10 .412
Kansas City 6 9 .400
Minnesota 6 10 .375
Texas 6 11 .353
Seattle 5 10 .333

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
San Francisco 11 5 .688
Atlanta 9 5 .643
New York 8 5 .615
Colorado 11 7 .611
St. Louis 8 6 .571
Philadelphia 8 7 .533
Milwaukee 9 8 .529
Arizona 9 9 .500
Chicago 8 8 .500
San Diego 8 8 .500
Washington 7 7 .500
Los Angeles 6 6 .500
Cincinnati 8 9 .471
Pittsburgh 6 8 .429
Houston 5 8 .385
Florida 6 11 .353

NOTE: Split-squad games count in the
standings; games against non-major league
teams do not.

Friday’s games
Atlanta 11, Cleveland 6
Boston 5, Florida (ss) 3
Florida (ss) 4, St. Louis 0
Baltimore 9, Minnesota (ss) 3
San Diego 4, Texas 2
Oakland 5, Milwaukee 1
Colorado 5, Arizona 2
San Francisco 4, Seattle 3
L.A. Angels 5, Kansas City 3
Chicago White Sox 11, Chicago Cubs 9
Detroit 13, Houston 3
Toronto 5, Tampa Bay 4
Philadelphia 7, Pittsburgh 6
Cincinnati (ss) 4, Minnesota (ss) 2
Washington 2, N.Y. Mets 2, tie, 10 innings
Cincinnati (ss) 6, N.Y. Yankees 3

Saturday’s games
Baltimore vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla.
Toronto vs. Houston at Kissimmee, Fla.
Atlanta (ss) vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Minnesota vs. Cincinnati at Sarasota, Fla.
L.A. Dodgers vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
Cleveland (ss) vs. Washington at Viera,

Fla.
Philadelphia (ss) vs. Atlanta (ss) at Kissim-

mee, Fla.
Philadelphia (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at St. Pe-

tersburg, Fla.
New York Yankees (ss) vs. Cleveland (ss)

at Winter Haven, Fla.
Florida vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. New York Yankees (ss) at

Tampa, Fla.
L.A. Angels vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Chicago Cubs (ss) vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Oakland (ss) vs. Colorado at Tucson, Ariz.
Arizona (ss) vs. Seattle at Peoria, Ariz.
Milwaukee vs. Chicago Cubs (ss) at Mesa,

Ariz.
Kansas City vs. Chicago White Sox at Tuc-

son, Ariz.
San Diego (ss) vs. San Francisco at Scotts-

dale, Ariz.
San Diego vs. Minor League Future All-S at

Yuma, Ariz.

College basketball
National Invitation Tournament

Opening Round
Wednesday, March 16

Buffalo 81, Drexel 76, OT
Saint Joseph’s 53, Hofstra 44
Davidson 77, Virginia Commonwealth 62
Wichita State 85, Houston 69
Southwest Missouri State 105, Rice 82
Western Kentucky 88, Kent State 80, OT
San Francisco 69, Denver 67
CS Fullerton 85, Oregon State 83, OT

First Round
Monday, March 14

Western Michigan 54, Marquette 40
Tuesday, March 15

Holy Cross 78, Notre Dame 73
South Carolina 69, Miami 67
Virginia Tech 60, Temple 50
DePaul 75, Missouri 70

Wednesday, March 16
Texas Christian 60, Miami (Ohio) 58
Georgetown 64, Boston U. 34
Memphis 90, Northeastern 65
Vanderbilt 67, Indiana 60
Texas A&M 82, Clemson 75
Maryland 85, Oral Roberts 72

Thursday, March 17
UNLV 89, Arizona State 78

Friday, March 18
Cal State Fullerton 85 at San Francisco 69

Saturday, March 19
Buffalo (23-9) at Saint Joseph’s (20-11)
Davidson (22-8) at Southwest Missouri

State (19-12)
Western Kentucky (22-8) at Wichita State

(21-9)
Second Round

Saturday, March 19
Virginia Tech (16-13) at Memphis (20-15)
Texas A&M (20-9) at DePaul (20-10)

Monday, March 21
Texas Christian (20-13) at Western Michi-

gan (20-12)
Vanderbilt (19-13) vs. W. Kentucky/Wichi-

ta St.
Tuesday, March 22

Georgetown (18-12) vs. CS Fullerton
(21-10)

UNLV (17-13) vs. South Carolina (16-13)
Wednesday, March 23

Maryland (17-12) vs. SW Missouri
St./Davidson

Holy Cross (25-6) vs. Buffalo/Saint Jo-
seph’s

Men’s NCAA Div. II tournament
Quarterfinals

Wednesday, March 23
Bryant (23-8) vs. Mount Olive (29-4)
Tarleton State (24-8) vs. Cal Poly Pomona

(24-6)
Metro State (29-3) vs. Virginia Atlantic

(27-4)
Lynn (28-5) vs. Findlay (30-3)

Semifinals
Thursday, March 24

Bryant/Mount Olive vs. Tarleton State/Cal
Poly Pomona

Metro State/Virginia Atlantic vs.
Lynn/Findlay

Men’s NCAA Div. III tournament
Semifinals

Friday, March 18
Rochester 65, Calvin 62
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 81, York, Pa. 58

Saturday, March 19
Third Place

York, Pa. (27-4) vs. Calvin (26-7)
Championship

Wis.-Stevens Pt. (28-3) vs. Rochester (25-4)

Men’s NAIA Div. I tournament
First Round

Wednesday, March 16
Oklahoma City 77, vs. Mobile 74
St. Xavier 60, Langston 55
Lindsey Wilson 69, Faulkner 63
Carroll, Mont. 85, Concordia, Calif. 72
Trevecca Nazarene 79, Lewis-Clark St. 71
Oklahoma Christian 80, Brescia 76, OT
Mountain St. 77, Columbia, Mo. 50
Azusa Pacific 88, Houston Baptist 72

Thursday, March 17
Robert Morris-Chicago 81, Xavier, NO 79
Okla. Baptist 75, Westminster, Utah 60
Georgetown, Ky. 84, Ga. Southwestern 62
Cal. Baptist 76, Lubbock Christian 66
LSU-Shreveport 79, Cumberland, Ky. 75, 2OT
Southern Poly St. 86, Voorhees 74
John Brown 84, Union, Tenn. 72
Biola 76, Missouri Baptist 70

Second Round
Friday, March 18

St. Xavier 78, Lindsey Wilson 68
Carroll, Mont. 66, Oklahoma City 65
Georgetown, Ky. 87, Oklahoma Baptist 75
Robert Morris-Chicago 105, Cal. Baptist 71
Mountain St. 88, Trevecca Nazarene 65
Azusa Pacific 100, Oklahoma Christian 93,

3OT
John Brown 61, LSU-Shreveport 56
Biola 65, Southern Poly St. 63

Quarterfinals
Saturday, March 19

St. Xavier (30-6) vs. Carroll, Mont. (27-6)
Georgetown, Ky. (28-5) vs. Robert Mor-

ris-Chicago (28-4)
Mountain St. (31-3) vs. Azusa Pacific (27-5)
John Brown (21-11) vs. Biola (28-7)

NCAA Women’s tournament
PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL

First Round
Saturday, March 19

North Carolina State (21-7) vs. Middle Ten-
nessee State (23-8)

Texas Tech (22-7) vs. Texas-Arlington
(21-9)

Sunday, March 20
New Mexico (26-4) vs. Purdue (16-12)
Tennessee (26-4) vs. Western Carolina

(18-13)
Temple (27-3) vs. Louisiana Tech (20-9)
Rutgers (25-6) vs. Hartford (22-8)
Ohio State (28-4) vs. Holy Cross (20-10)
Maryland (21-9) vs. Wisconsin-Green Bay

(27-3)
Second Round

Monday, March 21
North Carolina State/Middle Tennessee

State vs. Texas Tech/Texas-Arlington
Tuesday, March 22

Tennessee/Western Carolina vs. New Mex-
ico/Purdue

Temple/Louisiana Tech vs. Rutgers/Hart-
ford

Maryland/Wisconsin-Green Bay vs. Ohio
State/Holy Cross

Semifinals
Sunday, March 27

North Carolina State/Middle Tennessee
State—Texas Tech/Texas-Arlington vs. Ten-
nessee/Western Carolina—New Mexico/Pur-
due winner

Temple/Louisiana Tech—Rutgers/Hart-

ford vs. Maryland/Wisconsin-Green Bay—O-
hio State/Holy Cross

Tuesday, March 29
Championship

CHATTANOOGA REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 19
Texas (21-8) vs. Oral Roberts (22-8)
Georgia (22-9) vs. Rice (24-8)

Sunday, March 20
Oklahoma (17-12) vs. Arizona (19-11)
LSU (29-2) vs. Stetson (17-13)
DePaul (25-4) vs. Virginia Tech (17-11)
Penn State (19-10) vs. Liberty (24-6)
Duke (28-4) vs. Canisius (21-9)
Boston College (19-9) vs. Houston (21-8)

Second Round
Monday, March 21

Georgia/Rice vs. Texas/Oral Roberts
Tuesday, March 22

LSU/Stetson vs. Oklahoma/Arizona
DePaul/Virginia Tech vs. Penn State/Liber-

ty
Boston College/Houston vs. Duke/Cani-

sius
Semifinals

Saturday, March 26
LSU/Stetson—Oklahoma/Arizona vs. DeP-

aul/Virginia Tech—Penn State/Liberty
Georgia/Rice—Texas/Oral Roberts vs. Bos-

ton College/Houston—Duke/Canisius
Monday, March 28

Championship
KANSAS CITY REGIONAL

First Round
Saturday, March 19

Southern California (19-10) vs. Louisville
(22-8)

Michigan State (28-3) vs. Alcorn State
(21-8)

Iowa State (23-6) vs. Utah (25-7)
Stanford (29-2) vs. Santa Clara (17-13)
Kansas State (23-7) vs. Bowling Green

(23-7)
Vanderbilt (22-7) vs. Montana (22-7)

Sunday, March 20
Connecticut (23-7) vs. Dartmouth (17-10)
Florida State (23-7) vs. Richmond (23-7)

Second Round
Monday, March 21

Michigan State/Alcorn State vs. Southern
California/Louisville

Iowa State/Utah vs. Stanford/Santa Clara
Vanderbilt/Montana vs. Kansas

State/Bowling Green
Tuesday, March 22

Florida State/Richmond vs. Connecti-
cut/Dartmouth

Semifinals
Sunday, March 27

Michigan State/Alcorn State—Southern
California/Louisville vs. Vanderbilt/Mon-
tana—Kansas State/Bowling Green

Fla. State/Richmond—Connecticut/Dart-
mouth vs. Iowa State/Utah—Stanford/Santa
Clara

Tuesday, March 29
Championship

TEMPE REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 19
Virginia (20-10) vs. Old Dominion (22-8)
Minnesota (24-7) vs. St. Francis, Pa. (21-9)
Arizona State (22-9) vs. Eastern Kentucky

(23-7)
Notre Dame (26-5) vs. UC Santa Barbara

(21-8)
Baylor (27-3) vs. Illinois State (13-17)
Texas Christian (23-9) vs. Oregon (20-9)

Sunday, March 20
North Carolina (27-3) vs. Coppin State

(23-7)
Mississippi (19-10) vs. George Washington

(22-8)
Second Round

Monday, March 21
Virginia/Old Dominion vs. Minnesota/St.

Francis, Pa.
Arizona State/Eastern Kentucky vs. Notre

Dame/UC Santa Barbara
Texas Christian/Oregon vs. Baylor/Illinois

State
Tuesday, March 22

North Carolina/Coppin State vs. Mississip-
pi/George Washington

Semifinals
Saturday, March 26

North Carolina/Coppin State—Mississip-
pi/George Washington vs. Arizona
State/Eastern Kentucky—Notre Dame/UC
Santa Barbara

Virginia/Old Dominion—Minnesota/St.
Francis, Pa. vs. Texas Christian/Ore-
gon—Baylor/Illinois State

College hockey
Conference tournaments

ECAC
Semifinals

Friday, March 18
Cornell 3, Vermont 0
Harvard 4, Colgate 3, 2OT

Saturday, March 19
Championship

Cornell vs. Harvard
Third Place

Vermont vs. Colgate
WCHA

Semifinals
Friday, March 18

Denver 2, North Dakota 1, OT
Minnesota vs. Colorado College

Saturday, March 19
Championship

Denver vs. Minnesota-Colorado College
winner

Third Place
North Dakota vs. Minnesota-Colorado Col-

lege loser
CCHA

First Round
The Super Six
Quarterfinals

Thursday, March 17
Alaska-Fairbanks 6, N. Michigan 3
Michigan St. 5, Nebraska-Omaha 0

Semifinals
Friday, March 18

Michigan 3, Alaska-Fairbanks 1
Ohio St. 4, Michigan St. 1

Saturday, March 19
Championship

Michigan vs. Ohio St.
Third Place

Alaska-Fairbanks vs. Michigan St.

Hockey East
Semifinals

Friday, March 18
Boston College 2, Maine 1, 2OT
New Hampshire 5, Boston U. 2

Championship
Saturday, March 19

Boston College vs. New Hampshire
Atlantic Hockey Association

Semifinals
Friday, March 18

Quinnipiac 4, Bentley 1
Mercyhurst 4, Holy Cross 3, OT

Championship
Saturday, March 19

Quinnipiac vs. Mercyhurst

Tennis
Pacific Life Open

Friday
At The Indian Wells Tennis Garden

Indian Wells, Calif.
Purse: Men, $2,724,600 (Masters); Women,

$2.1 million (Tier I)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Quarterfinals
Lleyton Hewitt (2), Australia, def. Andre

Agassi (9), United States, walkover.
Andy Roddick (3), United States, def. Car-

los Moya (7), Spain, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-1.
Women

Semifinals
Kim Clijsters, Belgium, def. Elena Demen-

tieva (4), Russia, 6-4, 6-2.
Lindsay Davenport (1), United States, def.

Maria Sharapova (3), Russia, 6-0, 6-0.

Boxing
U.S. Amateur

Friday
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Men
Semifinals

106
Vincent Montoya, Cheyenne, Wyo., dec.

Roberto Castillo, Camp Lejeune, N.C., 18-12.
Marco Rangel, Scottsdale, Ariz., dec.

Teddy Padilla, Las Vegas, 18-14.
112

Rau’shee Warren, Cincinnati, dec. Teon
Kennedy, Philadelphia, 19-5.

Aaron Alafa, Visalia, Calif., dec. Joe Silva,
Thornton, Colo., 25-11.

119
Sytel Wilbarn, Los Angeles, dec. David

Clark, San Diego, 11-7.
Gary Russell, Jr., Capitol Heights, Md., dec.

Troy Wohosky, Medford, Ore., 14-5.
125

Richard Baltazar, California, dec. Chris
Green, Asbury Park, N.J., 12-6.

Mark Davis, Cleveland, dec. Ray Robinson,
Philadelphia, 14-3.

132
Michael Evans, Dayton, Ohio, dec. Stan

Martynionk, Antelope, Calif., 18-11.
Johanthan Gover, San Antonio, dec. Jason

Rosario, Miami, 26-20.
141

Karl Dargan, Philadelphia, dec. Hector
Ramos, Lackland Air Force Base, 16-10.

Charles Hatley, Dallas, dec. Willie Nelson,
Cleveland, 16-15.

152
Daniel Jacobs, Brooklyn, N.Y., dec. Boyd

Melson, Fort Carson, Colo., 15-10.
Demetrius Andrade, Connecticut, dec. Aus-

tin Trout, Las Cruces, N.M., 18-10.
165

Johnathan Nelson, Little Rock, Ark., dec.
Shawn Estrada, Lynwood, Calif., 12-10.

Edwin Rodriguez, New England, dec.
Eliezer Cepeda, Miami, 12-11.

178
Brandon Gonzalez, San Jose, Calif., dec.

Christopher Downs, Schofield Barracks, Ha-
waii, 21-12.

William Rosinksy, New York, dec. Maurice
Louishomme, Colorado Springs, Colo., 21-3.

201
Homero Fonseca, Driscoll, Texas, dec.

Derek Zugic, La Grange, Ill., 24-22.
Anthony Grano, Connecticut, dec. Marcus

Henry, Cockeysville, Md., 14-10.
201-plus

Travis Kauffman, Reading, Pa., dec. Grego-
ry Corbin, Dallas, 11-8.

Mike Wilson, Central Point, Ore., dec. Al-
fred White, Lake Charles, La., 18-17.

Women
Semifinals

101
Chantel Cordova, Pueblo West, Colo.,

stopped Stephanie Gonzales, Poteet, Texas,
RSCO-2.

Adri Harding, San Diego, dec. Colleen Loo,
St. Mililani, Hawaii, 3-0 (paper scoring).

106
Suzannah Warner, New York, stopped

Valerie Duran, Houston, RSCO-3.
Bianca Ledesma, Van Orny, Texas, dec.

Erica Zarate, Toledo, Ohio, 26-20.
110

Cheryl Houlihan, Nashville, Tenn., stopped
Samantha Sanchez, Illinois, RSCO-2.

Michelle Turner, Irvington, N.J., dec. Eliza-
beth Garcia, Los Angeles, 23-22.

114
Celsa Reyes, Cheynne, Wyo., stopped Bon-

nie Dejesus, Toledo, Ohio, RSC-3.
Sacred Downing, Trenton, N.J. dec. Kalisha

West, Riverside, Calif., 16-12.
119

Nicole Silveira, Peabody, Mass., won on
walkover over Kayla Kay Combs, Lubbock,
Texas, W/O Vanessa Juarez, Fort Worth,
Texas, stopped Hannah Guillard, Atlanta,
RSCO-3.

125
Jennifer Han, El Paso, Texas, dec. Jennifer

Barber, Northridge, Calif., 23-17 Melissa Rob-
erts, Manchester, Conn., dec. Kathryn
Klinefelter, Iowa City, Iowa, 13-9.

132
Lissette Medel, Maywood, Calif., dec. Ange-

lina Vasquez, Austin, Texas, 15-10.
Ashley Barnett, Cleveeland, dec. Tiffany

Bone, Salinas, Calif., 15-5.

138
Lena Taylor, Orlando, Fla., dec. Anca

Neagu, Austin, Texas, 22-2.
Lily Avetyan, Pasadena, Calif., dec. De-

siree Mistretta, New York, 20-15.
145

Elizabeth Quevado, Commerce, Calif.,
stopped Grace Kelly, Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
RSC-2.

Iris Piche, Pasadena, Texas, dec. Raven
Roytblat, Brooklyn, N.Y., 15-14.

154
Tiffany Junot, New Orleans, stopped

Bambi Manzo, Baytown, Texas, RSCO-2.
Charmaine Carrington, Fort Walton Beach,

Fla., dec. Heather Hutchins, Golden Valley,
Minn., 18-5.

165
Franchon Crews, Baltimore, stopped Alla-

na Huggins, Fort Worth, Texas, RSCO-2.
Christine Brown, Fort Huachuca, Ariz., dec.

Emery Hernandez, Sterling, Ill., 17-16.
176

Tyler Lord-Wilder, Perry, Mich., stopped
Christina Reddick, Tulsa, Okla., RSCO-1.

Geni Taylor, Marrero, La., won on walk-
over over Sonya Lamonakis, Turner Falls,
Mass., W/O.

189
Tameka Stephens, Charlotte, N.C., dec.

Tanzee Daniel, New York, 8-7.
Anne Gibbon, Honolulu, Hawaii, stopped

Taniqueka Harvey, Clinton, Md., RSC-2.

Golf
Bay Hill Invitational

Friday
At Bay Hill Club and Lodge

Orlando, Fla.
Purse: $900,000

Yardage: 7,239; Par: 72
Completed First Round

(a-amateur)
Joe Ogilvie 33-35—68 -4
Briny Baird 35-34—69 -3
Graeme McDowell 34-35—69 -3
Peter Lonard 35-35—70 -2
Mark Calcavecchia 35-35—70 -2
Geoff Ogilvy 35-35—70 -2
Sergio Garcia 37-33—70 -2
Kenny Perry 36-34—70 -2
K.J. Choi 36-34—70 -2
Aaron Baddeley 35-35—70 -2
Bernhard Langer 36-34—70 -2
Greg Owen 34-36—70 -2
Patrick Sheehan 36-35—71 -1
Richard Green 36-35—71 -1
Woody Austin 35-36—71 -1
Mike Weir 35-36—71 -1
Tiger Woods 34-37—71 -1
Ernie Els 37-34—71 -1
J.L. Lewis 34-37—71 -1
Brian Gay 36-35—71 -1
Alex Cejka 35-36—71 -1
Charles Howell III 36-35—71 -1
Charles Warren 36-35—71 -1
Stephen Ames 35-36—71 -1
Fred Couples 34-37—71 -1
Ian Poulter 36-35—71 -1
Brian Davis 35-36—71 -1
Todd Fischer 36-36—72 E
Angel Cabrera 34-38—72 E
Tom Lehman 36-36—72 E
Pat Perez 35-37—72 E
Bart Bryant 37-35—72 E
John Daly 39-33—72 E
Vijay Singh 37-35—72 E
Joey Sindelar 36-36—72 E
Corey Pavin 36-36—72 E
Jeff Maggert 36-36—72 E
a-Michael Sim 35-37—72 E

Safeway International
Friday

At Superstition Mountain Golf Club
Superstition Mountain, Ariz.

Purse: $1.4 million
Yardage: 6,620; Par: 72

Second Round
a-amateur

Lorena Ochoa 65-67—132 -12
Soo-Yun Kang 68-66—134 -10
Annika Sorenstam 66-69—135 -9
Siew-Ai Lim 65-72—137 -7
Grace Park 71-67—138 -6
Karen Stupples 67-71—138 -6
Candie Kung 69-70—139 -5
Juli Inkster 66-73—139 -5
a-Michelle Wie 73-67—140 -4
Laura Diaz 73-67—140 -4
Laura Davies 71-69—140 -4
Liselotte Neumann 70-70—140 -4
Paula Creamer 69-71—140 -4
Carin Koch 73-68—141 -3
Hee-Won Han 72-69—141 -3
Gloria Park 72-69—141 -3
Karrie Webb 69-72—141 -3

Toshiba Senior Classic
Friday

At Newport Beach Country Club
Newport Beach, Calif.
Purse: $1.65 million

Yardage: 6,571; Par 71 (35-36)
First Round

Gil Morgan 32-33—65 -6
Tom Jenkins 33-33—66 -5
Wayne Levi 34-32—66 -5
Keith Fergus 33-34—67 -4
Lonnie Nielsen 33-34—67 -4
J.C. Snead 35-32—67 -4
Mark McNulty 35-32—67 -4
Allen Doyle 33-34—67 -4
Morris Hatalsky 34-33—67 -4
Bruce Lietzke 34-33—67 -4
Brad Bryant 34-33—67 -4
Mark Johnson 32-35—67 -4

TCL Classic
Saturday

At Yalong Bay Golf Club
Sanya, China

Purse: $1 million
Yardage: 7,097; Par: 72

Third Round
Chawalit Plaphol, Thailand 64-70-66—200
Paul Casey, England 64-68-68—200
Colin Montgomerie, Scotland 67-65-68—200
Thomas Bjorn, Denmark 66-67-68—201
Terry Pilkadaris, Australia 66-67-68—201
Kang Wook-soon, South Korea 68-69-65—202
Keith Horne, South Africa 69-66-67—202
Ivo Giner, Spain 67-66-69—202
Alejandro Quiroz, Mexico 65-65-72—202

SCOREBOARD
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A day after the
big hearing on steroids in base-
ball, several members of con-
gress threatened federal legisla-
tion to cure the ills they saw. It re-
mains unclear whether Mark
McGwire’s reputation can be re-
stored.

The head of the World
Anti-Doping Agency called McG-
wire’s evasions during Thurs-
day’s testimony tantamount to an
admission of steroid use.

A congressman at the hearing
in Washington wants McGwire’s
name removed from a highway.
Even McGwire’s former manag-
er, Tony La Russa, was surprised
by McGwire’s repeated refusals
to deny using steroids.

“I think it would have been a lot
better for him to say, ‘I did it and
I’m sorry,’ ” former baseball com-
missioner Fay Vincent said.

McGwire has denied using ille-
gal performance-enhancing
drugs but refused to do so under
oath when he appeared before
the House Government Reform
Committee, citing advice from his
lawyer.

“What I saw and heard was a
confession,” WADA chairman Ri-
chard Pound said Friday during a

symposium at Saint Louis Univer-
sity on doping in sports.

Committee member Christo-
pher Shays, a Connecticut Repub-
lican, put it bluntly Friday: “Is
there any doubt in your mind that
Mark McGwire took drugs?”

La Russa, who managed McG-
wire on the Oakland Athletics and
the Cardinals, said he believes
McGwire’s denials.

“In my opinion, being under
oath wouldn’t have changed what
he said,” La Russa said in Jupiter,
Fla.

“I think he was overcoached.
Mostly, I think it was a missed op-
portunity to explain that if you
use substances like creatine and
over-the-counter stuff that’s not il-
legal, you can get the benefits of a
hard-core weight training pro-
gram. And that was never dis-
cussed.”

U.S. Rep. William Lacy Clay, a
Missouri Democrat, wants McG-
wire’s name stripped off the
5-mile stretch of Interstate-70
that was named after Big Mac fol-
lowing his 70-homer season in
1998.

“It would take an act by the
state legislature, but I don’t think
he deserves a name on the high-
way if he can’t be forthcoming
about his involvement with this
issue,” Clay told The Associated
Press on Friday.

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —
Roberto Alomar, a 12-time
All-Star who signed with the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays with
hopes of playing one final sea-
son, retired Saturday.

Alomar’s announcement came
one day after he committed two
errors in one inning of a spring
training game. The 37-year-old
Alomar has been bothered by
back and vision problems in re-
cent weeks.

“I played a lot of games and I
said I would never embarrass
myself on the field,” Alomar
said. “I had a long career, but I
can’t play at the level I want to
play, so it’s time to retire.”

This would have been the 18th
major league season for Alomar,
who also played for San Diego,
Toronto, Baltimore, Cleveland,
the New York Mets, Arizona,
and the Chicago White Sox.

Trying to reach 3,000 hits and
end his stellar career on a high
note after a swift decline the past
three seasons, Alomar agreed to
a $600,000, one-year contract
with the Devil Rays in January.
The team penciled him in as the

everyday second baseman and
No. 2 hitter.

A 10-time Gold Glove winner
and career .300 hitter, Alomar is
276 hits shy of 3,000. He was an
All-Star from 1991-2001 but has
struggled while batting .266,
.258 and .263 the past three
years.

Also Saturday, Tampa Bay
right fielder Danny Bautista,
who hit .286 with 11 homers and
65 RBIs last season, announced
his retirement.

In other news:
� Boston Red Sox pitcher Curt

Schilling will miss Opening Day,
setting up David Wells to start
against his former team, the
New York Yankees.

Boston manager Terry Franco-
na made the announcement Sat-
urday and said Schilling might
sit out the first two weeks.

Schilling, coming back from
ankle surgery last November,
will make his first start of spring
training in a minor league game
on Monday and there was no
word on when he would pitch
against a major league opponent.

There even was a possibility
Schilling would open the season

on the disabled list since the Red
Sox have three days off in the
first 10 days and won’t need a
fifth starter until their 13th
game, at home against Toronto
on April 18.

“We’re going to have a
four-man rotation through the
18th,” Francona said.

Schilling has said his ankle
and arm aren’t bothering him.
But his mechanics aren’t back to
their pre-surgery level.

Wells will pitch opening night
in Yankee Stadium on April 3.

Schilling pitched in Game 6 of
last year’s AL championship se-
ries against New York and Game
2 of the World Series against St.
Louis after a tendon that had
been slipping out of place in his
right ankle was sutured to the
skin. He won both and Boston
went on to sweep St. Louis.

� At Kissimmee, Fla., Roger
Clemens strained his right ham-
string and left Houston’s 13-3
loss to the Detroit Tigers after
only 11/3 innings. He is
day-to-day.

� At Peoria, Ariz., Jake Peavy
strained his groin during the San
Diego Padres’ 4-2 victory over
the Texas Rangers and could be
out for two weeks.

Alomar retires; Schilling to miss opener

Spring training

Congress threatens to take action on steroids issue
McGwire’s reputation takes a beating day after repeated refusal to answer questions
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The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Kenny
Perry kept the ball out of the
rough and close to the hole, mak-
ing five birdies during a six-hole

stretch Satur-
day morning
that gave him a
4-under 68 and
a one-shot lead
in the Bay Hill

Invitational when the second
round ended.

Thick rough and slow greens
have befuddled the best players,
making scores the highest they
have been at Bay Hill in a dozen
years. Perry was at 6-under 138,
making him the halfway leader
for the first time since he won the
Memorial two years ago.

“I’m starting to hit my irons
close to the hole,” Perry said.

He had a one-shot lead over
Charles Howell III and Stephen
Ames, who played 36 holes Fri-
day in a tournament that has been
out of whack since an eight-hour
rain delay on Thursday.

What of the Big Three?
Vijay Singh, who can return to

No. 1 in the world this week by
winning, also played 36 holes Fri-
day and shot 72-68, highlighted
by a 9-iron he holed from 152
yards on No. 8 that left him two
shots out of the lead.

Tiger Woods and Ernie Els
started their second round Satur-
day morning. Woods made a few
sloppy mistakes in a round of 70
that left him three shots behind.
Els twice hit into the water and
once hit out of bounds, matching
his career high at Bay Hill with a
77. Els barely made the cut.

Perry nearly had some compa-
ny at the top.

K.J. Choi was at 7-under and
playing the easiest hole at Bay
Hill, but he hit his approach into
the water on the par-5 16th and
took bogey. Still tied for the lead,
he had a calamitous end to his sec-
ond round.

He put his approach into the
bunker on the 18th, facing a down-
hill shot to the pin with water on
the other side. Choi got too deli-
cate with his shot and left it in the
sand, blasted out to 12 feet and
missed to end with a double
bogey. He wound up with a 70
and joined Singh and Sergio Gar-
cia (70) at 140, two out of the lead.

Ochoa leads Sorenstam by two

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAIN,
Ariz. — Lorena Ochoa shot
5-under 67 to take a two-shot lead
in the Safeway International, with
Annika Sorenstam three strokes
behind and Michelle Wie lurking.

Ochoa, the 23-year-old Mexican
star who was the LPGA Tour’s
rookie of the year two seasons
ago, had a 12-under 132 total.

Soo-Yun Kang was second
after a 66, and Sorenstam, the de-
fending champion, was 9-under
after a 69. Siew-Ai Lim, who
shared the first-round lead with
Ochoa, was 7-under after a 72,
with Grace Park (67) and Karen
Stupples (71) at 6-under.

Candie Kung (70) and Juli Ink-
ster (73) were next at 5-under 139,
and the 15-year-old Wie followed

her opening 73 with a 67 to join a
foursome at 4-under.

Morgan’s 65 paces seniors

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. —
Gil Morgan shot 6-under 65 for a
one-stroke lead over Tom Jenkins
and Wayne Levi in the first round
of the Toshiba Senior Classic.

Lorena Ochoa of Mexico

hits a tee shot on the sixth

hole during Friday’s second

round of the LPGA's Safeway

International at Superstition

Mountain, Ariz. Ochoa shot

a 67 Friday and completed

two rounds at 12-under 132,

two strokes ahead of

Soo-Yun Kang. Defending

champion Annika Sorenstam

was three shots behind after

shooting a 69.

AP

Perry leads by one
midway at Bay Hill
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Celtics stop Rockets
for sixth straight win

NBA scoreboard

BY PAUL J. WEBER

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Don Nelson, the
second-winningest coach in NBA
history, resigned as coach of the
Dallas Mavericks on Saturday
and turned the team over to pro-
tégé Avery Johnson.

“I see a little slippage as a
team,” Nelson said. “The team is
just responding better to Avery at
this point.”

The 64-year-old Nelson also
had the title of general manager
but most of those duties were
done by his son, Donnie, the
team’s president of basketball op-
erations. The elder Nelson will
stay with the team as a consultant.

“Nellie has earned the right to
approach this any way he wants,”
team owner Mark Cuban said. “I
just wanted to be supportive of
any direction he wants to go.”

Nelson leaves with a career
record of 1,190-880 over 27 sea-
sons, including stints with Mil-
waukee, Golden State and the
New York Knicks. Only Lenny
Wilkens has won more NBA
games as a coach — 1,332.

Wilkens stepped down as coach
of the Knicks earlier this season.

Although he never won a cham-
pionship, or even made it to the
NBA Finals, Nelson is considered
a master of mismatches who won
games early in his career by
stressing defense then later made
a mark with clubs that tried out-
scoring everyone.

Nelson went 339-251 in Dallas,

leading the franchise in wins and
winning percentage. It’s even
more impressive considering he
started 35-81 before going 40-42
in 2000.

Johnson has coached the team
for 13 games this season, first
while Nelson had shoulder sur-
gery, then recently when Nelson
took time off to be with his wife
after she had an operation.

Johnson has also run practices
since training camp and had
some test runs as the coach with
Nelson serving as his assistant.

His first game was Saturday
night at home against Charlotte.

When Johnson coached the
Mavs, he stressed defense. Nel-
son’s emphasis was offense. The
mixed message could be part of
the reason Dallas has struggled
recently, especially at home.

“We’re going to keep moving
forward,” Johnson said. “We’re
not trying to abandon the things
that Coach has implemented
here, but there are some things
that I feel a little stronger about.”

Johnson, the starting point
guard on San Antonio’s 1999 title
team, first joined Nelson’s staff
during the team’s run to the West-
ern Conference finals in 2002
when he was left off the playoff
roster. Nelson wanted him back
last season, even though Johnson
was playing for Golden State. The
league didn’t allow it, so Johnson
signed with Dallas this summer
to be a player-coach. He wound
up retiring in training camp to
focus strictly on coaching.

Nelson steps down
as Mavericks coach

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Boston Celt-
ics are playing their best basket-
ball. They’re playing so well, in
fact, that they went on the road
and ended Houston’s six-game
winning streak.

“We are becoming an elite
team and we are doing it because
guys are sacrificing and sharing
the ball,” Paul Pierce said after
Mark Blount came off the bench
and matched his season high with
22 points to lead the Celtics to
their season-best sixth straight
victory, 103-92 over the Rockets
on Friday night.

Boston has won 10 of its last 11.
“This was another test for us.

Houston was as hot as us, and
maybe even hotter, and we came
in and got the win,” Pierce said.

The Celtics never trailed after
the first minute and led comfort-
ably for most of the game.

“It was a great game for us and
a test of where our team is,”
Ricky Davis said. “Houston has
been playing really well lately,
but we had it the whole game. We
were making our shots and play-
ing together as a team.”

Boston had six players score in
double figures. Antoine Walker
had 18, Davis 15, Pierce 12, Tony
Allen 11 and Gary Payton 10.

The Celtics’ bench outscored
Houston’s 52-27.

“Mark Blount was great for us.
He really helped open our offense
by hitting his outside shots,” Bos-
ton coach Doc Rivers said. “We
did a great job of executing our of-
fense. We wanted to run a lot of
pick-and-rolls to push Yao Ming
away from the basket and keep
him from moving around.

“I loved the way our defense
played and we had only 10 turn-
overs,” Rivers added.

Tracy McGrady led Houston
with 22 points, followed by Yao
with 18, Jon Barry with 16 and
David Wesley with 12.

McGrady and Yao agreed that
Boston’s execution of the
pick-and-roll was a key factor.

“They were hot tonight. They
did a good job of working the
pick-and-rolls and they were mak-
ing shots,” McGrady said.

“We did a lot of things wrong to-
night and we couldn’t put the ball
in the basket. Even with myself, I
was missing layups. What hap-
pened tonight we can’t let happen
again.”

After trailing by 14 at the end
of the third quarter, Houston
briefly threatened a comeback,
cutting Boston’s lead to 97-88
with 2:12 left after consecutive
baskets by Bob Sura. But the
Rockets got no closer.

Eastern Conference
 W L Pct GB
xy-Miami 51 16 .761 —
y-Detroit 41 23 .641 8½
y-Boston 37 29 .561 13½
Washington 35 28 .556 14
Cleveland 34 29 .540 15
Indiana 33 31 .516 16½
Chicago 32 31 .508 17
Philadelphia 32 33 .492 18
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Orlando 31 34 .477 19
New Jersey 30 36 .455 20½
New York 27 36 .429 22
Milwaukee 27 37 .422 22½
Toronto 27 38 .415 23
Charlotte 12 51 .190 37
Atlanta 11 54 .169 39

Western Conference
 W L Pct GB
xy-San Antonio 50 15 .769 —
y-Phoenix 48 16 .750 1½
y-Seattle 44 20 .688 5½
Dallas 42 22 .656 7½
Sacramento 40 26 .606 10½
Houston 39 26 .600 11
Memphis 38 27 .585 12
Denver 34 30 .531 15½
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Minnesota 33 34 .493 18
L.A. Lakers 32 33 .492 18
L.A. Clippers 29 36 .446 21
Portland 23 40 .365 26
Golden State 22 44 .333 28½
Utah 20 45 .308 30
New Orleans 15 49 .234 34½

x-clinched playoff spot
y-division leader

Friday’s games
New York 106, Atlanta 92
New Jersey 94, Utah 80
Indiana 103, L.A. Lakers 97
Philadelphia 93, Cleveland 81
Detroit 103, Toronto 92
Memphis 88, Minnesota 83
Boston 103, Houston 92
New Orleans 94, Chicago 90
Milwaukee 99, Washington 90
San Antonio 93, Charlotte 76
Denver 115, L.A. Clippers 96
Golden State 110, Phoenix 100
Seattle 98, Orlando 90

Saturday’s games
Utah at Washington
Chicago at Philadelphia
New York at Miami
Boston at New Orleans
Charlotte at Dallas
Orlando at Portland
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers

Sunday’s games
Cleveland at Toronto
Phoenix at Memphis
New Jersey at Indiana
San Antonio at Detroit
Houston at Minnesota
Milwaukee at Denver
Golden State at Sacramento
Seattle at L.A. Lakers

Monday’s games
Orlando at Charlotte
San Antonio at New York
Atlanta at Chicago
New Orleans at Dallas
Portland at L.A. Clippers

Friday
Nets 94, Jazz 80

UTAH — Humphries 2-4 0-0 4, Kirilenko
5-9 5-8 15, Borchardt 1-4 2-4 4, Bell 1-7 0-0 2,
McLeod 3-6 0-0 7, Okur 5-7 1-1 12, Handlogten
3-5 0-0 6, Eisley 1-2 0-0 2, Harpring 5-8 4-4 14,
Giricek 0-5 0-0 0, Livingston 1-1 0-0 2, Snyder
4-8 4-5 12. Totals 31-66 16-22 80.

NEW JERSEY — Carter 8-17 6-6 23, Jas.Col-
lins 1-2 2-6 4, Krstic 3-4 5-6 11, Vaughn 1-4 2-2
4, Kidd 4-7 2-2 10, Best 6-12 1-1 14, Robinson
0-4 0-0 0, Planinic 3-7 3-4 10, Scalabrine 5-5
2-2 12, Buford 3-6 0-0 6, Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Tho-
mas 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-69 23-29 94.

Utah 16 24 12 28—80
New Jersey 22 21 27 24—94
Three-Point Goals—Utah 2-8 (Okur 1-1,

McLeod 1-1, Harpring 0-1, Snyder 0-1, Kirilen-
ko 0-2, Bell 0-2), New Jersey 3-8 (Planinic 1-1,
Best 1-1, Carter 1-2, Thomas 0-1, Kidd 0-3).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 36
(Humphries 5), New Jersey 46 (Kidd 8). As-
sists—Utah 23 (Eisley 5), New Jersey 26 (Kidd
9). Total Fouls—Utah 27, New Jersey 21. Tech-
nicals—New Jersey Defensive Three Second.
A—15,509. (19,860).

Knicks 106, Hawks 92
NEW YORK — T.Thomas 8-12 3-3 23,

Sweetney 6-7 2-3 14, K.Thomas 8-19 0-0 16,
Marbury 9-20 5-6 24, J.Crawford 5-9 0-0 12,
Rose 0-2 4-4 4, Ariza 2-3 1-2 5, Taylor 0-1 0-0 0,
J.Williams 2-3 4-4 8. Totals 40-76 19-22 106.

ATLANTA — J.Smith 5-11 6-7 16, Gugliotta
3-7 2-2 8, Ekezie 3-9 5-6 11, Lue 4-13 2-2 10,
Delk 4-16 5-6 14, Ivey 0-2 0-0 0, D.Smith 1-4 0-0
2, Drobnjak 2-3 0-0 5, Diaw 7-11 3-3 17, Collier
4-10 0-0 9. Totals 33-86 23-26 92.

New York 25 28 28 25—106
Atlanta 17 26 35 14— 92
Three-Point Goals—New York 7-12 (T.Tho-

mas 4-6, J.Crawford 2-4, Marbury 1-2), Atlan-
ta 3-7 (Collier 1-1, Drobnjak 1-1, Delk 1-2,
Diaw 0-1, D.Smith 0-1, Lue 0-1). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—New York 43 (K.Thomas
14), Atlanta 52 (Ekezie 9). Assists—New York
20 (J.Crawford 10), Atlanta 20 (Lue 5). Total
Fouls—New York 21, Atlanta 20. A—16,027.
(19,445).

76ers 93, Cavaliers 81
PHILADELPHIA — Korver 5-7 1-1 15, Web-

ber 6-16 1-2 14, Dalembert 1-4 0-0 2, Iguodala
3-8 2-3 8, Iverson 9-27 11-12 31, M.Jackson
5-10 4-5 14, McKie 1-3 0-0 2, Rogers 2-5 1-2 7,
Salmons 0-2 0-0 0, Davis 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
32-82 20-25 93.

CLEVELAND — L.James 3-20 10-12 16,
Gooden 6-13 1-2 13, Ilgauskas 5-19 5-8 15,

McInnis 5-13 2-2 12, Newble 3-7 0-0 7, Varejao
0-4 0-0 0, Snow 2-3 0-0 4, Harris 0-0 0-0 0, Tray-
lor 3-7 0-0 6, Pavlovic 2-5 3-4 8. Totals 29-91
21-28 81.

Philadelphia 20 35 17 21—93
Cleveland 18 24 25 14—81
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 9-20 (Kor-

ver 4-6, Rogers 2-3, Iverson 2-6, Webber 1-2,
Iguodala 0-1, McKie 0-2), Cleveland 2-11 (Pav-
lovic 1-1, Newble 1-2, Varejao 0-1, McInnis
0-3, L.James 0-4). Fouled Out—Webber. Re-
bounds—Philadelphia 59 (Korver 11), Cleve-
land 65 (Ilgauskas 15). Assists—Philadelphia
20 (Iverson 5), Cleveland 18 (L.James 8).
Total Fouls—Philadelphia 21, Cleveland 20.
Technicals—Ilgauskas. A—20,562. (20,562).

Pacers 103, Lakers 97
L.A. LAKERS — Butler 8-18 3-3 19, Odom

2-9 5-6 9, Mihm 2-8 2-2 6, Bryant 5-14 1-2 12,
Atkins 10-18 1-2 23, Ju.Jones 4-5 0-0 9, Grant
3-5 3-4 9, Walton 1-4 0-0 2, Brown 3-8 1-1 8,
Cook 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 38-91 16-20 97.

INDIANA — Jackson 7-20 4-4 19, Foster 3-5
0-0 6, Davis 3-6 0-0 6, Miller 13-18 10-10 39,
A.Johnson 6-11 0-0 13, Croshere 2-4 1-1 6,
F.Jones 3-7 0-0 6, Gill 2-2 0-0 6, Pollard 0-0 0-0
0, J.Jones 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 40-77 15-15 103.

L.A. Lakers 22 24 23 28— 97
Indiana 30 20 28 25—103
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 5-14 (At-

kins 2-5, Ju.Jones 1-1, Brown 1-3, Bryant 1-4,
Walton 0-1), Indiana 8-24 (Miller 3-5, Gill 2-2,
Croshere 1-2, A.Johnson 1-3, Jackson 1-9,
F.Jones 0-1, J.Jones 0-2). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 45 (Butler 10), Indi-
ana 49 (Foster 17). Assists—L.A. Lakers 17
(Bryant 4), Indiana 29 (A.Johnson 11). Total
Fouls—L.A. Lakers 19, Indiana 20. Techni-
cals—L.A. Lakers Defensive Three Second.
A—18,345. (18,345).

Pistons 103, Raptors 92
TORONTO — Peterson 4-13 5-7 13, Mar-

shall 10-16 0-0 25, Araujo 1-3 0-0 2, Rose 9-26
5-6 24, Alston 7-18 1-1 16, Bonner 3-6 0-1 7,
Aa.Williams 0-1 0-0 0, Palacio 1-3 2-4 4, Mur-
ray 0-1 1-2 1, Woods 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-87
14-21 92.

DETROIT — Prince 7-12 6-6 21, R.Wallace
7-22 2-7 18, B.Wallace 4-9 1-4 9, Hamilton 9-16
2-2 20, Billups 7-10 6-6 23, McDyess 2-7 3-4 7,
Delfino 1-2 0-2 2, Arroyo 1-3 1-2 3, Dupree 0-1
0-0 0, Hunter 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-82 21-33 103.

Toronto 23 23 21 25— 92
Detroit 34 20 27 22—103
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 8-21 (Marshall

5-10, Alston 1-2, Bonner 1-2, Rose 1-5, Peter-
son 0-2), Detroit 6-16 (Billups 3-5, R.Wallace
2-6, Prince 1-2, Delfino 0-1, Hamilton 0-2).
Fouled Out—Hamilton. Rebounds—Toronto
46 (Marshall 12), Detroit 69 (B.Wallace 15).
Assists—Toronto 16 (Palacio, Alston 4), De-
troit 21 (Billups 8). Total Fouls—Toronto 23,
Detroit 19. Technicals—Toronto Defensive
Three Second, Toronto coach Mitchell, Rose,
Hamilton. A—22,076. (22,076).

Grizzlies 88, Timberwolves 83
MINNESOTA — Sprewell 4-12 2-2 11, Gar-

nett 12-17 5-6 30, Thomas 1-4 0-0 2, Hudson
4-8 2-3 11, Hassell 1-7 0-0 2, Carter 4-6 0-0 8,
Olowokandi 4-7 0-0 8, Szczerbiak 1-6 1-2 3,
Griffin 2-3 0-0 4, Hoiberg 2-4 0-0 4. Totals
35-74 10-13 83.

MEMPHIS — Battier 2-8 0-0 4, Cardinal 1-9
0-0 3, Wright 7-12 2-4 16, Watson 2-7 0-0 4,
Miller 7-12 0-0 14, Posey 3-11 5-6 12, Williams
6-10 3-5 17, Wells 6-10 3-4 16, Tsakalidis 1-2
0-0 2. Totals 35-81 13-19 88.

Minnesota 19 16 22 26—83
Memphis 12 29 17 30—88
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 3-11 (Gar-

nett 1-2, Sprewell 1-3, Hudson 1-3, Szczerbi-
ak 0-1, Hoiberg 0-1, Griffin 0-1), Memphis
5-19 (Williams 2-4, Wells 1-2, Cardinal 1-3,
Posey 1-5, Wright 0-1, Watson 0-2, Miller 0-2).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Minnesota 46
(Garnett 19), Memphis 48 (Posey 10). As-
sists—Minnesota 22 (Garnett, Hudson 6),
Memphis 15 (Posey 4). Total Fouls—Minneso-
ta 17, Memphis 16. Technicals—Memphis De-
fensive Three Second 3. A—18,119. (18,119).

Hornets 94, Bulls 90
NEW ORLEANS — Brown 6-12 2-3 14,

Nailon 4-6 0-0 8, Magloire 7-13 3-6 17, Dickau
5-12 7-8 17, J.Smith 2-13 2-3 6, Nachbar 2-9 3-3
8, Vroman 2-2 1-2 5, Claxton 5-14 4-8 14, Ja-
cobsen 0-5 0-0 0, Lampe 0-1 0-0 0, Lynch 2-3
1-1 5. Totals 35-90 23-34 94.

CHICAGO — Nocioni 2-7 5-6 9, Davis 1-5
0-0 2, O.Harrington 3-4 2-2 8, Hinrich 9-19 3-4
27, Duhon 2-8 2-2 8, Chandler 2-3 9-12 13, Gor-
don 4-12 3-4 14, Reiner 0-0 0-0 0, Griffin 0-2
3-4 3, Pargo 3-9 0-0 6. Totals 26-69 27-34 90.

New Orleans 24 28 16 26—94
Chicago 30 16 23 21—90
Three-Point Goals—New Orleans 1-13

(Nachbar 1-5, Jacobsen 0-2, J.Smith 0-2, Dick-
au 0-2, Claxton 0-2), Chicago 11-23 (Hinrich
6-8, Gordon 3-6, Duhon 2-6, Nocioni 0-1,
Pargo 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—New Orleans 60 (Brown 11), Chicago 56
(Chandler 15). Assists—New Orleans 21
(Nachbar 5), Chicago 19 (Duhon 7). Total
Fouls—New Orleans 26, Chicago 25. Techni-
cals—Nailon, Chicago Defensive Three Sec-
ond, Chicago coach Skiles. A—22,217.
(21,711).

Bucks 99, Wizards 90
WASHINGTON — Jeffries 2-4 3-5 7, Profit

3-5 2-2 8, Haywood 4-9 1-2 9, Arenas 12-35 0-0
27, Hughes 7-18 8-12 24, Blake 1-5 0-0 3, Tho-
mas 4-9 2-2 10, Ruffin 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 34-86
16-23 90.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 5-13 7-8 17,
Joe.Smith 9-11 6-7 24, Gadzuric 3-7 0-0 6,
Redd 8-20 8-8 26, M.Williams 1-5 0-0 2, Strick-
land 0-3 0-0 0, Goldwire 1-8 2-2 5, Kukoc 2-2
0-0 5, Pachulia 6-7 1-1 13, Fizer 0-0 1-2 1. To-
tals 35-76 25-28 99.

Washington 26 17 26 21—90
Milwaukee 23 33 23 20—99
Three-Point Goals—Washington 6-22 (Are-

nas 3-12, Hughes 2-7, Blake 1-2, Jeffries 0-1),
Milwaukee 4-12 (Redd 2-5, Kukoc 1-1, Gold-

wire 1-5, Strickland 0-1). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Washington 50 (Thomas, Arenas
10), Milwaukee 53 (Gadzuric, Joe.Smith 10).
Assists—Washington 16 (Arenas 7), Milwau-
kee 22 (Goldwire 6). Total Fouls—Washing-
ton 20, Milwaukee 19. A—15,108. (18,717).

Celtics 103, Rockets 92
BOSTON — Pierce 3-9 6-7 12, Walker 6-13

3-6 18, LaFrentz 0-3 0-0 0, Payton 3-5 2-2 10,
Allen 2-6 7-8 11, Blount 11-16 0-0 22, Davis
6-10 1-1 15, Jefferson 3-6 1-2 7, Banks 1-3 1-2
3, West 2-4 0-0 5. Totals 37-75 21-28 103.

HOUSTON — McGrady 8-22 6-8 22, Weath-
erspoon 1-3 1-2 3, Yao 5-7 8-12 18, Sura 3-12
3-6 10, Wesley 4-10 1-2 12, Padgett 2-3 0-0 5,
Mutombo 2-2 0-0 4, James 1-8 0-0 2, Barry 6-8
2-2 16, Bowen 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 32-75 21-32 92.

Boston 28 28 21 26—103
Houston 22 20 19 31— 92
Three-Point Goals—Boston 8-15 (Walker

3-5, Payton 2-2, Davis 2-3, West 1-1, Pierce
0-2, LaFrentz 0-2), Houston 7-24 (Wesley 3-7,
Barry 2-4, Padgett 1-2, Sura 1-2, James 0-3,
McGrady 0-6). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Boston 46 (Blount, Payton 6), Houston 53
(Sura 7). Assists—Boston 24 (Pierce 7), Hous-
ton 17 (McGrady 5). Total Fouls—Boston 25,
Houston 23. Technicals—Pierce 2, LaFrentz,
Payton, Houston Defensive Three Second,
Houston coach Van Gundy, Barry, Sura 2.
Ejected—Pierce, Sura. A—18,219. (17,982).

Spurs 93, Bobcats 76
CHARLOTTE — Kapono 4-8 0-0 9, Okafor

3-13 1-2 7, Brezec 5-6 8-9 18, Knight 2-5 4-6 8,
Bogans 1-10 3-4 5, Hart 5-11 0-0 10, Robinson
0-1 0-2 0, Carroll 2-8 1-1 5, Ely 4-8 2-2 10,
Smith 2-4 0-0 4, Alexander 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
28-75 19-26 76.

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 0-6 0-2 0, Duncan
9-20 1-2 19, Nesterovic 0-2 0-0 0, Parker 11-17
2-6 24, Barry 2-5 2-2 6, Brown 5-11 4-5 15,
Horry 4-5 2-2 11, Mohammed 3-8 2-6 8, Udrih
1-7 0-0 2, Massenburg 3-4 0-0 6, Glover 1-3 0-0
2. Totals 39-88 13-25 93.

Charlotte 20 22 12 22—76
San Antonio 24 28 20 21—93
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 1-4 (Kapono

1-1, Bogans 0-3), San Antonio 2-14 (Horry 1-2,
Brown 1-3, Glover 0-1, Barry 0-2, Bowen 0-3,
Udrih 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Charlotte 57 (Okafor 12), San Antonio 58
(Horry 9). Assists—Charlotte 13 (Knight 7),
San Antonio 27 (Udrih 6). Total Fouls—Char-
lotte 22, San Antonio 22. Technicals—Char-
lotte Team, Charlotte coach Bickerstaff, San
Antonio coach Popovich. A—17,798. (18,500).

Nuggets 115, Clippers 96
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 4-11 4-6 15,

Brand 2-8 2-2 6, Kaman 5-12 0-0 10, Brunson
2-9 0-0 4, Maggette 6-14 12-14 26, Ross 2-5 3-5
7, Moore 2-2 6-6 10, Chalmers 6-9 2-3 15, Wil-
cox 0-3 1-2 1, Anderson 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 30-76
30-38 96.

DENVER — K.Martin 8-15 1-4 17, Anthony
6-9 8-10 21, Camby 7-13 6-8 20, D.Johnson 2-3
0-0 4, Miller 3-3 2-4 8, Buckner 5-5 0-2 11, Na-
jera 3-7 0-0 6, Person 4-7 1-3 10, Boykins 4-12
6-6 14, Elson 1-2 0-0 2, Pope 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
44-77 24-37 115.

L.A. Clippers 22 28 18 28— 96
Denver 28 32 21 34—115
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 6-12 (Sim-

mons 3-5, Maggette 2-3, Chalmers 1-2, Brun-
son 0-2), Denver 3-11 (Anthony 1-1, Buckner
1-1, Person 1-1, D.Johnson 0-1, Najera 0-1,
Camby 0-2, Boykins 0-4). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 43 (Brand, Mag-
gette, Kaman 7), Denver 57 (Camby 17). As-
sists—L.A. Clippers 18 (Brunson 7), Denver
31 (Boykins, Miller 10). Total Fouls—L.A. Clip-
pers 29, Denver 26. Technicals—L.A. Clippers
Defensive Three Second 2, Denver Defensive
Three Second. A—18,915. (18,227).

Warriors 110, Suns 100
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 5-12 0-0 11,

Murphy 2-7 0-0 4, Foyle 2-3 0-0 4, Davis 11-21
4-7 33, J.Richardson 6-13 6-6 19, Biedrins 3-8
0-0 6, Fisher 7-14 2-2 19, Cabarkapa 4-8 0-0 8,
Pietrus 2-6 2-2 6. Totals 42-92 14-17 110.

PHOENIX — Q.Richardson 1-7 0-0 2, Mari-
on 10-23 6-6 28, Stoudemire 12-22 7-9 31,
Nash 3-8 6-6 12, Johnson 5-10 4-4 15, Jackson
1-7 0-0 2, Barbosa 2-7 0-0 6, Hunter 1-1 2-4 4,
McCarty 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-85 25-29 100.

Golden State 31 23 28 28—110
Phoenix 26 27 30 17—100
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 12-27

(Davis 7-10, Fisher 3-7, Dunleavy 1-2, J.Rich-
ardson 1-4, Murphy 0-1, Cabarkapa 0-1, Pi-
etrus 0-2), Phoenix 5-23 (Marion 2-4, Barbosa
2-5, Johnson 1-4, Nash 0-2, Jackson 0-4, Q.Ri-
chardson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Golden State 59 (J.Richardson 10), Phoe-
nix 48 (Marion 17). Assists—Golden State 15
(Dunleavy 4), Phoenix 24 (Nash 13). Total
Fouls—Golden State 25, Phoenix 17. Techni-
cals—Golden State coach Montgomery,
Davis. A—18,422. (18,422).

SuperSonics 98, Magic 90
ORLANDO — Hill 6-15 0-0 12, Howard 6-8

0-0 12, Cato 3-5 0-0 6, Francis 8-20 1-3 19,
Stevenson 3-5 0-0 6, Battie 2-3 0-0 4, Nelson
4-8 3-4 11, Turkoglu 5-11 0-1 12, Hunter 1-1 2-2
4, Augmon 1-1 0-0 2, Garrity 1-2 0-0 2. Totals
40-79 6-10 90.

SEATTLE — Evans 2-4 1-2 5, Lewis 4-13 4-6
13, Collison 5-9 1-2 11, Allen 12-21 12-12 38,
Ridnour 3-9 0-0 7, Potapenko 3-4 0-0 6,
Daniels 4-8 2-2 10, Murray 4-11 0-0 8, Swift 0-2
0-0 0. Totals 37-81 20-24 98.

Orlando 22 24 25 19—90
Seattle 21 27 25 25—98
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 4-11 (Francis

2-4, Turkoglu 2-5, Garrity 0-1, Nelson 0-1), Se-
attle 4-22 (Allen 2-7, Ridnour 1-2, Lewis 1-7,
Daniels 0-2, Murray 0-4). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Orlando 40 (Hill, Howard 7), Seat-
tle 51 (Collison 10). Assists—Orlando 21 (Nel-
son 6), Seattle 19 (Ridnour 6). Total
Fouls—Orlando 21, Seattle 17. Techni-
cals—Orlando Defensive Three Second, Seat-
tle Defensive Three Second. A—17,072.
(17,072).
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Stars and Stripes

At least as far as Heidelberg
and Hanau are concerned,
there’s a bit of a gap between Divi-
sion I and II softball.

The Lady Lions, behind the
pitching of Brittany Clark and
Ashley Hamre, swept Hanau of

Division II
15-0 and 21-1
Saturday in
Hanau, Germa-
ny, in the open-
er for both
teams.

Brittany Clark struck out 12
and held Hanau to three hits in
the first game. She was backed by
three hits and three RBIs by Lins-
day Clark and two hits and two
RBIs each by Hamre and Jessica
Anderson.

In the second game, Hope Fot-
ter’s home run saved Hanau from
a second straight shutout. The
rest of the way, it was all Heidel-
berg. Hamre struck out six bat-
ters and Lindsay Clark collected
three hits and three RBIs. Sam
Lane also had three hits for
Heidelberg.

Hanau is idle until it opens its
Division II season April 2 at Bit-
burg; Heidelberg opens Division
I play Saturday at Würzburg.

In other games Saturday:

Bitburg, Ramstein split: At
Ramstein, Germany, two walks
and a passed ball produced the
winning run in the eighth inning
as the Bitburg Lady Barons of Di-
vision II upset defending Europe-
an Division I champion Ramstein
4-3.

Bitburg’s All-Europe sec-
ond-teamer Ashley Kazimer
went the distance for the victory,
allowing seven hits and striking
out six. She also had two hits and
scored two runs.

The loss went to All-Europe
first-teamer Victoria Apodaca, a
senior, who allowed five hits and
struck out nine.

Ramstein tied the game with a
three-run sixth inning, but was
unable to threaten afterward.

“We hit the ball all over the
place, but we couldn’t seem to
score,” Ramstein coach Kent
Grosshuesch said.

The Lady Royals scored plenty
in the second game, a 9-3 victory
that went to freshman Jessica
Apodaca. She struck out seven.

Jessica Renaud took the loss
for Bitburg, which got a 3-for-3 ef-
fort from Amber Zagonina.

Next up for Ramstein is a home
doubleheader Saturday against
Lakenheath, the only team other
than Ramstein to win Division I
European titles since the school
system began offering softball in
1999. Ramstein won the first year
and Lakenheath took the next
four titles before Ramstein broke
through again in 2004.

Bitburg, which won every Euro-
pean Division II championship be-
tween 2000 and 2003, hosts Laken-
heath on Friday. The Lady Bar-
ons host London Central, the Eu-
ropean Division III champ, on
April 1 before opening their Divi-
sion II schedule against visiting
Hanau on April 2.

Stars and Stripes

One reigning champion won
and another lost Saturday when
Aviano’s boys and girls opened
their high school soccer seasons
Saturday at the American Over-
seas School of Rome.

In both cases, the winner was
Aviano.

Aviano’s girls, the defending Di-
vision III champions, romped
past AOSR 7-0 for their 16th
straight victory.

Then, Steven Hudson turned a
pass from Angel Santana into the
game-winning goal midway
through the second half as Avi-
ano’s boys, in their debut under
coach Steve Stanley, defeated
two-time defending Division III
champion AOSR 3-2.

Despite giving up an own-goal,
the Aviano boys led 2-1 at half-
time on goals by Junior Valez, as-
sisted by Hudson, and Ricardo
Anzoatgui, assisted by Blake
Cain.

AOSR tied the game after half-
time, finally getting a shot past
Aviano’s Brian Bell, but Santana
set up Hudson with the go-ahead
goal and Bell shut down AOSR.

In the less-dramatic girls
game, Aviano freshman Anna
Schrader scored three times in
her varsity debut, while Rebecca
Breedlove had two goals an an as-
sist. Ashley Lynch scored twice.

Aviano keeper Ingrid Batteng
stopped a penalty kick in the first
half.

Both Aviano teams return
home Saturday to host Sigonella
for the second date of a
four-week, pre-holiday-break
schedule that will go a long way
toward determining the success
of Aviano’s regular seasons. After
Sigonella, Aviano plays at Naples
on April 2 and then the boys host
perennial power Milan on April 7.

In other games on Saturday’s
light schedule:

ISB, Lakenheath split: At RAF
Lakenheath, England, Paula Ol-
iveira scored two goals as the In-
ternational School of Brussels
shut out Lakenheath 2-0 in a non-
conference game between Divi-
sion I foes.

Oliveira, assisted by Frances
Kershaw, slipped her first goal
past Lakenheath keeper Megan
Rabon 6:48 into the game. She
came back in the 33rd minute to
beat Rabon again.

Lakenheath, with Josie Perez
controlling midfield play, regis-
tered 13 shots on goal to seven for
ISB. But the Lancers found the de-
fense of Lydia Gray, Daria Rou-
halamin and Megan Gibson and
the goaltending of Sophia
Helsham too effective to allow
them to finish.

In the boys game, goals by
Michael Esquitin, Bryce Watkins

and Matt Trombly paced the
Lancers to a 3-1 nonconference
victory.

Both ISB teams open their Divi-
sion I seasons Saturday at Wies-
baden; Lakenheath is idle until
the boys and girls host Würzburg
for Division I games on April 2.

Ramstein sweeps Wiesbaden:

At Wiesbaden, Dorothy Stern put
an unassisted second-half goal
past Wiesbaden keeper Caitlin
Watson to fuel a 1-0 nonconfer-
ence victory for Ramstein’s Lady
Royals.

The game preceded a 4-2 victo-
ry by the Ramstein boys over
2004 Division I runner-up Wies-
baden. It was made possible by
two goals by Tommy Appel-Schu-
macher and goals by Jason Pol-
lock and Dan Whitney.

According to Wiesbaden coach
Ben Arcila, both teams used this
nonconference game as a chance
to experiment heavily with play-
ers and combinations. Despite
that, All-Europe goalkeeper Dan
Parker flashed his form by saving
a penalty kick, and mainstay Matt
Alexander scored both Wies-
baden goals.

Wiesbaden’s boys and girls
host ISB on Saturday in the Divi-
sion I openers for both schools.

The Ramstein boys don’t play
again until they host eight-time
defending European Division I
champion Heidelberg on April 2.
The Lady Royals next host
four-time defending champion
Heidelberg on April 2.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Wiesbaden defenders form a wall against a free kick during their 1-0 loss to Ramstein on Saturday in Wiesbaden, Germany.

Aviano boys, girls victorious in openers

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Ramstein’s Adam Rasmussen hits

a header during the Royals’ 4-2

victory over Wiesbaden in Wies-

baden, Germany, on Saturday.

Heidelberg
takes two
vs. Hanau

High
school
softball

DODDS soccer
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High school soccer
Boys
Italy

Aviano 3, AOSR 2
(Saturday at American Overseas School

of Rome)
Halftime—Aviano 2, AOSR 1
Goals-Avi: Steven Hudson, Junior Valez,

Ricardo Anzoatgui; AOSR: Aviano own goal,
unavailable.
Assists-Avi: Hudson, Blake Cain, Angel San-

tana; AOSR: Unavailable.
Saves-Aviano (Brian Bell) unavailable;

AOSR unavailable.
Noteworthy—Aviano traveled just 15 play-

ers; starting 11 playedmost of game, accord-
ing to coach Steve Stanley.

Nonconference
Ramstein 4, Wiesbaden 2
(Saturday at Wiesbaden)

Halftime—Ramstein 2, Wiesbaden 1
Goals-Rams: Tommy Appel-Schumacher 2,
Jason Pollock, DanWhitney; Wies: Matt Alex-
ander 2.
Assists-Unavailable.
Saves-Unavailable.

Lakenheath 3, ISB 1
(Saturday at Lakenheath)

Halftime—0-0
Goals-ISB: Tristan Denk; Lake: Michael Es-
quitin, Bryce Watkins, Matt Trombly.
Assist-Lake: Chris Perez.
Saves-International School of Brussels un-
available; Lakenheath (Tyler Keith) 4.

Italy
Aviano 7, AOSR 0

(Saturday at American Overseas School
of Rome)

Halftime—Aviano 6, AOSR 0
Goals-Anna Schrader 3, Rebecca Breed-
love 2, Ashley Lynch 2.
Assist-Breedlove.
Saves-Unavailable.
Noteworthy—Game called in second half
due to DODDS-Europe seven-goal courtesy
rule.

Milan 1, Vicenza 0
(Saturday at Vicenza)

Goal-Unavailable.
Saves-Milan unavailable; Vicenza (Sarah
Malone) 14.
Noteworthy—Savannah Sessions was
credited with playing outstanding defense
for Vicenza.

Nonconference
Ramstein 1, Wiesbaden 0
(Saturday at Wiesbaden)

Halftime-0-0
Goal-Dorothy Stern.
Assist-None.
Saves-Ramstein (Dallas Norman) 8; Wies-
baden (Caitlin Watson) 11.
Noteworthy—Ramstein coach Ricardo Bui-
trago praised the play of Norman and for-
ward Susie Flucker. Bethany Fountain and
Sara Roderick playedwell inWiesbaden’s de-
fense, according to coach Jim Campbell.
JV-Ramstein 1, Wiesbaden 0.

ISB 2, Lakenheath 0
(Saturday at Lakenheath)

Halftime-Unavailable.
Goals-Paula Oliveira 2
Assist-Frances Kershaw
Saves-International School of Brussels
(Sophia Helsham) 6; Lakenheath (Megan
Rabon) 9.

Noteworthy—Defensive effort of Lydia
Grey, Daria Rouhalamin and Megan Gibson
facilitated Helsham’s shutout goaltending.
Brittany Watkins and Josie Perez stood out
for Lakenheath.

High school tennis
(Individual forfeits not listed)

Aviano 4, AOSR 4
(Saturday at American Overseas School

of Rome)
Girls

Eliana Sheets (Avi) def. Sesil Erdal 6-0, 6-2;
Samantha Cordova (Avi) def. Elizaveta Igna-
tova 8-1; Ashley Mead and Kimberly Berry
(Avi) def. Tjasa Volk and Stephanie Panzarel-
la 4-6, 6-1, 6-2; Gina Andreucci and Alexa
Blanc (AOSR) def. Jessica Sheets and Angie
Martinez (Avi) 8-1.

Boys
Mikel Fair (Avi) def. Brennan Panzarella

6-4, 6-4; Fair def. Georgio Ferrero 8-2 (exhibi-
tion); Taykun Erdal and David Israelumch
(AOSR) def. Jordan Kelsey and Anthony
Young 6-2, 7-6 (7-4); Shamkar Kar and Jacob
Kopf (AOSR) def. Joseph Meade and Kenny
Percy 8-2.

Milan 6, Vicenza 0
(Saturday at Vicenza; some first names

unavailable)
Girls

Shivani Saxena (Mil) def. Rachel Bryan 6-0,
6-1; Desant and Bellemo (Mil) def. Brown
and Draper 6-0, 6-0; Piccinetti and Carini
(Mil) def. Hann and McClean 6-0, 6-0.

Boys
None.

Military basketball
2005 USAFE championships

RAF MILDENHALL, England — First-day re-
sults Saturday in the 2005 USAFE men's and
women’s basketball tournaments, pool-play
events which end Wednesday. Top two
teams of each sex advance to Army-Air
Force Final Four tournament March 31-April
2 at Bamberg, Germany.

Men
Saturday’s results

Ramstein 87, Lakenheath 75
Aviano 88, Spangdahlem 76
Mildenhall 80, Incirlik 65
Lakenheath vs. Aviano, late

Sunday's games
Incirlik vs. Spangdahlem, 10 a.m.
Mildenhall vs. Ramstein, noon
Lakenheath vs. Incirlik, 6 p.m.
Ramstein vs. Aviano, 8 p.m.

Monday's games
Mildenhall vs. Spangdahlem, 10 a.m.
Incirlik vs. Ramstein, 4 p.m.
Lakenheath vs. Spangdahlem, 6 p.m.
Mildenhall vs. Aviano, 8 p.m.

Tuesday's games
Spangdahlem vs. Ramstein, 10 a.m.
Lakenheath vs. Mildenhall, noon
Aviano vs. Incirlik, 2 p.m.

Wednesday's game
Championship, noon

Women
Saturday's results

Spangdahlem vs. Aviano, late
Ramstein vs. Mildenhall, late

Sunday's games
Spangdahlem vs. Mildenhall, 2 p.m.
Aviano vs. Ramstein, 4 p.m.

Monday's games
Spangdahlem vs. Ramstein, noon
Mildenhall vs. Aviano, 2 p.m.

Tuesday's games
No games scheduled

Wednesday's game
Championship, 10 a.m.

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Irina Slutskaya
won the gold medal for the sec-
ond time in the world champion-
ships Saturday, combining
strength and style to cap an ex-
traordinary season in which she
prevailed despite a heart ailment
and knee injury.

The Russian delivered a drain-
ing and dramatic program that
featured seven clean triples to the
delight of the home crowd.

“I’m happy because it’s so diffi-
cult to come back so many times,
to suffer so many misfortunes,”
said Slutskaya, who missed the
2003 worlds because of her ailing
mother.

Sasha Cohen of the United
States won the silver medal for
the second straight year, and
Carolina Kostner of Italy took the
bronze. Michelle Kwan, the
five-time world champion, was
fourth, the first time since 1996
the American finished a worlds
without a medal.

“I can leave Moscow satisfied,
but disappointed, satisfied —
kind of a roller-coaster ride and
not as consistent as I wanted it to
be,” Kwan said.

Davenport blanks Sharapova

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Lind-
say Davenport accomplished
something no one else has against
Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova — a shutout.

Davenport beat the 17-year-old
Russian 6-0, 6-0 in Friday’s semi-
finals of the Pacific Life Open.
The match lasted 49 minutes.

Earlier in the afternoon, Andre
Agassi pulled out of his quarterfi-
nal against Lleyton Hewitt be-
cause of a sore and swollen toe. It
was the first time the 34-year-old
Agassi could not take the court
for a scheduled match in his ca-
reer — 1,092 matches.

In a night match, Andy Rod-
dick moved into the semifinals
with a 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-1 victory
over Carlos Moya in a duel of
former No. 1 players.

Roddick served 13 aces and
was deadly at the net, volleying
for 30 points on the way to the win
over his Spanish opponent. Moya
had five aces and won 21 points at
the net.

Roddick faces Hewitt in one
semifinal Saturday, and No. 1
Roger Federer plays Guillermo
Canas in the other.

Kim Clijsters, the 2003 champi-
on, faces Davenport in the wom-
en’s final Saturday. Former No. 1
Clijsters defeated Elena Demen-
tieva 6-4, 6-2 in their semifinal.

As Sharapova failed to win a sin-
gle game for the first time as a
pro, she spent much of the match
spraying groundstrokes outside
the lines — at times by several
feet — or hitting the ball into the
net.

The loss was only her second in
19 matches this year.

Jets trade LB Cowart
to Vikings for draft pick

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — The
New York Jets traded middle line-
backer Sam Cowart to the Minne-

sota Vikings on Friday for a sev-
enth-round pick in this year’s
draft.

Cowart saw his playing time di-
minish in 2004 after a knee injury
knocked him out for an extended
period and rookie Jonathan
Vilma emerged as a standout play-
er. After the season, Cowart
asked for a trade when it became
clear he wouldn’t have much of a
role with the Jets.

The Vikings have been busy up-
grading their defense in the off-
season, signing linebacker Napo-
leon Harris, safety Darren Sharp-
er, cornerback Fred Smoot and
Williams in the past three weeks.
Including Cowart, the five play-
ers bring a combined 339 NFL
starts, 57 interceptions, 32 sacks
and have played in three Pro
Bowls.

Sonics lose valuable forward
Radmanovic for 4-6 weeks

SEATTLE — Vladimir Rad-
manovic, a valuable reserve for-
ward for the Northwest Divi-
sion-leading Seattle SuperSonics,
has a stress fracture in his right
leg and will be out 4 to 6 weeks.

Radmanovic’s right leg will
first be placed in a cast and then a
walking boot. The injury is expect-
ed to heal without surgery.

The Sonics placed him on the in-
jured list Friday and activated for-
ward Damien Wilkins, who was
on the injured list with right knee
patella tendinitis.

Radmanovic, 24, has been pro-
moted by the Sonics as a contend-
er for the NBA’s Sixth Man
Award. He showed up Friday
night in the Seattle dressing room
with his right leg in a cast before
the Sonics’ game against Orlando.

Wife of Pistons’ Ham arrested
in domestic assault case

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — The
wife of Detroit Pistons forward
Darvin Ham was arrested early
Friday on a domestic assault
charge, authorities said.

Oakland County sheriff’s depu-
ties were called to the couple’s
Rochester Hills home about 3
a.m. EST, Sgt. John Jacobson
said.

According to a sheriff’s report
cited by The Daily Oakland Press
of Pontiac, Deneitra Ham alleged-
ly struck her husband on the head
with a wine bottle during a domes-
tic dispute.

Ham, who was bleeding when
deputies arrived but refused med-
ical treatment, did not wish to
press charges against his wife.
But deputies took her into custo-
dy under a Michigan law allowing
a police officer to make an arrest
if the officer has reasonable
cause to believe an assault has
taken place.

Deneitra Ham was arraigned
later Friday on a charge of domes-
tic abuse and was released on a
personal bond, Jacobson said.

Misdemeanor domestic vio-
lence is punishable by up to 93
days in jail and a $500 fine.

Local scoreboard

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Ramstein’s Josh Wesloski, left, and Wiesbaden’s Collin Limes battle for

the ball during a DODDS-Europe high school soccer opener at Wies-

baden, Germany. Ramstein defeated Wiesbaden 4-2.

Sports briefs

Slutskaya wins gold
in skating’s worlds
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Rick Pitino warned
his team not to expect an easy game against
Louisiana-Lafayette in the first round of the
NCAA tournament, and the Ragin’ Cajuns
proved just as troublesome as predicted.

“Even at halftime, we said, ‘Look guys, you
think you’re going to blow this team out,
you’re mistaken. It’s coming down to the last 2
minutes,’ ” Pitino said after his fourth-seeded
Louisville Cardinals advanced in the Albu-
querque Regional with a 68-62 victory Friday.

“We’re very proud of this victory. When
you’re a 4-seed, and you play these teams
today, you’re going to play a terrific basket-
ball team. We knew we weren’t getting a
breather.”

Francisco Garcia went 7-for-7 from the foul
line in the final 1:57, finishing with 27 points to
help Louisville (30-4) reach the second round
for the second time in three years under Piti-
no, who is 28-9 in the NCAA tournament.

Louisville will face fifth-seeded Georgia
Tech in the second round Sunday. The Yellow
Jackets beat George Washington 80-68.

Pitino insisted all along that Louisiana-Lafay-
ette was not a typical No. 13 seed, going as far
as to say the Ragin’ Cajuns were the most diffi-
cult first-round opponent he’s faced in 10 tour-
nament appearances with Boston University,
Providence, Kentucky and Louisville.

Turns out, he wasn’t just paying lip service.

There were eight lead changes in the sec-
ond half before Louisville finally went ahead
for good at 56-55 on two free throws by Larry
O’Bannon with 3:43 to go. The Cardinals were
held to one field goal the rest of the way —
Otis George’s tip-in — but made eight more

free throws to pull away.

No one excelled more than Garcia. He was

fouled by Dwayne Mitchell on a three-point at-

tempt with 1:57 to go, and made all three free

throws for a 63-57 lead. He made two more

with a minute left, then calmly sank his last

two to push the Cardinals’ advantage back to

five with 13.9 seconds remaining.
O’Bannon scored 13 points and Taquan

Dean had 12 for Louisville.
Brian Hamilton led Louisiana-Lafayette

(20-11) with 19 points before fouling out.
Tiras Wade had 15 points and Chris Cameron
added 11.

“It is a shame a team had to lose tonight,”
Louisiana-Lafayette coach Robert Lee said.
“But our team played great, and that’s all I
can ask.”

Georgia Tech 80, George Washington 68:
Jarrett Jack, Will Bynum and B.J. Elder com-
bined to score on six straight possessions in
the second half as Georgia Tech (20-11)
pulled away from pesky George Washington.
Jack had 20 to lead the Yellow Jackets, who
won no game by more than eight points on the
way to last year’s NCAA championship game.
Bynum had 17 and Elder added 15.

Pops Mensah-Bonsu scored 15 to lead four
players in double figures for 12th-seeded
George Washington (22-8), which was
doomed by dismal foul shooting. The Coloni-
als missed 12 of 16 at the line, with a string of
seven straight misses at one point.

The lead changed nine times and George
Washington kept scrapping back whenever
Tech threatened to make a run. When Bynum
stole the ball and took it in for a layup, giving
Georgia Tech a 57-54 lead with 11 minutes
left, J.R. Pinnock answered back with a quick
basket.

Then Elder hit a pullup jumper to spark a
12-0 run that sealed the outcome. The Yellow
Jackets scored on six straight possessions,
with Bynum, Elder and Jack trading baskets.

Mensah-Bonsu finally stopped the run with
a dunk, but George Washington didn’t get
close again.

The Associated Press

WORCESTER, Mass. — Char-
lie Villanueva scored 22 points
and defending national champion
Connecticut blew most of a
19-point lead before trimming
Central Florida 77-71 on Friday
in the first round of the NCAA
tournament’s Syracuse Regional.

Connecticut (23-7) faces a sec-
ond-round game Sunday against
North Carolina State, but that
could be it unless the second-seed-
ed Huskies snap out of a slump
that has stymied them for the past
three games.

Gary Johnson had career-high
29 points and seven three-point-
ers for Central Florida (24-9),
which had won eight straight
games. Kingsley Edwards’ layup
got Central Florida to 74-69, but
only 23.2 seconds remained and
the Golden Knights were forced
to start fouling.

Florida 67, Ohio 62: At Nash-
ville, Tenn., Florida blew a
20-point lead, but Anthony Rober-
son converted a three-point play
with 42.3 seconds left to help the
Gators advance.

Fourth-seeded Florida (24-7)
hung on after blowing a 55-35
lead with 11:51 left. The Bobcats
(21-11), who rallied from 19 down
to win the Mid-American Confer-
ence title game, went on a 20-2
run, tying it 60-60 with 2:12 left
on Mychal Green’s sixth
three-pointer.

Matt Walsh led the Gators with

18 points. Green finished with 24
points for the Bobcats.

Villanova 55, New Mexico 47:
At Nashville, Tenn., Kyle Lowry
made two sets of free throws in
the final 1:38, then came up with
a clutch steal as Villanova held
off New Mexico.

Lowry finished with eight
points, while Mike Nardi led the
Wildcats (23-7) with 15 points.

After holding 12th-seeded New
Mexico to just 11 points in the
first half and leading by as many
as 24, Villanova made just three
field goals in the second half. The
Lobos (26-7) made a furious rally,
pulling within 52-47 with 29 sec-
onds left.

Danny Granger led New Mexi-
co with 15 points.

N.C. State 75, Charlotte 63: At
Worcester, Mass., Julius Hodge
had 19 points, nine assists and
seven rebounds for the 10th-seed-
ed Wolfpack (20-13). Andrew
Brackman had 16 points, Ilian Ev-
timov and Cameron Bennerman
each had 12 and Engin Atsur 10.

Brendan Plavich, Eddie Bas-
den and Curtis Withers each
scored 15 for the seventh-seeded
49ers (21-8).

North Carolina 96, Oakland
68: At Charlotte, N.C., freshman
Marvin Williams scored 20 points
and Sean May added 19 in the

top-seeded Tar Heels’ rout.
Rashad McCants added 16 points
for North Carolina (28-4), which
shot 73 percent in the first half in
building a 28-point lead.

Cortney Scott finished with 21
points to lead Oakland (13-19),
which won only nine regular-sea-
son games but reached the NCAA
tournament after an improbable
run through the Mid-Continent
Conference tournament and a de-
feat of Alabama A&M in Tues-
day’s play-in game.

Iowa State 64, Minnesota 53:
At Charlotte, N.C., Iowa State
held Minnesota to 33 percent
shooting and Curtis Stinson led a
balanced attack with 18 points.
Rahshon Clark and Jared Homan
added 14 points each for Iowa
State (19-11).

Brent Lawson and Vincent
Grier had 14 apiece for the
eighth-seeded Gophers (21-11).
Using some full-court pressure
and almost exclusively going with
a zone, the Cyclones forced 17
turnovers and kept the Gophers
off balance throughout.

Wisconsin 57, Northern Iowa
52: At Oklahoma City, Kammron
Taylor scored 16 points in a re-
serve role, including a jumper
and four free throws in the final
minute, to help Wisconsin hold
off Northern Iowa.

Sharif Chambliss hit a sea-
son-high five three-pointers for
15 points for Wisconsin (23-8).

Ben Jacobson led the Panthers
(21-11) with 20 points.

NCAA tournament: Syracuse Regional

AP

Georgia Tech’s Jarrett Jack (3)

takes control of a loose ball

against George Washington.

NCAA tournament: Albuquerque Regional

Men’s NCAA tournament
OPENING ROUND
Tuesday, March 15

Oakland, Mich. 79, Alabama A&M 69
SYRACUSE REGIONAL

First Round
Friday, March 18

North Carolina State 75, Charlotte 63
Connecticut 77, Central Florida 71
Iowa State 64, Minnesota 53
North Carolina 96, Oakland, Mich. 68
Florida 67, Ohio 62
Villanova 55, New Mexico 47
Wisconsin 57, Northern Iowa 52
Bucknell 64, Kansas 63

Second Round
Sunday, March 20

Connecticut vs. North Carolina State
North Carolina vs. Iowa State
Florida vs. Villanova
Bucknell vs. Wisconsin

Semifinals
Friday, March 25

N. Carolina/Iowa St. vs. Florida/Villanova
UConn/N.C. State vs. Bucknell/Wisconsin

Sunday, March 27
Championship

CHICAGO REGIONAL
First Round

Thursday, March 17
Wisconsin-Milwaukee 83, Alabama 73
Boston College 85, Pennsylvania 65
Nevada 61, Texas 57
Illinois 67, Fairleigh Dickinson 55
Arizona 66, Utah State 53
Alabama-Birmingham 82, LSU 68

Friday, March 18
Oklahoma State 63, SE Louisiana 50
Southern Illinois 65, Saint Mary’s, Calif. 56

Second Round
Saturday, March 19

Boston College vs. Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Illinois vs. Nevada
Arizona vs. Alabama-Birmingham

Sunday, March 20
Oklahoma State vs. Southern Illinois

Semifinals
Thursday, March 24

Illinois/Nevada vs. Boston College/Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee
Oklahoma St./So. Illinois vs. Arizona/UAB

Saturday, March 26
Championship

AUSTIN REGIONAL
First Round

Thursday, March 17
Kentucky 72, Eastern Kentucky 64
Cincinnati 76, Iowa 64
Oklahoma 84, Niagara 67
Utah 60, Texas-El Paso 54

Friday, March 18
Vermont 60, Syracuse 57, overtime
Michigan St. 89, Old Dominion 81
Duke 57, Delaware State 46
Mississippi St. 93, Stanford 70

Second Round
Saturday, March 19

Kentucky vs. Cincinnati
Oklahoma vs. Utah

Sunday, March 20
Vermont vs. Michigan State
Duke vs. Mississippi State

Semifinals
Friday, March 25

Duke/Miss. St. vs. Vermont/Michigan St.
Kentucky/Cincinnati vs. Oklahoma/Utah

Sunday, March 27
Championship

ALBUQUERQUE REGIONAL
First Round

Thursday, March 17
Pacific 79, Pittsburgh 71
Wake Forest 70, Chattanooga 54
West Virginia 63, Creighton 61
Washington 88, Montana 77
Gonzaga 74, Winthrop 64
Texas Tech 78, UCLA 66

Friday, March 18
Louisville 68, La.-Lafayette 62
Georgia Tech 80, George Washington 68

Second Round
Saturday, March 19

Wake Forest vs. West Virginia
Washington vs. Pacific
Gonzaga vs. Texas Tech

Sunday, March 20
Louisville vs. Georgia Tech

Semifinals
Thursday, March 24

Washington/Pacific vs. Louisville/Ga. Tech
Wake/W. Virginia vs. Gonzaga/Texas Tech

Saturday, March 26
Championship

FINAL FOUR
Saturday, April 2

Chicago Regional champion vs. Albuquer-
que Regional champion
Syracuse Regional champion vs. Austin Re-
gional champion

Monday, April 4
Championship

AP

Louisville coach Rick Pitino voices his displea-

sure during Friday night’s 68-62 NCAA tourna-

ment victory over Louisiana-Lafayette.

AP

Connecticut’s Charlie Villanueva (3) draws two defenders during the

defending champion Huskies’ first-round victory over Central Florida.

Louisville, Georgia Tech advance

Connecticut lives to fight another day
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WORCESTER, Mass. — Tom
Izzo leaned back in his chair, his
arms spread out, his lips pursed.
The usually volatile Michigan
State coach didn’t like what he
was seeing.

The fifth-seeded Spartans
couldn’t pull away until the final
minutes, when Shannon Brown
made a spinning layup to start a
three-point play that helped Mich-
igan State beat Old Dominion
89-81 on Friday night in the first
round of the NCAA tournament.

“I was disappointed in the first
half, at the energy they brought,”
said Izzo, whose team trailed by
five at halftime. “I’m not used to
teams playing harder than us,
and I thought they did.”

Michigan State (23-6) managed
to avoid a second consecutive
first-round exit and gave Izzo,
whose NCAA winning percentage
is second only to Mike Krzyzews-
ki’s, his 20th NCAA tournament
win. The Spartans will face
13th-seeded Vermont on Sunday.

Old Dominion (28-6) dominat-
ed the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion, but couldn’t add to the up-
sets in the Worcester pod. The
Monarchs last advanced in the
NCAAs when they beat Villanova
in triple overtime in the opening
round of the 1995 tournament.

“Coming into the game, we
knew we all belonged,” Old Domin-

ion guard Kiah Thomas said.
“When I first got to ODU, we were
always unsure whether we were
going to win night in and night out.
We really didn’t know. Tonight
every man, to a man, believed.”

Brown scored 13 points, and
Alan Anderson had 15 to lead five
Spartans in double figures. Michi-
gan State shot 57 percent
(29-for-51) from the floor in the
game despite making just three of
14 shots from three-point range.

Alex Loughton had 22 points, 11
rebounds and six assists for Old
Dominion after playing much of
the second half in foul trouble.

Drew Williamson, who did not
have a turnover in 91 minutes in
the CAA tournament, had three
on Friday.

Michigan State took a 74-68
lead before Valdas Vasylius hit a
three-pointer with 4:31 left. Hunt-
er hit two free throws to make it a
76-75 with 3:48 remaining before
the teams traded misses. Brown
got the ball under the basket,
spun around and tossed it in, land-
ing in a crouch and pumping his
fists while the official whistled for
a foul.

He hit the free throw to make it
79-75 with 2:50 left.

The Spartans extended it to six
points before Loughton’s basket
with 1:09 left made it 81-77. With
54 seconds left, Paul Davis made
a leaner in the lane just before the
shot clock expired, giving the
Spartans an 83-77 lead.

Michigan State went 6-for-6
from the line down the stretch.

Also on Friday:

Mississippi St. 93, Stanford 70:
In Charlotte, N.C., Winsome Fra-
zier made six three-pointers and
scored 20 points to lead the
ninth-seeded Bulldogs (23-10) to a
second-round matchup with Duke.

Lawrence Roberts, the 2004
SEC player of the year, led the
Bulldogs with 23 points and 14 re-
bounds. But Frazier, who did not
score more than 13 points in his
past eight games, provided the
spark to get past Stanford (18-13).

Frazier was seven of nine from
the floor, including six of eight
from three-point range. Shane
Power added 14 points for Missis-
sippi State, eliminated in the sec-
ond round by Xavier last year as
a No. 2 seed.

Chris Hernandez led Stanford
with 17 points. Rob Little and
Matt Haryasz had 14 each.

The Bulldogs made four
three-pointers in the final 5:08 of
the first half, including three
straight in a 17-4 run to close the
half and take a 44-43 halftime lead.

Frazier made back-to-back
threes to start the second half, in-
cluding an off-balance fadeaway
off one foot that made it 50-44.

Stanford struggled with its
long-range shots, missing its first
five three-pointers in the second
half, allowing the Bulldogs to take
a 63-53 lead with 11:21 to play.

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — James-
On Curry hesitated for a split sec-
ond, then jumped and let loose a
three-pointer right in front of his
coach’s seat.

When the shot fell through, the
19-year-old freshman didn’t keep
his excitement inside. He
pumped his fist as he walked to-
ward midcourt, giving sec-
ond-seeded Oklahoma State the
boost it needed in its 63-50 victo-
ry over Southeastern Louisiana
on Friday in the first round of the
NCAA tournament.

The Cowboys will play South-
ern Illinois on Sunday.

The three-pointer put Oklaho-
ma State ahead 54-47 with just
under 4 minutes to play, and the
Cowboys (25-6) held off the Lions
(24-9) by making their next nine
free throws.

Once the Lions pulled within
three points, it was Curry’s enthu-
siasm that put the Cowboys over
the top. He sliced into the lane
and found Ivan McFarlin cutting
to the basket for a layup.

Curry was only getting started.
He added a free throw, then

found McFarlin for another bas-
ket inside to put Oklahoma State
ahead 49-43. Terrence Crawford
emphatically jammed home a
miss by John Lucas III, and Curry
hit three three-pointers from the
left wing in front of coach Eddie
Sutton. Curry had 13 points.

“He’s just an outstanding play-
er for his age,” Sutton said. “He
has no fear. He’s not afraid to
take that shot.”

McFarlin scored 18 points to
lead the Cowboys, who reached
the Final Four last season.

The Lions, trying to become the
fifth No. 15 seed to win a
first-round game, were within
44-41 midway through the second
half after an 11-3 run fueled by
Ricky Woods’ ability to get inside
and cause havoc.

Woods sank a leaning flip
against Crawford, finished a
whirling drive down the lane and
grabbed a deflected pass for a
two-handed jam, then drove the
lane and dished off to Jonathan
Walker to make it 42-39. Woods
led the Lions with 16 points.

Also on Friday:

Southern Illinois 65, Saint
Mary’s 56: In Oklahoma City,
Stetson Hairston broke a late tie
with three free throws, then fol-
lowed with a three-pointer, and
Darren Brooks drove for the next
two baskets to give the Salukis
the push they needed to win.

Southern Illinois (27-7) ad-
vanced for the first time since
2002, when Hairston and Brooks
were freshmen on a club that
made the regional semifinals.
The Salukis were knocked out by
one point in the opening round
the past two years.

The Salukis went on an early
14-0 run fueled by nine turn-
overs, including a run of eight
straight trips downcourt for the
10th-seeded Gaels (25-9).

Yet Saint Mary’s kept chipping
away and got within 35-30 early
in the second half. After they fell
behind by 12, the Gaels went on
another run, thanks to reserve
Brett Collins. He scored 11 of his
team’s next 13 points, tying it at
47 with 6:32 left.

Daniel Kickert led Saint
Mary’s with 16 points.

NCAA tournament: Austin Regional

NCAA tournament: Chicago Regional

Persistent Hornets
pester mighty Duke

BY KEITH PARSONS

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Mike
Krzyzewski knows better than
anyone just how precious games
are in the NCAA tournament, so
while he didn’t dwell on his
record-setting night, he paused to
appreciate it.

“I’m glad we won, whatever
number it was,” Coach K said.
“Each victory in the tournament
is a treasured win, because it’s a
great tournament.”

Shelden Williams had 14 points
and 11 rebounds and top-seeded
Duke held off 16th-seeded Dela-
ware State 57-46 on Friday night
in the Austin Regional, giving
Krzyzewski his 65th career victo-
ry in the tournament.

In 21 NCAA tournaments,
Krzyzewski’s record is 65-17,
tying Dean Smith’s for most ca-
reer victories.

“He doesn’t like to bring those
things up,” Blue Devils guard J.J.
Redick said. “I actually knew. I
try to keep up with all his wins
and all his stats. I knew that was
going on, but he hasn’t talked
about it. I’m happy for him.”

Duke (26-5) will face
ninth-seeded Mississippi State in
the second round Sunday.

The Blue Devils struggled
throughout against the Hornets
(19-13) despite having guard
Sean Dockery back for the first
time in seven games after he suf-
fered a knee injury.

The Mid-Eastern Athletic Con-
ference champion had won 15 of
its previous 17 games, including
three straight in the conference
tournament. Delaware State be-
fuddled Duke in the first half with
a lineup of five guards, spreading
the floor and letting the shot clock
wind down before driving to the
basket.

Delaware State led 14-12 after
10 minutes and a putback by
Tracey Worley tied it at 23 with 5
minutes left in the fist half.

“They won the regular season
and their tournament with that
system. They believe in it,”

Krzyzewski said. “They’re quick,
and they’re good kids. They play
together. It didn’t seem to matter
who shot the ball.”

The Blue Devils took control
with consecutive three-pointers
by Daniel Ewing and Lee Mel-
chionni, then opened the second
half with an 11-2 run to pull away.
The Hornets missed 15 straight
shots at one point until Worley
swished a three to make it 49-35.

The margin eventually reached
20 before Delaware State rallied.
Jahsha Bluntt made a jumper
from beyond the arc, and after
Worley added another basket,
Troy Roundtree made a
three-pointer to bring the Hor-
nets within 55-43.

“I thought our kids put forth a
great effort,” Hornets coach Greg
Jackson said. “There’s no question
we gave it our best shot. The kids
showed a lot of patience and de-
sire until the talent just took over.”

Worley led Delaware State
with 13 points, and Roundtree
added 11.

“We feel like we gained some
respect, but we still feel like we
could have won the game,” for-
ward Terrance Hunter said. “No-
body gave us a chance.”

For Krzyzewski, the outcome
probably reminded him of a simi-
lar matchup in the 1986 tourna-
ment in which the top-seeded
Blue Devils narrowly beat Missis-
sippi Valley State 85-78. Johnny
Dawkins, at the time an All-Amer-
ica guard for Duke, now sits be-
side Coach K on the bench as the
associate head coach, and he told
the players about that game earli-
er in the week.

“It tells you that what people
think is usually wrong,” Krzyze-
wski said. “It’s what players
think, it’s what coaches think.”

His team got the chance to live
its own version. Backed by a a
small but enthusiastic group of
fans, Delaware State came out to
win the game.

After falling behind by nine
early, the Hornets tied it at 12 on
a layup by Worley, and the rest of
the half was close.

Monarchs are a royal pain
for victorious Michigan St.

Curry lifts Cowboys past SE La.

AP

JamesOn Curry, a 19-year-old

freshman, scored 13 points and

made key plays late in a 63-50

victory Friday over SE Louisiana.

AP

Duke’s Shavlik Randolph (42) is trapped by Delaware State’s Aaron

Fleetwood (34) and Bruce Davis (11) during the top-seeded Blue Dev-

ils’ 57-46 victory on Friday. Duke shot just 41 percent from the field.
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“Certainly it’s the biggest win
we’ve ever had,” said coach Pat
Flannery, a 1980 Bucknell grad.
“Our kids battled their big kids
all night long. Our kids made
them work for everything they
got.”

The Jayhawks (23-7) had
reached the second round every
year since 1984 and in their last
21 tries. Although they had scares
along the way, including one by
Utah State in Oklahoma City two
years ago, this was their first
opening-round exit since being
eliminated by UCLA in 1978.

“I think everybody’s kind of in
a moment of shock,” said coach
Bill Self, in just his second season
at Kansas. “These seniors have
looked to this moment for a long
time. To have it end so abruptly of
course is devastating to those
guys. I really don’t have any
words to try to comfort them
right now.”

Kansas seemed vulnerable be-
cause it had lost five of its last
eight and No. 2 scorer Keith Lang-
ford was slowed by a lingering flu
problem and a creaky left ankle.
However, the Jayhawks weren’t
too concerned because four of
those recent losses were to teams
that won first-round NCAA
games.

Bucknell opened its scoring
with a four-point play by Betten-
court and led by seven midway
through the first half. Kansas
closed the half with a 10-0 run to
take the lead, but with Simien the
only consistent threat (24 points,
10 rebounds), the Jayhawks were
unable to take control. They
didn’t even make a field goal the
last 8:44.

Still, Kansas had a chance to
win in the final minute, when
Langford hit two free throws with
25.4 seconds left for a 63-62 lead.

Opting not to call a timeout,
Bucknell went straight up the
court and fed McNaughton in the
lane. He threw a shot over Simien
that accounted for the game’s
ninth and final lead change.

“It came off the backboard and
rimmed in somehow — I don’t
even know how, but I don’t care,”
said McNaughton, who was
6-for-7 and scored 14 points.

Langford had another attempt,
but missed short. Bucknell’s John
Griffin got the rebound and was
fouled, but missed the front end
of a one-and-one and Simien
grabbed it with 2.4 seconds left.

After a timeout, Kansas tried
the Grant Hill-to-Christian Laett-
ner play Duke used to beat Ken-
tucky in the 1992 NCAAs. Micha-
el Lee’s heave to Simien went per-
fectly and he spun for a good look
at the basket. But his shot hit the
rim and bounced away.

“It went over my right shoul-
der, which is a very comfortable
move for me,” Simien said.

“It felt good on the release, but
I didn’t hit it.”

Bucknell knew it could hang
with the big boys after winning at
Pittsburgh when the Panthers
were undefeated and ranked No.
7. The Bison also beat NCAA
team Niagara and won at St. Jo-
seph’s.

AP

Bucknell’s Chris McNaughton

releases the game-winning hook

shot over Kansas’ Wayne Simien.

VERMONT, FROM BACK PAGE

When Gerry McNamara
missed a desperation three from
the top of the key in the final sec-
onds, the Cats had their first
NCAA tournament victory. They
swarmed together and hugged in
celebration, jumping up and
down as Brennan raised his right
arm in a triumphant salute to the
team’s legion of fans shouting in
the stands.

“People are going to say we
shocked the world, but to this
group of guys, we knew we had a
shot to win this game,” reserve
Alex Jensen said as the players
doused each other with water in
the jubilant locker room. “Every-
body was sending Syracuse to the
Final Four, but we knew we could
win this game if we played the
way we did.”

Njila finished with a ca-
reer-high 20 points, Sorrentine

had 17, and Taylor Coppenrath
added 16 for Vermont. The Cata-
mounts will face fifth-seeded
Michigan State in the second
round Sunday. The Spartans beat
Old Dominion 89-81.

Fourth-seeded Syracuse (27-7)
had hopes of making the Final
Four for the second time in three
years.

“It’s going to keep getting bet-
ter and better,” Vermont center
Martin Klimes said. “We did the
first step. We’re going to get some
rest right now and prepare for the
next game. It’s not over.”

Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim
left the court with his head down,
and the players followed.

“They just outplayed us,” said
forward Terrence Roberts, who
had seven points and seven re-
bounds. “They hit some clutch
shots down the stretch. That’s
what buried us.”

Brennan paced back and forth

in front of the bench, thrusting
his fist in the air each time the
Catamounts took the lead, and the
Vermont players were told by the
officials several times to stay on
the bench.

Syracuse never got on track,
committing a season-high 24 turn-
overs. Hakim Warrick ended the
final game of his impressive ca-
reer with 21 points and 12 re-
bounds, but he also committed 10
turnovers. McNamara had 11
points but was 1-for-7 on
three-pointers and the most dis-
traught of the Orange.

“Sometimes, you just don’t
have it,” McNamara said.

Vermont played a deliberate
game, slowing the pace and never
allowing the Orange to make a
run. McNamara struggled to find
open looks and the Catamounts
dominated the glass early to stay
close.

There were 11 ties and eight
lead changes.

Bucknell: KU
gets more
than scare
this time

Vermont: Fifth-seeded Spartans next
as upstart Catamounts look ahead
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Golden Corral 500 lineup
NASCAR Nextel Cup

After Friday qualifying; race Sunday
At Atlanta Motor Speedway

Hampton, Ga.
Lap length: 1.54 miles

(Car number in parentheses)
1. (12) Ryan Newman, Dodge, 194.690
mph.
2. (32) Bobby Hamilton Jr., Chevrolet,
193.785.
3. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet,
193.184.
4. (99) Carl Edwards, Ford, 192.976.
5. (9) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 191.894.
6. (16) Greg Biffle, Ford, 191.252.
7. (01) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet,
191.192.
8. (25) Brian Vickers, Chevrolet,
191.126.
9. (20) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet,
191.067.
10. (11) Jason Leffler, Chevrolet,
190.935.
11. (38) Elliott Sadler, Ford, 190.883.
12. (6) Mark Martin, Ford, 190.791.
13. (42) Jamie McMurray, Dodge,
190.699.
14. (19) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge,
190.614.
15. (41) Casey Mears, Dodge, 190.450.
16. (0) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 190.150.
17. (10) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, 190.136.
18. (91) Bill Elliott, Dodge, 190.006.
19. (18) Bobby Labonte, Chevrolet,
189.935.
20. (77) Travis Kvapil, Dodge, 189.740.
21. (08) Shane Hmiel, Chevrolet,
189.740.
22. (50) Jimmy Spencer, Dodge,
189.662.
23. (17) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 189.513.
24. (97) Kurt Busch, Ford, 189.390.
25. (24) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 189.234.
26. (7) Robby Gordon, Chevrolet,
189.221.
27. (07) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet,
188.796.
28. (49) Ken Schrader, Dodge, 188.764.
29. (37) Kevin Lepage, Dodge, 188.700.
30. (4) Mike Wallace, Chevrolet,
188.501.
31. (21) Ricky Rudd, Ford, 188.424.
32. (2) Rusty Wallace, Dodge, 188.092.
33. (22) Scott Wimmer, Dodge, 188.053.
34. (88) Dale Jarrett, Ford, 187.329.
35. (8) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet,
187.272.
36. (29) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet,
186.944.
37. (15) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet,
186.855.
38. (31) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 186.742.
39. (40) Sterling Marlin, Dodge, 186.128.
40. (43) Jeff Green, Dodge, owner
points.
41. (45) Kyle Petty, Dodge, owner
points.
42. (5) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, owner
points.
43. (75) Mike Garvey, Dodge, 187.843.

Failed to Qualify
44. (34) Randy LaJoie, Chevrolet,
186.303.
45. (14) John Andretti, Ford, 187.779.
46. (92) Stanton Barrett #, Chevrolet,
185.909.
47. (00) Carl Long, Chevrolet, 184.714.
48. (27) Kirk Shelmerdine, Ford,
184.033.
49. (66) Hermie Sadler, Ford, 183.856.
50. (89) Morgan Shepherd, Dodge,
183.443.

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Bobby
Brown had 25 points and seven re-
bounds to help Cal State-Fuller-
ton beat San Francisco 85-69 on
Friday night in the first round of
the NIT.

After shooting only 33.3 per-
cent from the floor in the first
half, the Titans (21-10) hit 12 of
their first 14 attempts in the sec-
ond and scored 57 points in the
final 20 minutes to set up a sec-
ond-round game at Georgetown.

Ralphy Holmes added 19
points and 13 rebounds for the Ti-
tans, who won for the 13th time in
16 games.

John Cox scored 17 points to
finish eighth on San Francisco’s
career scoring list with 1,540
points. Cox, who scored 27 in the
Dons’ opening-round victory over
Denver on Wednesday night,
missed nine of his first 10 shots
and finished 6-for-22.

San Francisco (17-14) made
only 35.1 percent of its shots from
the floor and was outrebounded
25-12 in the second half.

Newman wins fifth straight pole at Atlanta
BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

HAMPTON, Ga. — Ryan New-
man extended his record for con-
secutive poles at Atlanta Motor
Speedway, winning his fifth in a
row with a dominating run Friday
night.

Newman, who’s won every pole
at Atlanta since the 2003 spring
race, turned a lap at 194.690 mph
on the 1.54-mile trioval.

Newman couldn’t help but no-

tice the here-we-go-again reac-
tion when he got to the infield
media center.

“I used to come in here as a
rookie and everyone would be
like, ‘What’s a rookie doing win-
ning the pole,’ ” Newman
quipped.

“Now it’s like it’s no big deal.”
Bobby Hamilton Jr. turned in

the best qualifying run of his ca-
reer, putting up the second-fast-
est speed (193.785) to earn a
front-row spot alongside New-

man for Sunday’s Golden Corral
500.

“It’s a good place to start,”
Hamilton said. “We’ll start from
there and chip away at it on Sun-
day.”

Newman already had eclipsed
the record for most consecutive
poles at Atlanta, beating Buddy
Baker’s record of three in a row
in 1979-80.

Newman has 29 poles in his ca-
reer, claiming the top spot at all
but nine of the 22 Nextel Cup ven-

ues. He hasn’t had as much suc-
cess on race day, winning 11
times.

Rookie Kyle Busch didn’t even
make it around for his qualifying
attempt on a night when tempera-
tures dipped into the upper 40s.
He lost control in Turn 3 as he
was bringing his car up to speed,
slamming backward into the out-
side wall.

Busch was able to walk away,
but he’ll start 42nd in the 43-car
field on Sunday.

CS-Fullerton

too much for

Frisco in NIT
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BY JAIME ARON

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Kansas Jayhawks flirted with
first-round elimination several
times in the last 15 NCAA tourna-
ments, but always avoided it.
They weren’t able to Friday night
against a No. 14 seed with zero
NCAA tournament victories in its
110-year history, five scholarship
players and a borrowed band.

That would be the Bucknell
Bison, who beat the third-seeded
Jayhawks 64-63 and shook up the
Syracuse Regional when Chris
McNaughton banked in a hook
shot over Wayne Simien with 10.5
seconds left, and Simien missed
an open 15-foot jumper at the
buzzer.

“Unbelievable,” said guard

Kevin Bettencourt, who led Buck-
nell with 19 points, including five
three-pointers.

As crushing as the loss is for
preseason No. 1 Kansas, it’s even
more stunning for the winners.
They’ve been playing since 1896,
the first season of Division I play,
and were 0-for-2 in the NCAA, los-
ing their previous tries by 22 and
23 points in the late 1980s.

No team from their conference,
the Patriot League, had ever won
an NCAA tournament game in 13
tries.

Bucknell (23-9) is the first No.
14 seed to win since Weber State
beat North Carolina in 1999. The
Bison will try doing it again Sun-
day against sixth-seeded Wiscon-
sin (23-8), which beat Northern
Iowa 57-52 earlier Friday.

SEE BUCKNELL ON PAGE 42

Bracket busters
SPORTSSPORTS

Bucknell beats Kansas
when Simien misses

Atlantic-leading
Celtics win

sixth straight

Page 37

AP

Bucknell’s Donald Brown cele-

brates the Bison’s 64-63 victory

over Kansas in the first round of

the NCAA tournament in Oklaho-

ma City on Friday. Bucknell be-

came the first Patriot League

team to win in the tournament.

Vermont
pulls off
OT win vs.
Syracuse

KRT

Vermont players celebrate after their 60-57 overtime victory over Syracuse in the first round of the NCAA

tournament Friday night in Worcester, Mass. It was Vermont’s first victory in the tournament in three tries.

BY JOHN KEKIS

The Associated Press

WORCESTER, Mass. — Tom
Brennan would have retired a
happy man regardless. But his
264th victory at Vermont made
his impending departure a whole
lot sweeter.

The wildly popular coach cried
openly Friday night after his
13th-seeded Catamounts earned
their biggest victory in school his-
tory. Germain Mopa Njila and
T.J. Sorrentine hit consecutive
three-pointers in a 48-second
span of overtime, and Vermont
upset Big East champion Syra-
cuse 60-57 in the first round of
the NCAA tournament.

“When that went in, I thought I
might burst,” Brennan said of Sor-
rentine’s long three from the top
of the key. “I thought you might
find me in pieces around the
arena because there’s no drug,
nothing in the world that is that
feeling. There’s nothing that can
make you feel like that except
competition and going through a
lot with your guys, especially
ones you love.”

SEE VERMONT ON PAGE 42

Louisville gets
past tough

La.-Lafayette
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Duke’s Krzyzewski
ties Dean Smith
with 65th victory
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Nelson resigns as coach of Mavericks,

turns team over to assistant Johnson,
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12-time All-Star
Alomar announces

retirement
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DODDS-Europe
spring seasons
begin in soccer,
softball, tennis
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